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PREFACE. 



T NEVER was a friend to dedications, for I 
never was a friend to flattery. Nor am 
I an admirer of long and elaborate prefaces, 
becaufe I confider the reader's judgment to be 
the beft comment that any literary prodiidion 
can receive. Yet in my own cafe, I feel my- 
felf called upon for fome explattatioh, atid as 
briefly as poflible I will give it. 

the greater part of this publication was 
ready for the prefs, before I was apprized of 
Mr. Planta's intention of treating the fame 
fubjed. Nor is this extraordinary, fince it 
was written during my refidence in Italy^ 
But no iboner did I lee his Helvetic Con- 
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IV PREFACE. 

FEDERACY advcrtifed, than Maid down my 
pen, determined to wait for the appearance of 
that work, before I finally decided upon the 
deftiny of my own. Finding, however, that 
Mr. Planta's view bf tilings differed mate- 
rially from mine, and that we frequently con- 
fidered the' fame objeft in an oppofite light, 
I law no reaibn to abandon ray plan. How 
far I may have afted with prudence> it re- 
mains with the public to determine. 

A word or two more may poffibly be ex- 
pefted, with regard to the conduft of the pre- 
lent work. In confining nSyfelf to the period ' 
which I have chofen, I have undoubtedly fe- 
leded the moll brilliant era of Helvetic hif- 
tory. ; For from the comrnencement of the 
Zuric war, the charader of the Swifs under- 
went a material change* The confederacy 
was augmented in point of numbers, but it's 
ftrength was evidently impaired. 

Much, 
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PREFACE. , V 

Much, I allow, remains to be iaid. The 
Burgundian and Italian wars, the progrels of 
the reformation, the triumph of truth, and 
the decay of patriotiim, afford an ample field 
for the hiftorian, even fhould he decline to 
enter upon that awful period, when the AJ-^ 
pine Tallies ceafed — ^perhaps for ever — to be 
the abode of freedom and of happinefs. 

With refpeft to my future intentions, the 
public may pofEbly look for fome information; 
but as yet, I am unable to give it. By their 
decifion I Ihall regulate my own. Thus much, 
however, I will venture to add — that fhould 
I difcontinue my purfuit^ it will not be frprn 
want of materials* 

A long refidence upon the continent, af- 
forded me an opportunity of following the 
revolutions both of Switzerland and Italy, 
through all their maze of horrors. — -Papers 
too^ of the utmofl importance, are probably 
- t within 
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within my reach. — ^Yet I fcarce know how to 
truft my feelings ; nor do I think the prefent 
moment the moft proper to treat fo delicate 
afubjeft. Ilhould wilh to be thought im- 
partial. But in whatever I undertake, I am 
refolved to be juft. 

London, March 2, 1801. 
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CHAPTER, I. 

View of Helvetia befsre the Time of Cafar-^That 
Country fubdued by the Remans — Burgundiam"^ 
Alamanni. ' •, 

FABULOUS and inconiSftent as the accounts 
in general prove, which cloud with uncer- 
tainty the origin of almoft every people ; it is ftiU 
an objed of curious enquiry, to follow up, fo far 
as poffible, their ftory to it's very fource, and to 
trace, in the gloomy pages of antiquity, the early 
dawnings of thofe diftinftive qualities, which con- 
ftitutewhat we term their national charafter. In 
this point of view the antials of Helvetia merit pe- 
culiar attention. In the ftubborn refiftance, which 
it*s early inhabitants oppofed to the overweening 
ambition of Rome, we may difcover the fame en- 
VoL. L B thufiafm 
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thufiafm for liberty, the fame deteftation of arbi» 
t/rary power, and the fame patriotic attachment 
for their country, which at a later period burft 
forth, with fuch glorious energy, in fuccefsful re- 
fiftance to the defpotifm of Auftria ; and gave rife 
to that happy fyftem of government, the wanton 
deftruAion of which forms one of the blackeft 
features in the monftrous catalogue of modern 
crimes. 

Our geographical information, refpefting the 
boundaries of ancient Helvetia, we derive from 
Caefar, with greater accuracy, than from any other 
writer, though his teftimony is confirmed by the 
concurring voice of antiquity. To the fouth, it 
was divided from Italy by the immenfe chain of 
the Alps, whofe rugged fummits for a long time 
oppofed an infuperable barrier to the ambition of 
Rome, and drew as it were a line of demarcation 
between the civilifed and uncivilifed world. The 
Hircanian foreft ftretched it's impenetrable defarts 
to the north- Weftward ran the Rhone. While 
the eaftern frontier was bounded partly by the 
Rhincj^ and partly by a ridge of mountains diverg- 
ing from their native Alps. Before the time of 
Csefar, the Helvetians had fcarcc any intercourfe 
with their more enlightened neighbours to the 
fouth. We in confequence know but little of their 
ftory. They are however uniformly rcprefented 

as 
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as living In the clofeft union with the Gauls ; with 
whom they are fometimes confounded. What 
fhare they had in the celebrated expedition under* 
taken by that people, Under the command of Bren* 
iiuSj is at beft uncertain* 'Nof is the refcafch 
worth much inquiry, as notwithftanding it's un* 
fortunate termination, the rcfult produced no ma* 
terial change in the political fituation of Helvetia. 
Nor do we find that they were fufficiently weak* 
cned by their loffes to leave to the haughty repub- 
licans any teafonablc hope of revenging the humi- 
liation, which they had endured by a fuccefsful in- 
vafion of Switzerland* For .we are too well ac- 
qusdnted with the principles of Roman policy, to 
fufpect that humanity, or moderation, ever found 
their way into the fenate« 

Helvetia, at the time of Caefaf, Was divided into 
feveral diftrifts.* Each of which,. as was ufual 
amongft hioft of the northern nations, formed.a 
kind of fepatate republic. The whole being united 
in a general confederacy^ and forming a govern- 
ment not Very different from what has prevailed 
in the fame countiy from the days of William 
Tell, till it*s late unhappy change. The municipal 
adminifiration of each fcparate province was vefted 
in it's refpedive magiftrates. But pubHc affairs 

♦ Catfar. B. O. lib. i. 

B ji were 
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were debated in a general affembly, at which, as 
at a Poliflidiet, the reprefentatives appeared in 
arms* 

All political confequence, among the ancient 
Helvetii, belonged cxclufively to two clafTes*— the 
nobility and the dniids. For the exiftence of the 
common people was fcarcely better than that of the 
pealkntry in modern Ruffia. Under the triple 
charader of magiftrates, philofophers, and priefts, 
the druids poffeffed the moft unlimited authority^ 
Their power was derived from the credulity of 
the vulgar ; a fertile fource when cultivated by 
the hand of artifice and hypocrify.. Among thia 
rude people, we may trace the fame fprings of 
conduft, which raifed, at a later period, the papal 
crown toTo dangerous a pre-eminence, and formed 
the mafter-keys of Roman policy. Myfteries and 
interdifts were equally familiar to both* By the 
firft, they impofed upon the eafy faith of the fuper- 
ftitious. By the fecond, they filenced the inquiries 
of the more enlightened* Whoever refufed to rq- 
cognize their fupremacy was excluded from the 
communion of the faithful, and 4eprived, in a 
moment, of all the rights of citizenfliip. Their 
Tefcntment was implacable* Their vengeance was 
jtrocious* , , 

* Cxfar, lib, vl. cap. xiii^ 

, On 
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I -^ 

On the bther hand, the whole military power 
Was vefted in the nobility ; who accorcfing to tjic 
rude manners of the age, looked upon every other 
occupation as a degradation to exalted rank. ' The 
Helvetii are uniformly painted as a brave and ge- 
nerous people, delighting in war ; delpifing conv- 
merce, with which they were unacquainted ; and 
regarding agriculture as the employment of flaves. 
Accuftomed, from their cradles, to a life of hard- 
fhips, and privations, no fetigues appeared great, 
no enterprizes hazardous, when glory was the re- 
ward of fuccefs. Even the women contemplated 
the moft perilous undertakings with an eye of in- 
difference ; and have been frequently known to 
rufh on death \vith all the calmnefs and intrepidity 
of ftoicifm, rather than furvive the ignominy of a 
defeat. A fpirit like this could never reft contented 
in the inaftivity of peace. When unoccupied in 
foreign wars, it vented itfelf in domeftic tumults 
stnd civil c^ifentipns. 

The ambitious projefts of Orgetorix, as defcribed 
by the mafterly pen of Cacfar, exhibit a ftriking 
piclure of the turbulence of that barbarous age ; 
and Ihew the inefficacy of yndifciplined courage 
when oppofed to military fkilL Orgetorix was 
diftingiiilhed among his countrymen, by the num- 
ber of his dependants, the extent of his pollcflions, 
and the nobility of his birth. Tiiough indifput- 

B3 ' ,ablj 
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ably the. firft citizen in a free ftate, his daring foul 
afpired to a more permanent dominion, than any 
which pcrfonal merit, or popular favor can confer. 
To enflave his country a military force was re- 
quifite. Could he but once obtain the chief com- 
jTiand,of the Helvetic armies, the fcheme feemed 
prafticablc. In cafe of a war, there was hone to 
difpute this honor with him. He was acquainted 
with the temper of the nation, and refolved to 
work upon it. Nor was it a difficult tafk to per- 
fuade an unquiet and enterprizing people to con* 
lider the narrow Umits of Helvetia as too confined 
for their afpiring courage. The dreams of arnbi-. 
lion are boundlefs ; nor is the eleftric ftroke more 
rapid, thfin the effect of eloquence upon a popular 
, affembly, Befides, the projeftof conqueft was too 
congenial to the fecUngs of his audience not to be 
received with tranfport, and embraced with ardor. 
It was un^mimoufly refolved by the applauding 
crowd, to abandon the fterijity qf their .native 
rocks^ and to procure for themfelves, by force of 
arms, an eftablifliment in the fertile plains of GauK 
Orgetorix was hailed the leader, and became the 
idol of his country. By his advice the two fuc^ 
ceeding years were to be employed in preparations 
for this important enterprize. The third wsis fixed 
upon for its execution, .The general, elated with 
this temporary fuccefs, now looked upon his 
triumph as undoubted, and began to conduft his 

meafures 



^HELVETIC REPUBLICS. ^ 

meafures with lefs precaution, than he had hither- 
to thought it prudent to ufe. He entered into a 
fecret correfpondence with Dumnorix, and Cafti- 
cus, two leaders of eminence among the Gauls, and 
perfuaded them to. feize upon the government of 
their refpedive provinces, hoping thereby to fe- 
cure a powerful foreign aid, in cafe of any reverfe 
of fortune. A plan, direfted with fuch manifeft 
imprudence, could not long remain concealed. 
Orgetorix was watched. His intentions were dif- 
covered. A public trial took place. Flattering 
himlHf ftill to impofe upon the affembly by a dif- 
play of power, he appeared at the head of a nu- 
merous retinue. But his popularity was gone, and 
his defigns were too notorious to admit of pallia- 
tion. The procefs was fhort ; and fentence of death 
-was pronounced upon him, by the unanimous voice 
of his judges.' But before the day of his execu- 
tion he was found dead in his prlfon, cvexy con- 
comitant circumftance exciting the ftrongeft fuf- 
picion that he had fallen by his own hands. 

The death of their leader was however by no 
means fufficient to allay the ferment which his 
rafUnefs had raifed. On the contrary the appre- 
henfion of being expofed to the refentment of an 
implacable foe, in cafe of delay (for this projected 
iiivafion Vv-as no longer fecret), was conlidered as 
a reafon to accelerate their migi'ation. Perfuaded 

B 4 ^ too 
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too that the army would advance with more de- 
termined courage, if deprived of every hope of a 
profperous return, they adopted the frantic expe- 
dient of fetting fire to their towns and villages* 
Every implement of hulbandry was deftroyed, to^ 
gether with all the corn which ^they were unabje 
to carry with them, by way of fupply during /their 
march* Several of the barbarous tribes, who in* 
habited the furrounding mountains, were pre- 
vailed upon to embrace the fame fcheme ofdet 
peration, and to embark ^n the common caufe. 
So that Helvetia now exhioS^d the frightful pic- 
ture of univerfal defolation* Not a habitation 
was left {landing. Not a 'field bore the veftige of 
culture* 

B.C. 56. — ^Cccfar no fooner received intelligence 
of their defigns, than he hafl:ened, with his wont- 
ed aftivity, to Geneva, where he immediately af-* 
fembled whatever troops he could draw from the 
neighbouring garrifons, but which amounted to 
little more than a fingle legion* Unable with 
fo fmall a force to oppofe the numerous hofts, 
which were ruflung forward with aU the ardor o£ 
anticipated victory, he prudently refolved to tem- 
porize. So that, when the ambaffadors of the 
Helvetii waited upon him to demand a paflage 
through the Roman provinces, he received them 
with ambiguous courtefy, requefting fbme.days 

to 
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IQ confider thq propofal. Every moment was of 
importance to Caefar, as it enabled him to receive 
reinforcements from Italy ; while the fboalleft de- 
lay could not but ptrove fatal to an army, which 
was unacquainted with military tadics, aiid igno* 
rant of all thofe neceflary precaiitions^ which ate 
the refult of civilifed acquirements. Having for- 
tified the mofi important pafles^ and broken down 
aU the bridges over the Rhone, the Roman ge- 
neral had no longer any caufe to diflemble. Conr 
fident in the valor of his veteran bands, and in . 
the inexhauftible refources of his own mind, his 
behavior to the Helvetic delegates, when they re- 
turned, on the appointed, day to learn his final 
decifion, was di^ified and refolute. His refufal 
firm, and unqualified. 

The leaders of the Helvetii eould not but be 
ftruckwith this fudden change in the language 
and behavior of Cjefar. But they had gone too 
far to retreat ; they were foixfible of the error 
they had already committed, and refolved to force 
a paflage v^ithout further delay. They marched 
undaunted to the banks, but every ford was 
guarded. All efibrts were fruitlefs. Nothing re- 
mained except to attempt a different route. But 
whichever way they directed their fteps, they 
found the inhabitants hoftilc to their views, for 
the tumultuous conduct of fo vmdifcipUned a band 

was 
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was little calculated to acquire friends. Their re- 
fources were now exhaufted, fo that neceffity 
forced them to the moft rigorous exaftions. 
Strangers to every inftitution which civilifed fo- 
ciety has adopted for the protection of neutral 
powers, whoever hefitated to declare in their fa- 
vor was. treated as an enemy. A fyftem fo im- 
politic was as favorable to the Romans, as it was 
prejudicial to themfelves. Thoufands flocked 
daily to the ftandard of Caefar, to court his friend^ 
fhip, or to implore his proteftion. 

Being at length reinforced by five lemons from 
Italy, and joined by fwarms of auxiliary barba-* 
rians, the immortal Julius no longer confined him- 
felf to defenfive meafures, but hovering over the 
"enemy, during^ a long and diflicult march, he har- 
TzSed them hy continual attacks. Till at length 
having drawn them into a pofition, where fupe- 
riority of numbers could avail but little, he fell 
upon them with that determined courage which 
nothing could refill. A defperate conflift enfued, 
in which undifciplined valor was finally conftrained 
to yield to the fuperior genius of Rome. The 
carnage was dreadful ; but the victory was tio 
fooner decided in his favor, than Caefar treated 
the vanquiflied with that noble clemency, which 
forms fo amiable a feature in the charader of that 
wonderful man. Having obliged them to give 

hoftages 
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hoftagcs to cnfure their obedience, the only condi- 
tion he impofed was, that they fhould immec&ttely 
return to their native vallies, and rebuild the 
towns which they had fo rafldy deftroyed. The 
lofs p£ the Helvetii, in this fatal expedition^ is ef- 
timated by the conqueror at 257,000. Their ori- 
ginal numbers confifted of 367,000 ; of which 
only I lOjOQo returned. 

This was indeed a fatal blow to the power of 
Helvetia* Their own imprudence had deprived 
them of every refource. In obedience however 
to the vidor's command, they fet about repairing 
their lofles with diligence and activity; and Zuric^ 
Soleure, Laufanne, Vevai, Meudon, Iverdun, 
Avenche, and Zug, arofe from the ruins of their 
former towns. 

The tranquil poffeffion of Helvetia appeared ne- 
ceffary to Caefar for the fuccefs of his Gallic expe- 
dition—an enterprize he had long meditated in 
fecret as the fource of his future greatnefs. The 
Helvetii were, in confequence, admitted to the ho- 
nor of an alliance with the miftrefs of the worlds 
and fo prevalent was henceforth the influence of 
the Romans in all their domeftic tranfactions, that 
Helvetia can fcarcely be confidered in any other 
light, than that of a dependant province; and 
Auguftus formally declared it to be fuch. 

It 
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It can fcarcely be neceffary to obferve, f hat in 
the Avifion tiiade by that fpccious tyrant, Gatil 
wais among the prpvinces which were particularly 
placed under the imperial jurifdidion, and go-^ 
vertied by the delegated authority of a procon- 
ftiL Auguftus, at firft, permitted the fubjugated 
Swifs toaiiemble at ftated periods, and to prefer 
their complaints againft the colkftors of the pub- 
lic revenue, in cafe of any unjuft or oppreffive ex- 
anions.* Thefe privileges were, however, too re- 
pugnant to the Jinterefted views of individuals to 
be of long duration. After having been gradually 
drcumfciribed by fucceffive emperors, they w^ere 
finafly abdifiied by an edid of Dioelefian. 

: It was a part of Roman policy to feeure the obe- 
dience of the conquered provinces by eftablifhing 
colonies, whofe attachment was captivated by a 
variety of immunities, and exemptions, which dif- 
tinguiflied them from the native inhabitants. For 
thefe crafty poKticians were too \;t'ell acquainted 
with the human heart, to fuppofe that any ties are 
valid, in political tranfaftions, but thofe of intereft. 
Caefar had cftabliftied an equeftrian colony at Nioh, 
upon the lake of Geneva.' Some time after his 
death, the capital of the Rauraci being rebuilt, re- 
ceived^ in honor of Auguftus, the name of Augvjla 

* Proc. lib. xii. de off. prse. 

Raura^ • 
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Rauracorunu* The prudent fyftcm of govctn- 
ment adopted under hi» adminiftrationy aad by 
which thi$ artful emperor flattered him6lf to ef- 
face the crimes, and cruelties of the triumvir, af« 
forded no unfxvouraUe proiped to the fubjugated 
world. The atrocities whic^ contatninate* the men 
mory of his immediate iucceflbrs^ were in gjreat 
ttieafurc confined to Romc# The imperial purple^ 
except in the fingle inftance of Claudius, was dif- 
penfed, with undifputed power, as die eapridbus 
fiiDcy of the reigning' defpot willed ; till the fran«- 
tic fury of Nero at length wearied out the pa- 
tience of his ccxrrupted flaves, and transferred the 
diadem from the odious race, which had fo long 
difgraced it. Italy, from the death of Auguftus 
to the elevation of Galha, had been the bloody 
theatre on which dei^otifm had fported with the 
forbearance of mankind. But the remoter pro* 
vinees had experienced a lefs wretched fate ; and 
had in fome degree recovered their former lofies* 
Helvetia had profited by this interval of repofe, 
but the period of her tranquiDity was ihort. A 
hafty and improvident declaration, in' favor of 
Galba, drew down the refentment of Csecina, the 
lieutenant of Vitellius ;t who was eager to feizc 
the oppcwtunity of treating a rebeflious province 
with that favage inhumanity, which was -conge^^ 

•Florus. t Tacit. Hia. c. i. 

nial 



14 HlSTdRY dF THE 

nial to his ox^ rapacious nature^ and to the fe^ 
rocious temper of his mafter. Under the mild 
government of Velpdfian, Helvetia was diftinguilh^ 
ed by the moft flattering marks of royal favor ; 
as this virtuous emperor ever manifefted an bo*' 
norable predileaion for the country, where by fuc- 
ce(s£til commerce the Flavian family* had emerged 
from ol^curity. 



• Suetonius. 

from 



During a period of eighty-four years^ frotn the % 

acceflion of Nerva to the death of Marcus Aurelius, liif 

mankind enjoyed a degree of fdicity, under the ^jm 

equitable adminifiration of five fubfequent princes^ i^ 

which niuft have naturally led them to entertain 

thd ftrorigeft prepofldSion in favor of adoptive fuc-* %^ 

ceilions. When the latter too, imprudently fufj ^ 

fered the feelings of the father to overcome the ^ 

duties of the fovereign, and the eiftpire once mord jy^ 

reverted td an hereditary courfe, the event was by .^ 

no means calculated to obliterate the former im- .^, 

prefiion* From the weak indulgence fliewn by l 

Commodus to the Praetorian cohorts j arofe that li- ^ 

centious fpirit which rendered them, iii the fequel^ .. 

the fole difpenfers of fovereign power. From this y 

time, virtue was no longer tolerated upon the 

throne of the Caefars ; and if, amid the violence of y" 

dyil commotions, it obtained a partial triumph ^^^ 
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from the fuccefsful ftruggles of the legioriaty 
troops, or the inconfequent fury of an inconflant 
mob, the Praetorian guards no fooner regaiiied a 
momentary fuperiority, than it became the figftal 
of inftant death. 

A fpeftacle like this was calculated to obliterate 
that fmall remnant of rcfpeft and affeftion, which 
ftill connefted the colonies with the parent fiate* 
While internal diftrefs obliged the republic to re- 
call her troops, and to leave the diftant provinces 
to contend unaided againft the tremendous ftormy 
whicl^ was now burfting from the north. 

Under the Roman government, the rude man- 
n^s of Helvetia had loft much of their native fe- 
rocity. The arts and elegancies of poliihed life 
had every where accompanied the progrefe of. the 
viftorious legions. Their divinities too had found 
their way into the temples of the vanquiflied, and 
divided the homage of the fupplicant with the in- 
digenous deities of the land. But while imitation, 
and obfervation had thus gradually refined the 
coar£enefs of their original chara<fter9 and almoft 
amalgamated their habits with thofe of luxurious 
Rome, the vigor and energy of th«ir minds pr6- 
portionably fuffered. Their purfuits had for fomc 
time been direfted into a different channel. The 
love of riches had fucceeded to the love of fami^t 

An4 
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And as tKe commercial fpirit extended, the mill* 
tary fpirit doereaiedr 

In fuch a ftate of things, it could hardly be ex- 
pefted that this degenerate people fhould oppofe 
any formidable refiftance to thofe fwarms of -bar- 
barians, before whom the imperial eagle bowed it*s 
degraded head* With the deftruftive violence of 
a torrent, the frozen regions of the north poured 
forth their barbarous hordes in every direction, 
where a lefs rigid climate, or the improvements of 
dviliiation, offered a fairer profpeft of comfort 
than their native fnows could afford. Befides^ 
fuch had been the treatment of Rome towards het 
dependant provinces, that it could not be expefted 
that they fliould.rifk much in her defence. Little 
had they to apprehend from a change of matter s— 
indeed, were it poflible that the doftrines of expe- 
rience fliouki ever be of advantage for the regula- 
tion of human conduft in political affairs, the 
conduft of Rome would exhibit an awfiil leffon to 
pofterity, and teach them, that though the fplen- 
dor of military achievement* may extend the 
fame and dominion of the conquerors, ftill no 
power is permanent but what fprings from the af- 
feftions of the heart. 

Scarce any tafk can be more ungrateful to ^n 

hiftoriitn, or any ftudy lefs entertaining to a reader, 

, tlian 
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titan to wander through thofe fcenes of barbarifm> 
which mark the progrefs of the northern invaders^ 
and accompany the fall of degenerate Rome. It 
is like travelling over a defart wafte, where no ob- 
jeft prefents itfelf to the wearied eye^ but here and 
there a lohely gibbet, or a folitary tomb. The one 
awakening the mind to the moft poignant fenfe of 
human mifery, the other recalling it to the melan- 
choly recollection of our crimes. .But dull as the 
occupation proves, it is ftill ^ our duty to purfue 

it. 

Among the fwarms of barbarians, who ravaged 
the Roman empire after the death of Conftantine, 
the dull chroniclers of the times fpeak, with a mix- 
ture of terror and admiration, of the gigantic fta* 
ture, and favage ferocity of a people, whom they 
charafterife by the appellation of Burgundians* 
Under the command of Gundicar, they laid wafte 
the frontiers of Gaul and Helvetia, with indifcri- 
minate fury. Unable to oppofe them in the field, 
the \«eak emperors had recourfe to that inglorious 
policy which difgraced the fall of Rome ; and pur- 
chafed a temporary ceffation from hoftilities, either 
by a tributary offering, or by a partition of ter- 
ritory with the invaders. Contenting themfelves 
in the latter cafe, with the empty title of a nomi- 
nal dominion over a people, who were at all times 
able to prefcribe laws to their pretended mafters. 

VoL.L . C - Yet 
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Y^t was tliere fomething fo impofing, evenitt the 
fading fliadow of dccliiiing greatnefs, that the 
proud fotik of Attila, and Theodotic were flattered 
with the proftituted dignity of Patriciany and add- 
ed It, with inconfidcrate vanity, to their other 
honors* 

Even when, by the ftrccefsful efforts of feme ex- 
traordinary man, the fate of Rome was fufpended, 
for a nioment, no other hope prefented itfelf to 

that feeble government of permanent tran- 
A. D." quiility, except in an alliance with the van- 
442. quifhed^ Thus we fee JEtius terminating a 

brilliant expedition againft the Burgun^ 
dians* by allowing them to fettle in the weftern 
parts of Switzerland, — in the country between the 
Jura, the Ret^fs, and the Rhone.f By a fimilar 
treaty, the Alamanni eftablifhed themfelves in Hel- 
vetia, during the reign of Gratian* But no fooner 
had thefe ferocious tribes obtained a footing in any 
of the Roman provinces, than their numbers were 
continually augmenting by frefh inundations ixovx 
the inclement north. So that whatever might 
have been the conditions of the original treaty^ 
they foon found themfelves in a fi^^uation to inter-^ 
pret them, as a fpirit didated, tmconfcious of con-^ 
troL Thus in a few years after their arrivsLl^ the 

♦ Guilliman, de rebus Hdveticis* f Mnfler.- 
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Alamanni appear to have been undiiputed knaftera 
hi the whcde territory between the Reu& and the 
Rhine. 

The BurguncQah empire extended too with an 
alarming rapidity. Not long after their efiabliih^ 
ment in Ihc wcftern diftrids of Hdvetia, Savoy^ 
ifciuphiny, and Pibvence fubinitted to their yoke* 
*the natives indeed do not feem to have fUfFcrcd 
much by the change. The fmall portion of liberty,, 
which was allowed them by the Roman praefedsj 
t'ould not eafily be abridged; 

In civilifed fociety the, human char After is dif* 
Wngui&ed by the niceft gradations^ and moft deli- 
rate fliades*— ithe nature afad form of government^— 
their rdigibus inftitutions— -their commercial ef- 
tablifliments^ — ^perhaps too their topographical po^ 
fition vjith refpeft to climate^ — are continually ope** 
rating with fuch complicated and uncalculable in** 
fluence upon the moral feelings of men, that al- 
mod every European nation has it's peculiar and 
appropriate features in an intellectual^ no lefs than 
in a phyfical fenfe^ The Briton^ the Frenchman, 
and the Spaniard, differ not more effentially in the 
tint of their complexion, than in the bent of their 
difpofitions, and the fcale of their mental powers. 
The folid fenfe, and fteady prudence of the firft, 
which proceed uj^on the fure grounds of calcula- 

C 4 tiou 
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tion and experience, contrail fo ftrongly with the 
giddy vanity of the fecond, to which nothing feems 
impoffible, and which frequently embraces a theory 
for no other reafon, than becaufe it had never been 
tried, that a ftranger to mankind would fcarcely 
fuppofe thefe neighbouring people to be inhabi*. 
tants of the fame zone. But the diifimilitude is 
ftill more ftriking when we pafs the Pyrennean 
mountains. Every veftige of improvement in- 
ftantly difappears, and we feem to have gone back 
to thofe dark ages of ignorance and fuperftition, 
when pedantry was miftaken for learning, and bi^ 
gotry for religion. 

In favage nations there is little variety of cha- 
rafter. Their virtues and vices are marked by 
fuch ftrong family features, that in defcribing the 
manners of one barbarous tribe the hiftorian in- 
evitably paints them all. And from the moment 
that the intelligent reader is apprized, wjtether 
their leading occupation confifts in hunting, or in 
the more tranquil cares of a paftoral life, he re- 
quires no further information. The outline is 
inftantly filled up, and the portrait finifhed. 

Little therefore remains to be faid of the northern 
invadcFs, under whatever denomination com- 
prized. Goths, Franks, Burgundians, Alamanni, 
Vandals,, or Huns, differ fcarcely in any thing but 

in 
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in name, Their progrels was accompanied with 
the fame fcenes of defolation. All traces of ge- 
nius, and improvement were equally fwept away 
in their march^ Gundicar, the Burgundian 
leader, periflied in a battle againft Attila, near 
Bale. His premature death expofed the greater 
part of his dominions to the deftructive fury of 
the conqueror. Attilla, in his turn, was defeated 

by the Romans, under the command of 
451. iEtius, in the plains of Chaalons. When 

the Burgundians^ taking advantage of the 
weaknefs of their oppreffors, again recovered their 
independance, and chofe for their fovereign Gun- 
dewick, a defcendant of the renowned Atanikar. 
After his deceafe, his four fons difputed the throne 
with that inveterate animofity, which js rarely met 
with, except in family quarrels^. Gundibald, the 
elder, at length prevailed, and got poffeilion of his 
paternal dominions, tP the exclufion pf the other 
three. 

Hitherto the Roman code had prevailed in all 
the provinces, which were fucceffively torn away 
from the declining empire. Till by degrees, thefe 
unppliflied chi^s ventured to deviate frojn that 
fyftem, which had fp long been held up to the vcr 
neratipn of mankind, a$ the model of perfection 
in the intricate fcience pf jurlfprudence. Their 
own ordinances begun now to be fubftituted in 

/ C 3 . ^J^e 
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the place of the imjjerial refcripts, and to acquire 
the confiftency and form of laws, upon' receiving 
the fandtion of the affembled ftates. Thus little by 
little a new fcene opens to our view. The proud 
and majeftic fabric of Juftinian difappears, and in 
it's phce we behold that motley patch-wqrk of 
Gothic invention, cfiftinguifhed by the name of 

FEUDAL SYSTEM. 

During the reign of Gundibald, that part of 
Helvetia, which was fubgeft to the Alamanni, was 
deftined once more to change it*s mafter. The, 
viftory of Clovis, (or Louis ^ for the word is radi-. 
cally the fame) at Tolbiac, was fubverfive of the 
Alamannic empire ; and their dominions were 
henceforth incorporated in that divifion of the 
'Gallic empire, which was diftinguiihed by the ap« 
puliation of Aujlrqfia. 

The chroniclers of the times, who are fond of 
afcribing every incident to the miraculous inter- 
pofition of Providence, affure us, that in the heat 
of the combat, while the event of the day ftill hung 
in doubtful fufpenfe, Clovis, afted upon by a re- 
fiftlefs impulfe,* lifted up his hands to heaven, co- 
venanting, in the moft^ folemn manner, to em- 
brace the religion of Chrift, provided fortune 

* Gregory of Tours. 
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0ioiild dedare in his favor. The votive promife 
was fcarcely made when the troops experienced s^ 
return of vigor which could only be attributed to 
fpme fupernatural caufe ; and rufhing upon the 
foe, with pipr^e than mortal courage, they bore 
dxrwn all bjsfore thepi. Till the Alamanni, equally 
wrought upon by the influence of heavep, threw 
idown their arjms, ^exclaiming with one com^lo^ 
jiccord, " King of the Franks^fparejhifi? own people^ 
^^ for henceforth w^ are thy fubJ€£isJ'* 

Convinced from bis own experience pf what jthis 
warlike people was capable, Clovis had recourfe to 
the moft rigorous meafures, in order, if poifible, 
to fubdiie their fpijrit, and to obliterate every vefr 
tige of theijr former goycrnmenL With this in* 
tent, he divided the lands into fiefs, and conferred 
them as rewards upoji the mqft celebrated of his 
followers. While he obliged many, whpfe talents 
pr influence were pbjefts of jealpufy, to abandon 
their native country. Thus finiflied the power pf 
the Alamanni, aft/sr having cxifted for nea? two 
centuries, to the terror ai^d difmay pf the furround? 
ingnalioni?. 

While the . Burgundians occupied the weftern, 
and the Alamanni the northern provincespf Heir 
vetia, the fputhern parts were over-run by the Of- 
trpgoths^ another tribe of the barbarians, though 

C4 of 
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of manners lefs favage than thofe we have hitherto 
had occafion to defcribe. The Oftrogoths were, a 
people of fliepherds : and it is fuppofed that a paf- 
toral life, in fome degree, humanizes the charafter 
of men, even in the rudeft habits of fociety ; while 
hunting, which is little better than a continual ftate 
of warfare, increafes the natural ferocity of their 
difpofitions. 

No fooner had any of thcfe uncivilifed hordes 
obtained a fettlement in the heart of the Roman 

, provinces, than they began to compare the revolt- 
ing fyftem of polytheifm, which they had hitherto 
followed, with the fublime precepts of the gofpel, 
though difguifed and disfigured as it then was by 
the zeal and ignorance of contending feftarres, the 
refult was Hill favorable to the caufe of truth, 

-They were ft ruck with the. difference, and forfak- 
ing the -gods of their fathers, they embraced the 
religion of the vanquilhed. Perhaps the very er- 
rors which had crept into the Chriflian doftrines 
conduced to propagate them. Chriftianity, under 
its pureft form, might have operated lefs forcibly 
upon the minds of men who were fenfible only to 
external objefts, and en whom abftract theories 
would haVe made but little ' impreffion. But 
fcarcely had they laid afide the monftrous abfur- 
dities of Paganifm, and put an end to tlie calami- 
ties of war, than they ei;nbarked in hoftilities of a 

different 
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different fpecies, though almoft equally fatal to the 
repofe of mankind. Polemical difputes fucceeded 
to the cuirafs and the fpear ; and were conducted 
with all the virulence which perfonal animofity, or 
interefted pride could infpire, while their zeal, as is 
ufually the cafe, increafed in dired: proportion to 
their ^ignorance of the fubjeft about which they 
contended. Thus were thcfe haughty warriors 
degraded, by monkifh cunning, from the arbiters 
of Europe, into the tools of party, enlifting under 
the banners of Arius, or Athanafius, accordingly 
as the caprice or intereft of an infinuating confeffor 
might induce them to favor the fefhioiiable inno- 
vator of the day. 

It was before obferved that Gundibald, after 
the dcftruAion of his three brothers, united the 
whole of the Burgundian fucceffion in his own 
perfon. The melancholy deftiny of thcfe princes 
exhibits a memorable pifture of the inconftancy of 
fortune, and of the ferocity of the age. Too weak 
any longer to refift his viftorious brother in the 
field, Godimar retreated to Vienne, in Dauphiny, 
where he fliut himfclf up in a fortrefs, which was 
then confidered to be impregnable. Gundibald 
purfued him clofely, and finding it impoffible to 
fucceed by an aflTault He fet fire to the caftle. The 
wretched Godimar, with his whole family, periflied 

in 
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in the fiaa>es^ w|iik his f elentlefs rival yemai^e^ » 
tr^n^uU fpe^Et^^tpr pf th^ fad cataftrophe, 

Tke, fat? pf Chilpcric W2^^ fcarcely lefs difaftrous j 
bdug tak^ With his two fons, they were beheaded 
by command of the viftor. Jiis two daughter^ 
how^v^r ^fcaped from the general profcription. 
Sedefeide the elder, fled for refuge to ^ convent; 
a-t Geney?ia whc^re fhe afterwards took the veil j 
yrhile her fifter Clotilda w^s demanded in marriage 
by Ctovis. Gundibald ^^^. too good a politician 
not to penetrate his rival's intentions. He wa^ 
awaic that the warlike Frank would no fooner be? 
come mafter pf Clotilda's perfon, than he would 
lay claim to her patrimonial domain, and would 
back his pretenfions by fuch forcible argunients, 
that all refiftance muft be at beft precarious. Bcr 
fides the alliance was too advantageous to be re* 
je<5ke4 without fonie plaufible excufe. The religion 
of 4:he Franks, however, appeared to be an ihfur 
perabk obftacle. No plea was therefore omitted 
, to convince the princefs that her falvation was im- 
poflible, if flie became the wife of an idolater. In 
an age of credulity the menace 'waj5 alarming ; and 
Gundibald now flattered himfelf that the refufal 
would come from the princefs. But the ambaflador 
of Clovis having, in the mean time, gained accefs 
to Clotilda, he combated her prejudices by confi- 

derations 



derations of equal weights He reprefented to hpr 
the pomp and fplendor of his mafter's court. 
He magnified the power pf h^j charms, and painted 
%o her, in the warmeft colors, th? glory flie would 
acquire by employing them, as an inftrument in 
the hand of Providence, for the converfion of 
Clovis. But above all, he urged h?r duty to z, 
murdered parent, which enjoined her to marry ai 
prince, whofe formidable power would afford her 
ample means io avenge his wrongs, and her own. 
The refult of this converfation was fuch as might 
beexpefted; for what female h^art can refiftthe '' 
united influence of vanity and revenge ? 

Gundibald was no fooner informed that his 
niece had accepted the ring of af&ince, than awed 
by the reputation of the potent Frank, he no longer 
pppofed her departure ; and Clotilda fet out, with 
all the magnificence of a royal bride, in a waggon 
drawn by fqur oxen. Upon her arrival at the 
frontiers, Ihe feized the opportunity of indulging 
one of thofe paflions which had fo ftrongly con^. 
tributed to decide her choice.? And having pre- 
vailed upon her attendants to lay wafte the Bur- 
gundian territory for the fpace of twelve miles, 
ihe devoutly returned thanks to he^tvenfor having 
gratified her wifties, i^i one inftance at leaft. For 

* MuUer's Hiftory of Switzerland. 
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Clotilda was a princefe of exemplary piety, and is 
much celebrated, upon that account, by the naonk- 
ifli writers, Clovis being now in poffeffion of his 
bride, refolved upon recovering the provinces, to 
which flie had a legitimate claim, as the lOnly re- 
prefentative of her father. Being joined by Gode- 
gefilus, the younger brother of Gundibald, he 
marched againft the ufurper at the head of a nu- 
merous army. The event was favourable to 
A. D. the caufe of juftice, Gundibald was de- 
500. feated near Dijon, and obliged to purchafe 
peace by acknowledging himfelf the vaffal of 
Qovis, and by reinftating Godegefilus in his her 
reditary domain. Forced reconciliations are fel- 
dom permanent. The Franks were occupied in 
other conquefts, and had little leifure to interfere 
any further in the concerns of Burgundy. GuUf* 
dibald, indignant at his late humiliation, was at»- 
tentive^to their motions, and thought the moment . 
favorable for his views. Affembling a body of 
troops in hafte, he marched againft his defencelefs, 
and unfufpecling brother ; obliged him to take 
refuge in the citadel of Vienne, and having gained 
admiffion into the town by the treachery of a prin- 
cipal officer in the garrifon, he caufed Go4egel!lus 
to be put to death. 

Gundibald was now fole poffeffor of -the whole 
Burgundian empire ; and fuch were the ftrength 

and 
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and reputation, which he had acquired by fuccefs- 
fill villainy, and which were ftiU further increafed 
by a clofe alliance with Alaric, that Clovis deemed 
it prudent to fupprefs his refentment, and to leave 
him In the tranquil enjoyment of all his ufurpa- 
tions. 

From this time, Oundibald figured among the 
greateft potentates of his age, and carried his vic- 
torious arms into the plains of Lombardy. Not* 
withftanding the cruelty of his difpofition, he me- 
rited the fame he had acquired by many great and 
fplendid qualities. Nothing was omitted that 
could tend to confolidate his power, or to render 
his people flourifliing. The former he cffefted by 
an union with Theodoric, King of Italy, one of 
the moft powerful monarchs in Europe. The 
latter, by the wifdom of his internal regulations. 
With the advice of feveral learned men, whom he 
had allured to his court by the liberality of his re- 
wards, he formed a new code of laws for the more 
equal adminiftration of juftice. Nor was he himfelf 
[ deficient in literary acquirements; but could difputc 
upon the facred writings with a degree of intelli^ 
gence, which was wonderful in a barbarian, a talent 
he \V2S perhaps too fond of difplaying for a fove- 
reign. Syagrius, a diltinguiflied fcholar, for the 
age in which he lived, w^s employed by him in re- 
ducing 'the rude dialed of the Burgundians to the 

rules 
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rules 6f gJrainxnar.* At the fame time, roinc impcri 
feft ideas of aftronomicaj calculation tvere intro- 
duced into the divifion ^ time. The fuperiority of 
the Romans in evety fcientific purfuit did not efcape 
the penetration of the Idhg ; and he refolved, in 
fconfeqiience, to mieliorate their condition, by abo- 
lifhiiig thdfe inviduous diftinftions, which the 
blind jpartiality bf his predcceffor had eftablilhed 
bfctween the different claffes of his fubjecls; and 
iiehceforth to put them upon an equal footings 
This prbjeft was too repugnant to the prejudices 
t)f the BUrguhdians, not to be unpopular; A ge- 
nial oppofition took places Nay, to fuch a pitch 
did this fpirit of difcontent prevail, that in fpite of 
the naturdl energy of his charaflier, Gundibald 
Vas cbhftrained to yields and was heVer able to 
Execute his benevolent intentions in their full ex- 
tent* 

The laft ad oi his reign was to fecurc the fuc- 
ceflion to his fon. For this purpofe, he fummonea 
a general affembly of the ftatesy in the neighbour^ 
hood of Geneva ; *when Sigifmund^ bfeing elevated 
tipoh a fliield, was hailed their future king, by the 
fliouts and acclamations of applauding multitudes* 
Gundibald did not long furvive this ceremcmy j 

* Caffiod/ 
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lia^ing out-Kved Clevis, and moft df the contem* 
J>orary heroes, he died in a very advanced ag6i 
Of him it may be fard, as of Augn'ftus, that hiil 
txmdud upon the throne^ in fome degree Placed 
the reColleQion of the crimes by which he had 
obtained it. 

Sigifmund commenced his reign in a manntt^i 
Which gave no flattering proimife of the feqneL 
pe difpatched aifntaffadors to Conftai^tinople, t6 
inform the emperor Anaftafius Of his acceflion, and 
in the fublniflive language of vaflalage^ to acknow* 
ledge his dependahce upon the throne of the eaft* 
A conduft fo' different from his father's, was little 
calculated to fattsfy a people who had imbibed 
high notions of honor from the fpirit of Gundi* 
bald ; nor did his fubfequent adminiftration prove 
of a nature to eradicate this early prejudice. Si- 
gifmund poffeffed a weak u'nderftanding^ and its 
frequent concomitant, a jealous temper*— a difpo- 
fition perhaps the moft fatal of any, both to them- 
fek^es and their fubjeds, in thofe^who are called 
by Providence to the government of mankind* , 
Oftrogotha, the daughter of Theodoric, whom he 
had married during his father's life, died, leaving 
two children, a fpn and.a daughter. The king, foon 
after, wedded ^ perfon of ignoble extraffion, who 
had been an attendant upon his former queen, and 
who is reprefehted as exercifing that unbounded 

influence, 
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influence, which beauty gives, to an artful and cle* 
figning woman, over the weak ihind of a doating^ 
liufband. No fboner . had flie a fon of her own, 
than flie began to view the rifing virtues of Sigeric 
with the jealous eye of a fl:ep-mother, and omitted 
iiddpportunity of reprefenting his aftions in a fufpi- 
cioxls light; The prince, oil his part, treated her with 
contemptuous negleft, fo that the breach became 
daily wider. Having, one day, feen her decorated 
in the magnificent attire of his deceafed mother, 
he could not refrain from fome fevere remarj5:s 
upon the aukward aff^ftation of upftart pride m 
borrowed finery. The queen was apprized of 
what had paft, and from that moment devoted 
herfelf to his deftruftion. Her tale was plaufible^ 
and the heart of Sigifmund, who was entirely a 
flave to the caprices of this deceitful womah^ and 
who now beheld every objeft through the falfe 
medium of prejudice, was by degrees eftranged 
from his fon; Sufpicion ufurped the place of af- 
feftion in his unfteady mind. He no longer be^ 
held the great and noble qualities of Sigeric wjtli 
the proud fatisfaftion of an exulting parent, but 
with the timid jealoufy of a miftruftful tyrant. 
Till at length perfuaded that the prince was ac- 
tually engaged in a confpiracy againft his life, he 
was prevailed upon, in a momentary pafldoh, to 
fign the warrant for his execution. Sigeric was 
ftrangled in his fleep : tlje order was fcarcely ifltied, 

when 
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when roufed by the horrors of an upbraiding con- 
fdence, he felt all the atrocity of the deed. In vain 
he wiftied to recall it. The queen, who knew the 
weaknefs of his charafter, had taken advantage^of 
his fears. . Sigifinund now gave way to his re- 
morfe : he fliut himfelf up in the moiiaftery of St. 
Mauritius, there in the humble garb of a penitent 
to indulge his grief; and by auftere penance and 
rigid devotion, to expiate his guilt. Vainly hop- 
ing to, atone for his want of humanity towards his 
fon, by want of attention towards his other 
duties. 

Thcodoric was indignant at the outrage, which 
had been offered to his family, and refolved to take 
fignal vengeance upon the guilty. Tolonick, a re- 
nowned warrior, was immediately diQ)atched at 
the head of a formidable army, to invade the Bur- 
gundian territory. Clotilda too, on her part, was 
eager to feize an opportunity of revenging her fa- 
ther's wrongs upon the heir of Gundibald. Nor 
did flic experience any difficulty in engaging her 
three fons in an enterprize, the objeft of which 
was fo congenial to the generous feelings of 
uncorrupted youth. A league was, in confe- 
que«ce, formed between Theodoric, and the fons 
of Clotilda — Clodomir, Clotaire, and Childebert — 
the avowed objed of which was the deftruclion i)f 
the Burgundian monarchy. 

Vol. I. D Sigifmund 
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Sigifmund was not formed by nature to ftruggfe 
againft adverfity. He was capable of the moft atrq- 
cious aftions, but totally deftitute of that energy 
of charafter which too frequently gives a deceitful 
luftre to guilt. Concealed in the habit of a monk,, 
he lay proftrate at the foot of the altar, pouring: 
forth lamentations ^nd fighs, and calling upon the; 
faints for fuccor, when he ihould have been aftively 
employed in flimulating his fubjecls to an ani- 
mated rcfiflance againft a foreign invader. But it 
was the deftiny of Sigifmund to be every ^ay 
contemptible. His crimen were thofe of timidity.. 
His repentance was that of bafenefs. The enemyr 
advanced without oppbfition.. Abandoned by all,, 
the miferable king was difcovered in his mean dif- 
guife, was dragged from his i&nftuary, anrf 
529.. carried prifoner, with his wife and chil^ren^ 
, to Orleans ; where by command of the con- 
federate princes, they were all thrown togethei? 
into a well. 

Upon the death of Sigifmund, his brother Godi- 
mar mounted the throne ; amj for fome time op- 
pofed a vigorous refiftance to the progrefs of the 
conquerors.* But at length being defeated in a 
decifive battle, he fell into the hands of the enemy.- 
Upon this, finding themfelves without. any further . 

' * ' , * Pcocop, Cafliod, 

refpurcesj^ 
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refources, the Burgundians fubmitted to the 
Franks, though with the exprefs condition 

534. of being governed by their own laws. A 
privilege they aftually enjoyed till the reign 

pf Lewis the debonaire. 
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Charlemagne-^Skefch ^f Manners during thefe^enth^ 
eighth y and ninth Centuries — Salic and Ripuarian 
Codes. 

THERE IS no period in hiftory lefi nitcreft- 
ing, or lefe inftruftivc, than that of the 
Franks under the fucccffors of Clovis. It exhibits 
the human charafter under its moft degrading 
form — ^the viftim of luxury ; the flave of fuperfti* 
tion* On one hand we behold the throne fullied 
by every vice, whichis the concomitant of a weak> 
and contraded mind.. If on the other, we exa- 
mine the condition of the people, it prefents the 
moft difgufting pi<9:ure of ignorance, bigotry, and 
oppreilion. But there is a term beyond which the 
affairs of this world are never fuffered to proceed- 
And fuch is the wifdom of an all-feeing PtoaHI- 
clence, that when our cpndition feems completely 
hopelefs, a remedy arifes out of the very evil itfdf» 
tt was thus in the inftance before us. The depra- 
vity of the reigning dynafty, after having long ex- 
cited the fcorn and indignation of mankind^ 
proved ultimately the caufe of transferring the 

fceptrc 
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fcq)tre from the hands of imbecility ^ to thofc 
which were formed by nature to fupport it with 
honor to themfelves^ and with advantage to the 
world. 

Little indeed is known of this dark period, nor 
is that little calculated to excite much regret, on 
i account of the almoft total want of hiftorical do- 
cuments, during the iixth, and feventh centuries. 

We know, indeed, that Burgundian Helvetia 
was diftinguiflied by the appellation of Little Bur* 
pindyj or Burgundia Fransjurana ; and that it was 
governed by dukes : but we are not only entire 
ftrangers to the charaders of thefe princes, but 
are frequently ignorant even of their names. 

Dagobert, the fucceflfor of Clotaire, reduced the 
hws of the Franks and Alamanni to a more regu- 
lar fyftem. Under his dcfccndants the crown was 
gradually ftripped of all its prerogatives. Im- 
merfed in the voluptuous folitude of a palace, the 
reigning defpot was invifible to the public eye. 
Nay his very exifience might have remained a per- 
fed problem, had he not fometimes roxifed fix)m 
this lethargic effeminacy, to attraft the attention 
of an indignant nation by the enormity of his 
crimes* In the mean time, every branch of au- 

D 3 thority, 
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th^rity, both civil and military, was left entirely 
at the difpofal of minifters, fo well known in hif- 
tory by the title of Maires du Palais. 

The people, accuftomed to dired their homage* 
to the oftenfible difpenfers of every favor, began 
either to, forget that in the fcale of power, there 
exifted a ftill higher gradation, or confidered that 
they alone deferved a crown who were capable of 
fulfilling the duties of royalty. Such was the ori- 
gin of the Carlovingian race. 

Coeval with the decline of the royal preroga- 
tive is the rife of the grflat feudal nobility, who 
tsook advantage of t|ie weaknefs of a diftraded go- 
vernment to render themfelyes independant in 
their refpeftive fiefs. And from this aera we may 
trace thec^igin of many of the moft confiderablc 
families, which wiU hereafter figure in the annals^ 
. of Switzerland. 

* The worfhip of images may be accounted for in nearly the 
fame manner, by fuppofing them to have^ been originally in- 
tended only as the fymbols of divine power. The ignorance 
of mankind, fcy degrees, miftook the tyf€ for the divinity 9 By 
parrying the lame train of idea^ a little further, the \«^hole fyf^ 
tcra of polytheifm becomes clear and fimple, Minerva, Nep- 
tune, Mars, &c. were prpbably nothing more than attributes oif 
the "Supreme Being, (the tivs) perfonified by the fuperllition of 
the vulgar, or ^hc creative fancy of the poet, 

' - Two 
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751, Two hundred and eighteen years after 
the deftruflion of the Btirgundian empire, the 
defcendants of Clovis'were publicly depofed in a 
general aflfetnbly of the people, when the fceptre 
was transferred to Pepin, whofe family had long 
governed the Franks, with the delegated autho- 
rity of Maires du Palais. After a long and glp- 
rious reign, this fuccefsful ufurper, (for fuch he 
in fact was, notwithftanding all the cafuiftry of 
Rome) tranfmitted the crown to his two fons, 
Charles and Carloman^ The latter of whom did 
hot long furvrve his father, but died in the flower 
of his yotith ; nor did his ambitious brother en- 
tirely efcape the fufpicion of having contributed to 
his death.* Yet whatever may have been the 
means, by which Charles was delivered from a 
troublefoliie competitor, they were foon obliterat- 
'cd from the public mind, by the wifdom of his in- 
ftitutions, and the brilKancy of his exploits. Hit 
tory indeed produces very few charafter^ more 
worthy admiration than the fon of Pepin, fo well 
known by the honorable and appropriate appella- 
tion of Charlemagne. 

Whether we contemplate the magnitude of his 
deifigns, the extent of his cohquefts, the variety of 
his eftabHfliments, or the fagacity of his meafures— 

* TMs report is treated by Schmidt as a mere calumny. 

D 4 wJ^ether 



40 HISTORY OP THE 

whether we confider him under the fplendid cha- 
rafter of a conqueror, or behold him providing for 
the future happinefe of his fubjcfts, by correcting 
abufes and inftituting laws-— we {hall not, I think, 
hefitate to allot him a very diftinguifhed place, 
among thofe extraordinary perfonages, which na- 
ture fometimes produces for the improvement, and 
civilifation of an unenlightened age; which ap- 
pear like meteors in the gloom of night, and are 
like them phaenomena, though in the moral world. 

Charles has been blamed by many writers for 
having received the imperial crown from the 
hands of the Pope ; which was certainly, in fome 
degree, to acknowledge the fupremacy of the papal 
power ; and was made ufe of by the ambition of 
fucceeding pontiffs, to eftablifli a claim of fupre- 
macy, which was productive of the moft fetal con^ 
fequences. Eginhard, indeed, aflures us that had 
Charles been previoufly acquainted with Leo's in- 
tentions, he would not, notwithftanding all his 
piety, have been prefent at the celebration of jmafs 
in St. Peter's church* Strong iri the fentiment of 
his own fuperior greatnefs, it is pofEble he might 
have defpifed a vain and ofientatious ceremony, 
which was accompanied with no real advantage. 
But high as our opinion is of the perfpicuity and 
penetration of his mind, we can hardly perfuade 
lourfdvcs, that in the plenitude of glory he could 

fo 



HELVETIC REPtTBLICS. 4% 

fb far dive into futurity as to foreice the pot 
iibility of a time, when the creature of his own 
raiiing (for in faft the Pope was Kttle more), fhould 
arrogate to himfelf a paramount dominion over 
that power from whence his own was derived. 
And fpite of Eginh^ard's authority, it is nearly as 
difficult to fuppofe he could have been a ftranger 
to the fcene which was preparing. 

The celebrity of the conqueror's name drew con- 
gratulatory embaffies from Perfia, Mauritannia, and 
Bagdat. An event of this nature, in modern times, 
has nothing wonderful, fince the moft diftant ex- 
tremities of the earth are more nearly conriefted, 
in the prefent age of commerce and navigaticm, 
than the extremities of Germany were in the reign 
of Charlemagne. . 

It is a Angular circumftance in the charafter of 
this great man, that his mind was equally formed 
for embracing the whole chain of European poli- 
tics, upon their moft extenfive fcale, and to enter 
into the miniiteft details of the nioft trifling occur- 
rences. When occupied in reducing thie Saxons, 
and the heroic Wittikind, his vigilant eye was ftill 
fixed upon the tranfaftions of Rome ; nor did his 
attention to the afiairs of the church, even in the 
capital of the Chriftian world, ever render him neg- 
ligent of the warlike north. Immediately after 

giving 
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^ving audience to the ambafladors of Aafon At 
Rafchid, on of Irene, he would retire to his cabi- 
liet, and inveftigate^ with the exafteft attention, 
tvery circunvilance of dpmeftic economy. No- 
thing was too great for his comprehenfive genius. 
Nothing was below his notice, ft was an invari- 
able rule of his life, perfonally to infped every 
thing, which could poffibly be brought under his 
perfonal infpeftion. The maxim is excellent, but 
is-fddom pra<a:icable in the extenfive concerns of a 
public fccne. And when adopted by minds of an 
inferior caft, fometimes degenerates into a failing.* S^. 

IBtherto we have oftly exa:mined the brilliant 
fide of the portrait. We muft not conceal the ^ 
reverfe. Forty years of war were a burden, too 
great for Charles's dominions, eiftenfive as jhey 
were, to fupport. So that in fome refpefts, per- 
haps, his adminiftration was attended with more 
External J^lehdor, than real and permanent advan- 

• This remark was completely exemplified in the perfon of 
Jofeph the fecond. Born with conflderable talents, and a mind 
fenliblft t© the charms of glory, he ruined his own reputation, 
rfnd had he lived ionger, might have ruined his country by ew^r*- 
go^erning, , In commercial cftablifhment^ lie examined the . 
movements of tv^ry feparate wheel, inftead of attending to th« 
effedl and operations of the whole machine. He was a better 
ferjeant than a general ; and rather the fecretary bf a miniftcr, 
thatt a xhinifter himfelf. 

tage. 









tage. But ttc moft ftf iking error "of his rei^ 
confifts in his behaviour towards the Saxons.. At: 
a more enlightened period it would have been 
without excufe* For to attempt the converfion 
of a whole nation by the fword, is an adion no- 
lefs repugnant to the diftates of common fenfe, 
than it is contradiftory to the humane fpirit of that 
'f religion which he fought to propagate. This plea, 
however, may be alleged in his defence, and it will 
apply equally to all his failings — that they.werc 
thofc of the age in which he lived, while his vir- 
tues were entirely his own. Among the colonies 
of vanquifhed Saxons, which he di^erfed in va* 
tious parts of the empire, fome were diftributed in 
the tranquil vallies of Helvetia, which are, even to- 
this dayy^'diftinguifliaHe from the original inhabi- 
tants by fome faint traces of their native dialed, 
and their primeval cuftoms. 

> 
The reign of Charlemagne is confidered as form- 
ing an important epoch in modern hiftory. The 
manners, laws, and religion of moil of the Euro- 
pean nations had undergone a material alteration, 
fince the time of the Romans. Befides, by the 
wide progrefs of their arms, the different pro- 
vinces^ of Europe began once mote to be united by 
the chain of common dependancy, and a more.re- 
galar fyftem to prevail throughout the whole. It 
aaay not therefore be improper to take a rapid 

view 
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v:cvv of tholie pirts at leaft, which arc mpft inti- 
mately Gonnefted with the prefent narrative, and 
to examine the various changes, whether civil, 
ecclefiaftical, or moral, which had accompanied 
the progrefs of the feudal system. 

Under the Romans, the government was purely 
military. Military it ftUl continued to be, under 
the fucceifors of Clovis, though totally diflferent in 
it*s nature. The whole fyftem of war had entirely 
dianged ; and we fhould form a very erroneous 
idea of the armies, which fought under the Mero- 
vingian princes, were we to look for the exa^l dif- 
dpline of the legionary troops, in the proud days 
of Roman glory. The art of defence was perhaps 
never lefs underftood. The event of a battle was 
4ecided by the valor of the foldiers ; fcarcely ever 
by the jDbdll of the general. Indeed, were we more 
intimately acquainted with the boafled heroes of 
thofe dark ages, we Ihould probably difcover that 
ferfonal courage was in general the fource from 
which their reputation was derived. The brutal 
valor of Ajax we find in many. The refined 
policy of Vlyjfes in none. 

Under the immediate predeceffors of Charle- 
magne, military difcipline had certainly made fomc 
fteps towards improvement. It is true, that the 
ferocious ambition of the firft princes of the Mero- 
> vingian 
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\ingian line had kept the fword continually un- 
flieathed. But their quarrels were rather family 
feuds, than national contefts. The public took 
little intereft in them, but beheld, with the moft 
perfect indiflFerence, the rife or fall of the tyrant of 
the day. The bolder policy of the Maires du Pa^ 
his opened a wider field for the contending parties. 
So that the violent animofities, which fubfifted be« 
tween the rival powers of Auflrafia and Neuflrafia, 
may in many refpefls be confidered as civil wars. 
One part of the empire was in faft armed againft 
the other. The fpirit of faction ran high j and 
the pride and vanity of the individual became in- 
tercfted in the fuccefs of his leader. 

The national charafter too was confiderably 
changed* But if we expeft to find any amend- 
ment we fhall be cruelly deceived. The wants of 
fociety were perhaps increafed. But their manners 
had certainly made but little progtefs towards re- 
finement. Regretting the rude and boifterous 
pleafures of a favage life, which they had been 
forced from neceility to abandon, they were as yet 
incapable of tailing the elegant enjoyments of a 
more poliihed ftate. The very fmall portion of 
tafte, tyhich had found its way into the nation, 
was entirely confined to the higher claffes. A 
greater difproportion had arifen in the diftribu- 
tion oi wealth : but the fituation of the rich was 

far 
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. £ar from temng meliorated, in a fimilar dcgtcif 
while that of the poor was become incomparably 
more wretched. 

The manners of a court may in general be taken 
as a pretty fair criterion of the national chatafter— 
at leaft in point of refinement. Some degree of 
degance may indeed be vifible in the capital, 
though the people are but juft emerging from a 
flate of barbarifm. But if a palace be disfigured 
with coarfe licentioufnefs, and rude brutality, we 
may, without hefitatiDn pronounce that the habits, 
which prevail among the lower orders, are favage 
and uncouth. In the conduft of the Merovingian 
princes, we trace a feries of atrocities, fcarcely to 
be equalled in the annals of the world. The coun- ^ 
try, over which they prefided, was the feat of 
plunder, of rape, and of ifiurden 

Panem ef circenfes was the popular cry of the r 
degenerate. Romans. The paffion for war and 
hunting was equally violent among thie Germans. 
Indeed, fuch was their attachment to every thing 
which contributed to their favorife amufefnents, 
that particular precautions were employed againft 
perjury, in all judicial trials, where either hawks, 
or dogs were concerned. St. Bbnifacius openly 
reproaches the clergy with negleft or duty, while - 
occupied in the pleafures of the chafe. In another 

ordinance. 
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ordinance, he forbids, under fevere penakies, thafi 
either dogs or hawks Jhould be kept for the divsrfioh^ 
efthe nuns. 

Drunkennefs was alfp a'vice to which the age 
was peculiarly addi<fted* Charlemagne, who was 
by nature fober, and who had acquired, from his 
intercourfe with foreign people, the ftrongeft de- 
teflation foi* a cuftom which is fo degrading to an 
intelledual being, took unfpeakable pains td abo- 
lifli it. For this purpofe he difcouraged thofe fre- 
quent, and numerous meetings, which under the 
title of fraternities^ ferve^i for little more than a 
plaufible pretext to indulge in this favorite ex- 
cels. Many of theTe focieties were of Pagan infti- 
tution, and had originally been diftinguiflied by 
the appellation of fome heathen divinity, under 
whofe immediate patronage they were fuppofed to* 
exift. The introduftion of a new religion had 
produced no material change in the purfuits and 
habits, of the members, though it had in the choice 
of their patron, who was now felefted from the 
Chriftian calendar, inftead of being taken from the 
more jovial ^deities of antiquity. 

In his third capitular^ Charlemagne e^prefsly for- 

• bids tlie receiving the teftimony of a drunkard in 

a court of juftice; and further enadls, that the 

. ■ ' ^ Count 
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Count is never to appear in his tribunal unlefs he be. 
fiber. 

Another, and principal objeft of his reign, was 
to fet bounds to the oppreffive condud: of the 
great nobility. But notwithftanding all his ex- 
ertions, the evil was too deeply rooted to be eradi- 
cated. Even during the vigorous adminiftration 
of fo vigilant and powerful a monarch, we not 
only meet with inftances of the moft unbounded 
defpotifm, in the behavior of the barons towards 
their vaflals, but frequently £nd them waging war 
againft each other, in open defiance of the royal 
authority. Repeated ordinances demonftrate his 
?seal in the caufe of humanity, and prove, at the 
lame time, the inefficacy of his endeavors. 



He was fcarcely more foccefsful in his attempts 
to prevail upon the Germans to lay afide a cuftom, 
which had long prevailed, of going always arn^ied. 
But every prejudicecombined to oppofehim. The 
very ecdefiaftics themfelves were fo ftrOngly im- 
L^^i^l'^l fe&cd with this martial fpirit, that they aftually 
made a merit of appearing at a coimcil, at Mentz, 
in the humble garb of Chriftian pafiors. " We — 
Thefe are their very words — We^ (fay they) who in 
** our character of prelates have renounced all worldly 
** concerns^ are ready to lay afide all fecular weapons^ 

" confining 
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" confining our/elves entirely to thofe of the church. But 
** we cannot take upon ourf elves to advife the laity to , 
^'abandon the ufe of arms. It Wz\s the usage of 
** jOUR ancestors, and was by them trans- 

"-MITTED TO us/* \ 

Under the immediate fucceffors • of Charle- 
magne, every falutary reftraint was removed, 
while guilt ftalked boldly iii the face of day, with- 
but the fhadow of difguife. In 847, there ap- 
peared an imperial refcript, forbidding murders, 
or robbery, under the fevereft penalties, which had 
hitherto been regarded as the legitimate prifvilege of the 
great. But of how little avail all regulations 
proved, we may collect from the following de- 
claration, which was publifhed by the ecclefiaftical 
fynod, affembled at Mentz, in 888. " Who can 
" behold with dry eyes,'* (exclaim the prelates) 
" our churches ruined, their altars overturned, 
" their plate ftolen, their priefts murdered, and 
" the faithful thus deprived of the advantage of 
" all religious ceremonies ?" Allowing for the ex- 
aggerated ftile of declamation, what a pifture of 
horrors have we here ! But it was an age of un- 
bounded licentioufnefs. — ^We have inftances of 
princeffes being forcibly carried away from their 
father's palace, and compelled, however reluc- 
tantly, to marry the raviflier. We find a king 
caufing his fon to.be deprived of fight, only be- 
VoL. I. E caufe 
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xattfe he r^fafed to continue in the ecclefiaftica! 
profeffion, which he had been obliged to embrace? 
contrary to his inclination. — ^Nay, even Charle- 
magne himfelf thought it right, publicly to exhort 
his foAs, not to put their nephews to death without a le- 
gal trial — nor to maim them^ nor to blind them^ nor to 
force them to enter into a imnajlic life without their con- 
fent^ 

Plrofligacy of morals prevailed to fuch a degree, 
that Dagobert had three wives, at the fame time, 
all of whom bore publicly the title of queen. But 
the greateft of calamities wks the total defcd of 
probity, and honour. At no period of the world 
were' oaths in fuch frequent ufe, nor accompanied 
with fuch impoling folemnity, and yet at no period 
were promifes fo litde binding. .Vopifcus^ fpeaking 
of the Franks, ufes thefe remarkable words, they 
wore a fmile upon their countenances^ even while they 
were meditating the hlackcjh treachery •^ Procopius 
confiders their want of faith as proverbial. Gre- 
gory of Tours abounds with anecdotes of their per- 
fidious character, and in this inftance, at leaft, wc 
have no reafon to doubt his teftimony. Hkving 
occafion to mention Guntram, he adds, " Though 
" in other -refpefts zman of homur^ yet he was^fo 
, ^ addifted to falfehood, that he fcarcely ever took 

. V * Bell. Gotli. c. 27. 

"an 
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** an oath, which he did not immediately break.*" 
So that among the ancient Franks it was poffible 
to be guilty of the blaclfeft perjury, and ftill to' 
enjoy the reputation of a good fort of man. Good- 
nefs indeed, when taken in this fenfe, is a quality 
which has been fliamefully proftituted in all ages, 
but the moft lax of modern' moralifts wdVild, we* 
flatter ourfelves, have blufhed to lavifh it on fg un- 
worthy an objefti 

During the> feventh and eighth centuries, the 
whole fcience of jurifprudence may be nearly re- 
duced to the practical experiment of devifing new 
ceremonies, by which to increafe the fanctity of 
an oath. The difcovery of a relit^ was regarded 
of no lefs importance in zjudicial^thzn in zreligious 
view. The arm of government was fuppofed to 
receive an increafe of ftrengthj proportionate to 
what it acquires in mddern times from an additi- 
onal law. Great, indeed, was the veneration for 
faints and martyrs, who were believed to be per- 
fonally interefted in the refped which was fhewn 
to the mouldy remains of their* corporeal exift- 
ence ; and that they revenged every inftance of 
difrcgard^ by an immediate manifeftation of their 

* GuDitramrtlus vers alhu fane lonus^ iiarri ad perjuria ilimiurtL 
j[>raeparatus erat veruntamch nulli amicorum facr^mentum dc- 
dit, quod non protirius omififTct. Oi^'^* Tur. 1. v. c. 14. 

E 2 difpleafure* 
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dlf^tefurc. Thus, when an oath was to be ad> 
miniftered, the pcrfon, who took it^ held in his 
hand a tooth, or bone, or other facred fragment o£ 
martyrology. Sometimes he was conduftec to the 
grave of the moft fafhionablc faint, in hi-cs that 
the fuperior fandtity of the fpot miglit L.ilpire pe« 
culiar a^e. But if the affair in queftion was of 
a nature to require more than common invefliga- 
tion, he was then carried, on a kind of rdigioiis 
tour, to vifit the moft celebrated fhrines, on every 
one of which he was to renew the affeveration of 
his innocence. Yet it frequently happened, that 
all thefe precautions were inefFeftual, for the man, 
who had fo little regard to honefly, as to deceive 
the inhabitants of this world, was feldom found ta 
fhew much refped for thofe of the pther.* CM- 
fcricy when in contradiction to the mofl folemn 
promife,hewent toParis,was moil religioufly fcru- 
pulous in his devotions to every popular relic, 
hoping by the afliduity of his attendance to con- 
ciliate the favor of thofc holy perfonages, whom 
he had fo grievoufly offended by his perjury* 
Ebroin, when he publicly fwore to refpeft the fa- 
cred character of the Auftrafian Duke, if he Ihould 
venture within the Neuftrafian territory, had the 
precaution to remove the relics out of the cafe 
where they were ufually kept, flattering himfelfy 

* Gregory of Tours i= 
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by this pious fraud, to efcape the punifhment, 
which is due to broken oaths. 

The fiiperftition and crjedulity of the times are 
thus defcribed by the celebrated Agabard^ who 
was Archbifhop of Lyons^ during the xeign of 
Louis le debonaire* '* The Chriftians of our days, 
^* (fays he) fwallow down abfurdities, at which 
** the very Pagans themfelves would have rev<dt- 
^* ed/' He then proceeds to bring forward a va- 
riety of inftances in fupport of his affertion, and 
among others, the popular opinion, that there 
were men endowed with the power of raijing Jhrms^ 
and direSing the elements.* 

Pilgrimages were much in ufe, and regarded as 
highly efficacious. Even the ftrong mind of Char- 
lemagne had imbibed a taint of this prevailing 
prejudice. His frequent journies to Rome were, 
in all probability, not entirely diftatcd t)y motives 
of policy, though he l^ad the good fenfe never to 
lofe fight of his temporal interefts^ through exeefs 
of fuperftition. Various heathen ceremonies had 
found their way into the Chriftian church, which 
are eafily traced to the original fource, in fpite of 
their new difguife. Inftead of confulting the 

* A faditious temped was ftilcd aura Icuatitlc^y the perfon pof- 
feffing the faculty of exciting it, tempeftqriu^ 

E 3 e^le^s 
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eagle's flight, or the palpitating entrails of the 
flaughtered bull, fubftitutes were found equally 
unfatisfadory and abfurd, to which credulity had 
refource for the uncertain knowledge of futurity. 
One fpecies of divination, which was denomir 
liated fortes fan^orunij confifted in opening the 
Bible at random, and reading the firfl: verfe that 
caught the eye ; the fenfe of which was trans- 
ferred tQ the event in queftiqn, and coafidered as 
4 fatisfaftory interpretation of it, Thus wei find 
that Clovis, having directed his march accidentally 
towards Tours, fent fome of his followers into 
the cathedral, where the body of St. Martin re- 
pofed, in hopes that the peculiar refpeft he had 
ihewn for the patrimony of the faint, might tempt 
him to give fome vifible fign, by which to judge 
of the refult of the expedition in which he was 
engaged. As they entered the church, the ca- 
nons were chanting the following verfe., pracinx^ 
ijli me^ domine^ ad helium \ fupplantajli infurgentes in 
me fubtus me^ Sff inimicorum meoriim dedijii niihi dor- 
fum. The meaning was evident. Clovis returned 
thanks to thq holy martyr for this favourable in- 
terpretation of the divine will, and marched in- 
trepidly againft Alaric^*, when the event of the 
battle proved the faint to be no flatterer. 



* Gregory of Toiirs, 1. il. c. 27. 
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Tlic extreme ignorance of the times rendered it 
almoft impoffible to meet with perfons properly- 
qualified for the exercife of religious fiinftions. - 
Even under the monaftic habit, and at the very- 
foot of the altar^ we difcover the fame fpirit of li* 
jcentioiifiiefs which prevailed fo generally among 
the laity. The meeknefs and benevolence of the 
Chriftian character might poflibly be admired in 
theory, but were to be met with no wher6. Nor 
were the appropriate duties of the ecclefiaftic^ 
profeffion fufpefted even to exift. Inftead of comr ^ 
forting the afflided, vifiting the fick, and ad- 
niinifterlng the balro of confolation to a troubled 
jconfcience, gaming and hunting formed the fole 
occupations of the clergy. By degrees they ea--^ 
4d3^Gsdr the ciuirafs, and led their vaffals in perfon 
to the field We muft not however be induced, 
by our reverence for living examples of morality 
and devotion, to imagine that the fword of the 
church was always drawn in the caufe of juftice, 
or in the defence of injured innocence. Intereft, 
ambition, and party fpirit, were no lefs' active in 
ftimulating the martial prelate to arms, than in 
exciting the animofity of the fecular knight. Their 
religion too was a motley compofition. The mi- 
racles of the-Gofpel were frequently engrafted 
upon Pagan errors, The latter too, was but an in- 
congruous mixture ; in which we find the elegant 
mythology of Rome disfigured by the introduction 

E4 Qf 
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of that rude fyilem of Polytheifrn, which we meet 
with among the barbarous nations of the north. 

No caufe feems to have operated fo powerfully 
to impede the progrefs of improvement, as the 
prejudice, which , almoft univerfally prevailed 
againft every thing that was Roman. This anti- 
pathy was fo ftrong, that every convenience of 
life was rejefted without further inquiry, if bor- 
rowed from a Roman model. Indeed, it is pro- 
bable, that all remains of tafte and literature 
would have perifhed irretrievably, except for a 
cuftom which was pretty general in all religious 
houfes, of fetting apart a certain number of 
hours to be daily employed in fome manual oc- 
cupation. The wilh of diverlifying their labors 
led them fometimes to tranfcribe thofe Latin ma- 
nufcripts which fell into their hands; and this 
accounts at once for their numbers, and the inac- 
curacy of exifting copies. Such too was the ig- 
norance of the clergy, that regulations ftiU exift, 
prohibiting the reception of any perfon into holy 
orders, unlefs he had been taught to read. 

Of the tafte and genius of the times, foine opi- 

' niqn may be ftill formed from the works of the 

ancient chroniclers. Even Gregory of Tours, ma- 

nifefts fuch abundant credulity^ and fuch a love 

for the marvellous, that it is no eafy talk to felect 

from 
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^om his writings, fuch materials, as are worthy 
the attention of an enlightened reader.. The hu- 
man underftanding (fays Fredigar) evidently fuf- 
fers from the general decay of nature. So that 
it would be in vain for a writer of our age to afpire 
to the genius of men who flourilhed when /Ar 
nuorld was in the full vigor of youth. 

It flbould feem a paradox to fay, that the fitua- 
tion of the people deteriorated in proportion as 
the prerogatives of the crown were circumfcribed. 
The •remark, however, is correftly true, as the 
fmalleft degree of attention will convince us. In 
the days of Clovis, the word people was a term of 
diftinclion. " Our people^** fays this rude warrior 
in a letter to one of his bifliops, after the battle of 
Poitiers, " defire, that when you claim any of the 
^' prifoners, under pretence that they are vaffals 
*' of the church, you would fubftantiate the de- 
^ mand upon oath." In more modern times, a 
fovereign would, in all probability, have fubfti- 
tuted WE, for our people. Nothing befides cah 
te clearer, than that the people were always c6n- 
fulted in the divifion of the fpoil; and that the 
prince could not difpofe of any part of it, without 
fheir confent. But as the feudaj fyftem gained 
ground, the power of the barons increafed in the 
fame proportion, while the confequence of the 
people, by degrees, dwindled away, till they funk 

into 
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into mere cyphers, and were confidcred in no 
other light, than that of fo much live ftock, at- 
tached to the glebe they cultivated. ^ In procefs of 
time, the great vaffals became fo formidable, that 
the fovereign was totally unable to carry on any 
war, of which they did not approve. Nor was it 
an uncommon thing for them to defert the royal 
ftandard, fo foon as they found all further hope 
of plunder at an endt This fpirit of infubordina- 
tion, and felf-intereft, deferves particular notice, 
as it ferves to throw fome light upon the failure 
of many important expeditions, for which other- 
wife it would be difficult to account. Terrified 
at the increafing influence of ariliocracy, the fhort- 
fighted monarchs had recourfe to a remedy, which 
eventually proved flill more fatal to their autho- 
riity, than the difeafe itfelf. They chofe out one 
of the mofl: powerful of the nobility, whom they 
loaded with favors, hoping, under flicker of his 
proteding arm,' to awe his rivals into fubmiflion. 
Having united the higheft military command to 
the adminiftration of juftice, the maires du palais 
foon rofe to a degree of pre-eminence, which to^ 
tally eclipfed the royal phantom, whofe authority 
they were fuppofed to reprefent. The ambition 
and jealoufy of thefe haughty minifters were the 
fources of inceflant wars between the rival nations 
of Auftrafia and Neuftrafia : which, together with 
their .boundlefs prodigality towards the barons of 

their 
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their own faftion, had fo completely exhaufted the 
royal treafury, that CharleS Martel was reduced to 
the neceflity of granting ecclefiaftical benefices to 
various layJords, as a means of contenting their 
avidity. This 'being the only branch of revenue 
which had been left untouched by his predecet 
fors/ Thefe grants were commonly made upon 
the ufual conditions of feudal' tenures, and were 
thus gradually converted into a new fpedes of mi- 
litary fief. The abufes, arifing from this fyftem, 
were enormous. Many of thefe nominal prelates 
were married, to the great fcandal of the church. 
Nor was their way of life in any refpeft different 
from that of the lay-barons, from whom they 
were diftinguiflied only by the ecclefiaftical habit, 
which in compliance vrith vulgar prejudices^ they 
fometimes condefcended to wear. We may thus 
account, in a fatisfaftory way, for that martial 
Spirit, which in thofe days had found it's way 
into the ecclefiaftical profeflion, to the^ utter fub- 
verfion of decency, morality, and focial order. 

Though the crown was in a great meafure he- 
reditary*, yet the confent of the people appears to 
have been almoft univerfally regarded among the 

* It feems to have been entirely fo with rerpe<5l to the reign- 
ing family^ though it did not always defcend according to the 
flired line of fucceflion. 

northern 
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northern nations, as a cerenaony by no means in^ 
different. No fooner had the reigning monarch 
(dfecided upon the diyifion of his ftates, than an 
affembly of the people was fummoned, when- the 
prince, or princes, who were deftined to fucceed, 
being elevated upon a Ihield, were publicly ac-f 
knowledged as the rightful heirs. 

We find, from the ancient chroniclers, that 
Pepin was anointed and crowned. But fince they 
do not mention this as a new ceremony, it is rear 
fonable to infer, that it was no innovation, but 
had been practifed at the acccflxon of other mo- 
narchs before his time* 

A kingdom was divided into a certain number 
of dijlri£ts^ (called pagi) each of which was under 
the immediate jurifdiftion of a count. Several of 
thofe conftituted a province^ and were fubjeft to 
the fuperintendance of a duke. The duties of thefe 
offices may be fufficiently underftood from * a pa- 
tent, 

* Prsecipuc regalis in hoc perfe6ta conlaudatur dementia, ut 
inter cun6liim populum bonitas et vigilantia requiratur perfon- 
arum. Nee facile cuilibet judiciariam convenit coramittere 
dignitatem^ nili prius^^sfej tX Jirtnuitas videntur elTe probatae. 
Ergo dum et fidem, & utilitatem tuam videmur hac e re com- 
pertam ; ideo adiionem comitatus^ ducatus^ pairiciatus in pago illo^ 
quana antecelTor taus ille ufque nunc vifus ell egiffe tibi ad a- 

gepduna 
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tent, which is preferved by Marculfus. Indeed^ 
there appears to be fcarce any difference in them, 
except as to the extent of territory over which 
they prefided. Every duke had ufually feve- 
ral counts under him, though there are in- 
ftances in which the latter appear to have exer* 
cifed an independant jurifdiftion, fubjeft only to ^ , 
the controul of royalty, without the intervention 
of any intermediate magiftrate. From all exifting 
documents it is pretty evident, that the word 
count was merely an official dijiinilion^ and not an 
hereditary title attached to a particular fief. The 
qualifications which were deemed requifite for this 
high office, confifted in loyalty and courage. The 
firft of thefe was of the greateift importance at a 
period, when civil feuds predominated with un- 
bounded licence. The latter was the appropriate 
charafter of knighthood, and was regarded as the 
type of every virtue. Neither of thefe offices were 
hereditary in their origin. Gregory of Tours 

gendum, regendum que commiiimus. Ita ut femper crga re- 
gimen noftrum fidem illibatam cuftodias & omnes pcpuli Ibidem 
commanentesy tarn Franciy Romanij BurgunJ'to7ieSy vel rdiqu^e na^ 
tionesjuh tuo rtgimine degent l£ moJerentur^ et cos redo iramite fecun^ 
dum legem i^ confuetudinem eorum regas\ Flduis t^ pupillii maxi* 
mus defenfor apparens, Lutronum /cetera a te reprimaniur^ ut populi 
bene 'v'wentes^ fubtus regmine gaudenteSy debcant conjiftere quie0\ Et 
qtnd quid de ipfa aflione in fifci ditiontbus fperatur per vofTuet ipJo{ 
JiTigHlis anms noftris araj'iis infer aiur,. Marc, 1. i. f. 8. 

fpeaks 
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Ipeaks of a certain Paenius, who fent his fon Mam-s 
molus to the court of one of the Merovingian 
princes, with a fum of money, which he was in-^ 
ftnifted to apply in fuch manner, as to obtain a 
renewal of his father's charge, which was upon the 
point * of expiring ; but that the fon contrived to 
lay it out fo much to his owri advantage, that he 
procured the grant for himfelf. It is by no means 
cafy to fix the exaft period when thefe employ* 
ments became hereditary. Many inftances are to 
be met with in Gregory of Tours, where both 
dukes and counts have been removed. But cafes 
of this nature appear in general to have been 
looked upon as fignal marks of royal difpleafure, 
and were by no means comuion- 

To acquire an adequate idea of the forn^ of 
government, which was eftablifhed in thofe dark 
ages, it will be requifite to take a hafty view of the 
different codes which prevailed among the north- 
ern nations. And as thefe have in great meafure 
ferved for a bafis upon wl^ich the more perfect fu^ 
perftrufture of modern jurifprudence has been 
gradually raifed, the inquiry cannot be deemed 
altogether nugatory. 

It has been an objecl of laborious, and hitherto^ 
in a great degree, of inefiedu^ inveftigation ta 

the 
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the antiquary, to trace the origin of the words 
Salic and Ripuarian* The definitions of the fpr-* 
mer are no leis various than they are fanciful, 
and ufifatisfaftory. The latter is probably de- 
rived from the Latin word riparius,^ as it relates to 
a people, who inhabited the banks of the Rhine, 
the Mofelle, and the Schelde. It requires but little 
penetration to difcover, that both the Ripuarian • 
and Salic codes, were indebted for their origin to 
a people who were fubjeft to the errors of Pagan- 
ifm ; and that they wei:e afterwards reformed by 
the firft Chriftian princes, till they were purged 
from their moft ftriking abfurdities, and rendered, 
if not reconcilable with, at leaft not repugnant to, 
their newly adopted fait^. It is true, that the 
moft ancient manufcripts, with which we are ac- 
quainted, are all in the Roman tongue, yet fo 
evident throughout the whole are the allufions to 
German'nianners, that many ingenious critics have 
been induced to fufpeft, that they were originally 
compofed in that language ; while national vanity 
is flattered in thinking, that they ferve to contra- 
dia the pifture drawn by Tacitus, of the rude 
ftate of fociety among their early progenitors. 

It is far from our intention to enter into a mi- 
nute inveftigation of the merits or demerits of 
thefe celebrated fyftems, which have already been 
elucidated in fo fatisfaftory a manner by an abler 

pen* 
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pen. But fliall content ourfelves with a few cur^^ 
fory remarks, which appear necefiary to iUuftrate 
our fubfequent narrative. 

Perhaps no ftrongcr argument can be adduced 
of the inefficacy of all civil inftitutions for the pre- 
fervation of peace, in a rude and barbarous age, 
than the various regulations and provifions which 
fo frequently occur in the Salic and Ripuarian 
codes, for the termination of private quarrels. In 
more polifhed nations, the law announces itfelf in 
an authoritative tone. Among the early Ger- 
mans, it rather perfuaded, and advifed, than com^ 
manded. Hence, in cafes of homicide, it wast 
more the objeft of the judge to pacify^ the rela* 
tions of the deceafed, than to punifh the criminal, 
to prevent the fatal confequences of family feuds, 
than to revenge the injury which had been com- 
mitted againft fociety. The following anecdote is re- 
lated by Gregory of Tours. A young man of Tour- 
liai, indignant at the ill-treatment which his lifter 
had received, fell upon her hulband, with the af- 
fiftance of a feleft party of friends, and murdercd^ 
him with many of his attendants. The aflBray 
however, was of fo defperate a nature, that the 
youth, with feveral of his companions, were 
killed. The fpirit of revenge might now be fup- 
pofed to have been amply latiated. This was, how- 
ever, very far from being the cafe. The honor 

of 
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of the deceafed required a ftill further efFufion of 
blood. The relations, and dependants armed on 
both fides. Not a night paffed, but the citizens of 
Tournai were alarmed with the Ihrieks of mur- 
der, and the clafh of fwordsi Not a morning 
dawned, but th^y were fliocked with the horrid 
i^<5tacle of fome friend, or relative, borne lifelefs 
to the grave. Fredegunde, who to the difgrace olf 
humanity, and of the female character, at that time 
reigned over a part of France, left nothing unat- 
tempted to appeafe their refentment* But find- 
ing every effort ineffeftual, ftie embraced a refolu- 
tiori, which, while it difplays the ferocity of her 
own difpofition, evinces the weaknefs of the civil 
arm. Having invited the principal adherents of 
either faction to a fplendid entertainment, under 
the fpecious pretence of promoting a reconcilia- 
tion, flie plied them with wine, till they were in* 
cabable of all refiftance, and then caufed them to 
be affaffinated in cold blood. 

One of the moft crying abufes of the Ripuarian 
and Salic codes, was their venality* Every crime 
Was punifhable by "a fine. The Hves and members 
of men were taxed according to their rank and 
profeflion ; w^hich, in many cafes, is in an inverfe 
proportion to their real value ; an arm or leg be- 
ing certainly of greater confequcnce to a pea- 
£int, than to a prieii* Thus a tarif exifted by 
Vol. L F which 
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which a maia was always certain at what expence 
he might infringe the rights, or mutilate the 
bodies, of his fellow creatures. A Frank was 
rated at twice fo much as a Roman. What a de- 
gradation, to the vanity of that once proud re- 
public ! and what a train of reflections might not 
this fingle circumftance excite in a philofophic 
mind, upon the inftability of all human greatnefs. 
In this refpeft at leaft, the Burgundians and Vift- 
goths were more equitable. Murder among them 
Was punilhable with death, without the invidious 
diftinftion of nation, or condition.. 

The abfurdities, and inconfiftencies of the ordeal 
trials, are too familiar to every reader to require 
any additional comment here. That hy Jingle com^ 
bat appears to be of Burgundian origin, and to 
have migrated from them to the furrounding bar- 
barians. Among the Franks, the fovereign feems 
to have prefided in perfon in the public courts ; 
and to have regarded the adminiftration of juftice, 
as the moft faered, and moft important acl of 
royal authority. Indeed, by fome of t)ie old Ger- 
man writers, the Latin word regere is tranflated 
by the word judge. The king judges inftead q£ 
governs^ 

Sfubordlnate alone to the royal tribunal, were 
thbfe of the dukes and counts j who held, the fe-^ 

. , cond 
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cond rank in the fcale of magiftrature* Their of., 
fice is frequendy termed dignitas judkiaria^ a title 
which clearly proves, that their civil fuhftions were 
in the higheft eftimation. When at any time, they 
were prevented from perfonal attendance; or pof- 
fibly when the fuit, or litigants, were not of fufi 
ficient confequence to merit the notice of fuch 
dignified perfonagfes, they were reprefetited by 
their *vicars. From whofe fentence there was an 
appeal to the chief magiftrate in perfon. 

In order to render the proceedings more pub- 
lic, and to facilitate the appearance of a greater 
number of witneffes, the tribunals were ufually 
erefted in the open air. For in cafes, where 
purgation by oaths was neceffary, fuch precau- 
tions were indifpenfable. The very fpbts too, 
which were dedicated to this purpofe, are even 
now to be traced in the etymology of the names 
of various German tOAvns. No judge could de- 
cide a caufe unlefs his fliield lay by him. In the 
order of hearing proceffes, a decided preference 
was always given to the widow, the orphan, and 
the church. The laws were few and fimple, and 
in a great degree dependant upon the feelings of 
the magiftrate. So that the tedious and expen- 
five forms of modern jurifprudence, were wholly 
unknown, and unneceffary. 

F 2 By 
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By the Salic law females were incapable of foe- 
ceeding to a military fief — ^ cuftom not devoid 
of plaufibility, when perfonal fervice was the cha* 
rafteriftic of feudal dependance. But among the 
Burgundians, and Alamanni, this ulage waa un- 
known. 

No contributions were paid to government, but 
fuch as were voluntary, and und^r the title of free 
gifts. Military fervice was however a very heavy 
burden, at a time when the prince was engaged 
in continual wars, and when the vaffal was obliged 
to take the field at'his own expence. Yet ftill the 
revenues of the fovereign were far more ample 
than might have been expefted. The fources 
from which they arofe were the following : the 
crown lands, voluntary donations, and a confider- 
able fhare in all fines, which in an age when mif- 
. demeanors of every defcription were fubjeft to a 
pecuniary mulft, afforded no defpicable refource* 

• No fooner had the Francs over-run the greater 
.".part of Germany, than they began ferioufly to ap- 
. ply themfelves to the falutary talk of reducing, into 
fome regular form, thofe local cuftoms, which had 
hitherto fupplied the place of laws* We are in- 
formed that Theodoric, the fon of Clovis, affera- 
bled the moft enlightened of his fubjefts at Chaa- 
lons, for the exprefs purpofe of collefting the laws 
' of 



of the Franks, Alamanni", and Bavarians. Having 
reviewed tht code, when comjdete, he made fuch 
alterations as he thought moft conducive to the 
welfare of his fubjefts, or to. the fupport of his own 
authority; expunging thofe claufes which were 
repugnant t6 his confined ideas of Chriftianity. 
Childebett perfevered in tlie fame holy work. 
Waging war againft the errors of Paganifih with a 
fpirit of acrimony, which would have done honor 
to a monk. Clotaire the fecond had the honor bf 
completing it, and merited by his zeal the enco* 
miums of the church. This religious ardor ap- 
pears, however, to have been his only claim to the 
reputation of virtue— but prodigality to the clergy 
was, in thpfe days, a fufficient apology for every 
(crime* 

From various paflages in thefe two celebrated 
codes, we may trace the original charafter of the 
Germans a® defcribed by l^acitus.* Their predo- 
minfe^nt paffions, hunting and war, are manifeft in 
the numerous claufes relative to the prefervation 
o£ game, and in the high value attached to thofe 
animals, which were any way conducive to their 
favorite amufement, A hound, according to the 

♦ In the ancient Thuringian dialed^: a lance and a man were 
fynonimous terms, as weve a ^/j/tq/f a^ndB. 'woman. H'ar being re- 
garded f^s the occupation of the one,\^:V?»/Vz§- as that of the other, 
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Alamannic tarif, A^v'a? rated twelve times higher 
than ^ cow ; and at twice fo much as a hoxfe- — ^ 
hawk was equal to two ferfs, &c. 

Agriculture, though far from being brought -to 
any tolerable degree of perfeftion, had undoubt- 
edly made a cpniiderable progrefs fince the days 
of Tacitus. For we eyen find feveral proceffes 
inftituted to obtain the reftitution of contefted 
property ; which prove, at leaft, th^t land wz,s 
now beconie an objeft of general concern. This 
opinion is ftill further confirmed by obferving, that 
the demarcation, and diyifion of farms were at- 
tended to with fpme degree of accuracy ; and that 
certain formalities were ufed in all bargains for the 
fale or purchafe of eftates. All which aire coq- 
iliderable fteps towards civilifation. 

Grazing was in ftill higher repute, particularly 
in the mountainous diftrifts, if we may be allowed 
to judge from the wages giyen to thofe who were 
employed in paftpral occupations. The pay of a 
ihepherd, or fwineherd, was.equal to that of a cook 
• — of a marfhal, who had the infpeftion over twelve 
liorfes^ — of a- fenechal, who overlooked the fame 
number of fervants — or of a fmith. From this 
we may colleft the high value ^attached by the 
Germans to their flocks and herds, or their total 
jndiflFerence for a good dinner. 
^* W^V 
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War was the only occupation for free men. An 
honor too great for the degraded condition pf a 
ferf. This perhaps was one of the moft adive 
caufes of the immenfe population of the northern 
nations. Manufactures, war, and commerce, are 
a continual drain upon all polifhed people^ In 
many countries too, the impoflibility of fupport- 
ing a numerous family is a fatal obftacle in the 
way of marriage. But in thofe days of plenty, 
wlioi an increafe of children was juftly regarded' 
jis an increafe of wealth, when health and vigor 
were the charafteriftics of youth, and men were 
not funk into a premature decrepitude by the ex- 
ceflive fatigues, which are now neceflary to pro- 
cure even a morfel of bread, to affuage the aray- 
ings of a famiflied progeny — ^population floiirifhed 
to a degree which appears almoft incredible ^o us, 
who have been accuftomed from our cradles to a 
different fcene. 

But in proportion as the habits of Efe affumed 
a more polifhed form, and a greater inequality 
prevailed in the diftribution of wealth, the condi- 
tion of the lower claffes became gradually lefs com- 
fortable. The pofition may at firft fight be deemed 
paradoxical, yet it will be found, upon examina- 
tion, to be grounded upon fafts. At a time when 
tradefmen and mechanics did not as yet conftitute 

F4 - adiftind 
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a diftin^ clafs in fociety, all the, various labors, 
which were requifite far the convenience, or com« 
fort of the lord, were performed by his fcrfs. By 
them were the ftones brought, and hewn, whicl^ 
i^v^ere employed to build his caftle ; by them were 
the timbers prepared ; by them was the manfion 
erected. Works pf this nature were no indifferent 
burden, at a time when thofe ingenious difcpveries, 
which facilitate labor, were unknown ; when the 
fummit of a hill was ufually chofen for the proud 
abode of ariftocracy. A cuftom which was almoft 
nniyerfal under the Merovingian, and Carlovin-? 
• gian Idngs, as we may ourfelves judge from the 
frequent ruins which are ftill to be met with in. 
moil parts of Germany and Switzerland. 

From a law of the Alamanni we may form an 
Opinion of the martial fpirit of that people, and cf 
the imperfeft ideas they entertained of juftice. It 
enads the punifhment of a fon, who fliall take 
arms againft his father, and difpoffefs him of any 
of his jfiefs, ^Mle he is in ajituation ie bear arms^ to^ 
mount on horfebacky or to do competent fervice id thq 
king. By this claufe it appears, that from the mo^ 
ment a man was incapable of performing his war- 
like exercifes, he was looked upon to be dead in 
the eye pf the law, juft as in more modern times^ 
he became fo by taking the monaftic vtrws. 

The 



The fupcrftition of the age requires no iurtfaer 
iihtfinition than what may be derived from the 
proviikms of the law, againft forcezy, incantations^ 
and witchcraft. The interference of evil :i|)iTit5, 
enchanted arms, magic i|)ells-— in a word every ak* 
fntdity that ignorance could devife, or credoMty 
fwaflow, were regarded as objeds of- fttfi[ct^;it 
weight to occupy the attention of the legifbtor, or 
to excite the vi^lance of the ibvqreign^ 

The fatal prejudices cf the times luui drown aQ 
the commerce of Europe into the hands of the 
Jews. Beiides, the esiceffive, and frequently in* 
confequent duties, impofed by every petty prince, 
jat the frontiers of his little territory, operated witli 
ccmtinual farce to the utter annihilaticos of aUufb- 
fiil traffic ; and by raifii^ the pnce of every ar« 
tide of confumption, which was not the prodnee 
of his own domain, placed many of the moft com« 
jnon convehiencies of life entirely out of the reach 
of the far greater part of mankind. 

The general tranquillity, which pr^ailed during 
the reign of Charlemagne, and which continued 
in Switzerland for a confiderable time after hisf 
death, had proved extremely favorable to the pro- 
grefs of agriculture, and had tontributed to intro- 
duce a lefs ferocious fyftem into the habits and 
manners of fociety. We are informed that about 

this 
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this period the vine began to be planted on the 
ifouthem andweftern fides of the moft fhelt;ered 
hills ; the cultivation of it gradually fpread in 
proportion as the bleak forefts of Germany fell 
beneath the axe ofinduftry, and it's impenetrable 
moraffes yielded up' their imhealthy foil to the in- 
defatigable peajfant. The manfions of the nobility 
too^ affumed a more commodious afpeft, nor was 
defence any longer the fole objeft which their 
lordly owners had in view ; while the adjacent 
lands prefented an appearance of comfort, and fe- 
curity^ far more congenial to the. feelings of hu- 
manity, than war with all it's proudeft accompa- 
niments. Villages arofe in almoft every vale. 
The fmile of i:ontent, vifible upon the brow of the 
Helvetic peafant, diftinguifhed him from his more 
northern neighbors^, and plainly indicated that he 
was. already inpoffeffion of privileges, which placed 
him far above the de^aded ftate of perfeft flavery. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER ffl. 

Carlovingian Race — Bofon — Divijion of the Burgun- 
dian Monarchy — Rodolphus — Helvetia united to the 
German Empire — Pretenjions of the Court of Rome — 
IneffeSlual Oppofition df the Emperors — Bertold of 
Zaringen. 

A. D. 813. 

LEWIS the debonair, who fucceeded his fa- 
ther Charlemagne, was formed by nature 
foi: the auftere duties of a cloifter; but unfortu- 
nately for his own reputation, and the happinels 
of a powerful nation, he was deftined by birth to 
a throne. Poffeiling qualities, which might have 
enabled him to w^lk without reproach through 
the humble path of private life, his very virtues 
became blemiflies in the exalted ftation to which 
he was called. Miftaken piety rendered him neg- 
ligent of the duties of royalty, while the facility of 
his temper expofed him to continual errors, from a 
ihameful eondefcenfion to the caprices of an am- 
bitious wife. The clergy too took advantage of 
his weaknefs, and fattened upon the fpoils of the 

impoverifhed 
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to be acquired. It is the remark of an ingenious 
writer, that men of common abilities wait for oc- 
cafions, thofe of fuperior talents make them. The 
death of Lewis the Stammerer, opened a new field 
to the enterprifing fpirit of Bofon. He faw the 
poiEbility of- obtaining an independant crown* 
His foul caught fire at the alluring profpeft^ and 
devoted every faculty to it*s attainment. In an 
age of fuperftition the influence of the clergy is 
unbounded. Happy would it have been for man- 
kind, had it always been exerted in the caufe of 
virtue ! But ambition is reprefented, by our great 
poet, as the fin by which angels fell. It was the 
paflion to which Bofon applied. He was by nature 
Eberal, he now grew profufe. Every thing that 
wore an ecdefiafliical habit was fecure of his bounty* 
Hermengarde too, on her part, w^as not inactive, 
but feconded the projefts of her hulband with the 
refiftlefs logic of wit and beauty. Such arguments 
are feldom inefFeftual- Every eye was turned jo- 
wards Bofon, as the only perfon capable of filling 
the vacant throne. His virtues, his talents, his 
piety, all called him to it. Nobles, clergy, people, 
were equally unanimous in his favor. A general 
affembly was held at Vienne, in Dauphiny, when 
the Burgundian fceptre was publicly tendered to 
the afpiring duke. Bofon had now obtained the 
objeft of his wiflhes, but prudence fliill direded his 
condu^ft. He played his part like an experienced 

politician ; 
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politician ; afFefted furprife at the uriexpefted of- 
fer ; pleaded inability to undertake the arduous 
charge ; and at length requefted a dday of three 
days, before he gave his final anfwer, that in foli- 
tude and retirement he might confult the inclina- 
tions of Providence, Bofon^s fcruples, as v^e may 
eafily believe, were not of a nature to require much 
cafuiftry, nor were the prelates fo little verfed in 
the arts of a court as to be deficient in argument.. 
The fiat of heaven was given by the unerring voice 
of epifeopacy, and Bofon declared to be the elefl: 
of God. The ceremony of his coronation imme- 
diately enfued. He received the crown from the 
hands of the archbifliop of Lyons, amid the accla- 
mations of an applauding multitude, fo that no 
title, either divine or human, feemed now wanting 
^to confolidate his authority. 

No fooner were the weak defcendants of Char- 
lemagne informed of what ha4 liappened, than 
they roufed from their lethargic flumbers, pre- 
paring to inflift a -fignal vengeance upon the un- 
grateful rebel, whofe rapid rife had been, in great 
meafure, the work of their own creation. That 
their indignation was juft it is impoflible to deny, 
tinlefswe admit the dangerous pofition, that ta- 
lents confer the only true claim tg greatnefs. But 
the corrupted minds- of thefe degenerate princds 
/were little calculated for any heroic exertions. 

Treacherv 
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Tre^C3cy tew mojre congenial to their ciarader ) 
and experience had taught them the efficacy of 
corruption. But to their utter confuficMn, they 
foaxi <fifcovered that there was a fouree of power 
more permanent than any which terror can con^ 
yeyi and of which they had never fufpected 
the exiftenc^. They found that thb monarch* 

WHO REIGNS IN THJ5 HEARTS OF HIS PBOPtfi^ IS 
SECURE AGAINST EVERY ATTACK. DlfappOUlted^ 

and foiled in their bafe attempts, they had recourfe 
to ^ more honorable fyftem> and flattered iktjxi^ 
felves to eSe& by open force> what their perfidioui^ 
defigns had failed to accompliih'^ A coalition was 
, in confecjuence formed between Lewis and Carh> 
man, (the joint fuceeffors of Lewis the Stammerer) 
.and the emperor, Charles le gros. With their 
united forces they entered the Burgundian tcrrir 
tory, and laid fiege to Vienne. Bofon had with- 
drawn from the firft violence of the ftorm, to a 
place of fecurity,.in the neighboring mountains, 
leaving the defence erf his capital to Hermengardc. 
' The princeis proved herfelf worthy the importaat 
trufl:. By her example fhe animated the "timid j 
by her praifes fhe encouraged the brave* The ci- 
tizens co-operated with the foldiers. Their de- 
fence was obftinate. Toils and hard&ips were 
forgotten while beauty iharcd them j and reward- 
ed the fufFerer with a fmile- On the part of the 
affailants, the fiege was |anguid>and.ill-cond]ciAed. 

Lewis 
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Ltwis too, unaccuftomed to aiiy fatigues but thofc 
of pleafure, fell fick and died. This event was 
followed by a frefli incurfion of the Normans upon 
the coafts of France. Carloman trembled for hi^ 
capital, and drawing off his army, marched againft 
the invaders, having firft concluded a hafty peace 
with Bofon, whofe daughter he had married. 
Thus the whole weight of the war fell at once 
upon the emperor, who finding his fotces too 
much weakened, by the defection of his ally, to 
leave him any probability of fuccefs, immediately 
began to negociate. A treaty was in a fliort time 
concluded, upon condition that Bofon fliould be 
IdFt in tranquil poffeffion of the Burgundian crown, 
provided he would confent to hold it as a fief of 
the empire. 

The almoft total want of ;accurate information 
renders the tranfaclions of tliefe times at beft but 
uncertain. Indeed fuch is the defeft of materials, 
that it is a talk of no inconfiderable labor for an 
hiftorian, to preferve even the fmalleft appearance 
of order and regularity in his narrative. From 
the termination of the war with the emperor, the 
reign of Bofon is clouded with obfcurity. We 
learn, indeed, that he governed Burgundy during 
a period of nineteen years, when he died univer- 
fally beloved, admired and regretted Probably 
nothing is wanting but an adequate biographer, to 

Vol. I. * G place 
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place the charaftcr of this great man In a more 
confpicuous point of view*. A circumftance which 
perhaps has operated more forcibly, than we fliould 
readily admit, in fixing our ideas of heroic worth* 

Bofon was fucceeded by his fon Lewis, who was 
a minor at the time of his father's death, and 
feemed deftitute of every fupport, but what he 
derived from the fpirit, and capacity of his mother- 
The efforts or a woman however, are feldom ef- 

s ... 

feftual, when oppofed to the afpiring projects of 
turbulent ambition- The fuperior genius of Bofon 
had awed the moft factious into filent fubmiffipn — 
but the power which reftrained them was no> 
more. It is impoffible for us to enter minutely 
into the details of this ftormy reign. Materials 
are wanting. And all we can colleft is, that a war,, 
between/ Lewis and his barpns, terminated in a 
divifion of the Burgundian monarchy. The'fouth- 
ern provinces remained to the fon of Hermengarde, 
with the title of Count of Provence, while the 
northern, or Helvetic, part, was wrefted from hiiti 
by Rodolphus, (a fon of that Conrad of whom 
we have before had occafion to ipeak, as having 
obtained the inveftiture of Transjurane Burgundy, 
after the defeat of Hubert) and was by him ereded 
into an independant Hate, the tranfadions of 
which are more intimately connected with thet 
• affairs of Switzerland. 

Little 
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Little can be faid of the anions of this prince, 
•for little can be found in hiftory. But from the 
few documents we poffefs, it appears that he was 
engaged in a warlike contention with Arnold, Em- 
peror of Germany, about the year 897, from which, 
lictwithftanding his difproportionate power, he 
efcaped without any material lofs. From this we 
may infer that Rodelphus was endowed both with 
prudence and military talents. After a reign of 
twenty-two years, during which he is fuppbfed to 
have extended his dominion over feveral of the 
adjacent provinces, he was fucceeded by his eld- 
eft fon, whofe name was likewife Rodolphus. ' 

912. Much about the fame time, the elevation of 
Conrad, duke of Franconia, to the imperial throne, 
eftablilhed an eternal line of feparation between 
France and Germany. So that, from this period, 
the hiftory of Helvetia, is entirely unconneded 
with that of the fornTer country. 

During the weak and unfteady government of 
the Carlovingian line, many of the great German 
barons, in imitation of their compeers in France,' 
had fliaken off all fubordination to the imperial 
crown. While the clergy, no lefs aftive and en- 
terprizing, had taken advantage of the diftracled 
ftate of public afiairs, to lay the foundations of that 
gigantic power, which affords the moft memor.- 

C 2 able 
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able example of the weaknefs and cunning of marl'* 
kind. This ardent ftrife for temporal aggrandife- 
ment gave rife to frequent contefts between thofe 
potent orders, wliich were fometimes fupported^ 
on the part of the churchy with a degree of ve- 
hemencje, and animofity, not entirely confiftent 
with our ideas of a profeflion, whofe leading tenets . 
are charity and peace* Rodolphus the fecond^ 
was for a long time engaged in tlie troubles of 
Italy, Called, by the leaders of a triumphant fac- 
tion, to the throne of Lombardy^ he fupported 

himfelf, for fome years, in that precarious 
920* dignity, with credit and reputation. Till 

finding, from fatal experience, that no de- 
pendance could be long placed upon the fidelity of 
a people, by whom perfidy was confidered as the^ 
characleriftic of genius, he prudently refolved to 
abandon a fituation, which inceffantly expofed him 
to dangers, againft which courage was fruitlefs, 
and precaution vain. Having renounced his pre- 
tenfions in favor of Hugh, or Hugo, count of 
Provence, he withdrew to his hereditary ftates. 

Rodolphus lived upon terms of the moft inti- 
mate friendfhip with the emperor Henry the Firft, 
who is fuppofed to have courted his alliance, by 
every diftinguifliing mark of favor, that by their 
intimate union, they might balance the growing 
power of the houfc of Suabia* From him he 

received 
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received the inveftiture of feveral imperial fiefs^ 
which l^y contiguous to his patrimonial domain ; 
and prefented the emperor in return with a 
lance, the ideal value of which was fcarcely infe* 
rior to the gift he had received, as it was fup« 
pofed to be the fame, which pierced the fide ^*of 
Chrift, while upon the crofs. A modem negocia- 
tor would probably fmile at the offer of fuch an 
equivalent* But anecdotes of this nature afford 
a clearer infight into the fpirit of the times, than 
volumes of the mofl elaborate difquifitions* 

The reftlefs temper of the Italians induced them, 
once more, to lay their crown at the feet of Ro- 
dolphus. But Hugo, being apprized of their in- 
tentions in time, difpatched an ambaflador to his 
rival, with an offer to cede Provence to him, pro- 
vided he was left in tranquil enjoyment of the 
Lombard throne. The propofai was too tempt- 
ing to be rejefted. Hugo however, had ample . 
caufe to repent the bargain. For being driven 
from his capital, in a popular tumult, he bid 
adieu to the deceitful charms of OTeatnefs, and 
retired to a fequeflered fpot in Switzerland, where, 
under the habit of a monk, he devoted the re- 
mainder of his days to afts of benevojence ai^4 
4evojLion* 

& 3 The 
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The fituation of Rodolphus was widely dif- 
ferent. In the meridian of life, he enjoyed the 
full reward of prudence, and in a fcene of active 
virtue, contributed to the happinefs of thoufands. 
His dominions extended from the banks of the 
Rhine to the Mediterranean ; and not only com- 
preh^ended the moft important paffes of the Alps, 
but fome of the fincft provinces of fouthern 
France, His reputation was great and unblemifh- 
ed; his power extenfive, and built upon the only 
folid bafis-^the afieftions of his people. In the 
midft of this delightful profpeft, and at an age, 
when he could locjk forward with reafonable hope 
to a long continuance of honorable repofe, he was 
fuddenly fnjitchcd away by the hand of death, be** 
fore he had a fon old enough to take upon hiin- 
felf. the adminiftration of pubjic affairs. 

• During his minority, Conrad was committed 
to the care of libo, biihop of Laufanne, a pre- 
late of diftinguiflied. merit, wh9 appears to hq.ve 
executed the important truftwnth prudence and 
ability. At leaft, the conduft of the young prince, 
when arrived at years of difcretion, was of a 
natii^re to rifled the higheft ^honor upon thofe^^ 
who fuperintended his educs^tion. His father's 
example feems to have been the model after 
-yv^hich he endeavored to mould his own actions. 

A better 
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A better it would have been difficult to felcft. 
From him he learnt the advantage of a ftrift union 
with the imperial throne; and in adherence to 
this plan, ever maintained the clofeft amity with 
the emperor Otho, who married his lifter Ade- 
laide. By his moderation, and firmnefs, he in a 
fliort time quelled the difturbances, that were 
excited by the faftious fpirit of the nobility, but 
which under a lefs judicious prince, might have 
occafioned the lofe of Provence. The Huns, dur* 
ing this reign, began to infeft the frontiers of 
Burgundy, and by their deftruftive progrefs fpread 
vniverfal confternation. The aftive monarch 

-marched in perfon againft the invaders, and 
954 having defeated them in a decifive batde, 

reftored confidence and tranquillity through- 
out his domilrions.* 

993. Upon the death of Cpnrad, a general af^ 
fembly was held at Laufanne, when his fon Ro- 
dolphus was raifed, by* unanimous fuffrage, to 
the throne of Burgundy. The charafter of 
the new king was little calculated for an age, 
when prudence, and energy were indifpenik- 
ble qualities to fupport the dignity of a crown. 
Weak, irritable, and fevere, his adminiftration 
prefents a fucceflion of aftions, raflily undertaken, 
impoliticly purfued, and difgracefiuUy abandoned, 
from tb^ very commencement of his reign, he 

G .4 contriv^ 
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tontrived to alienate the affeftions of the nobility 
by an unjuft attempt to deprive one of the moft 
confiderable of that powerful body of his patrimo- 
nial eftate. Such an outrage, at 1 later period, 
when royalty and religion had entered into a dan- 
gerous confederacy againft the liberties of man- 
kind, might perhaps have paffed unnoticed, as no 
extraordinary ftretch of prerogative. But the in- 
dependant fpirit of thefe uncourtly warriors, 
was not yet fufficiently fdftened by the refining 
hand of corruption, .to bow in fubmiflive filence 
to the yoke of dei|)Otifm, The ad was regarded 
as an injury to the whole order. Every indivi- 
dual was fenfible that to be filent, was to autho- 
rize oppreffion. Today he connived at the injuf- 
tice, tomorrow he might be the viftim of it, A 
meeting of the barons took place, when it wa^ 
refolved to publifli an addrefs to the nation, ftat- 
ing their grievances, and afferting their privileges. 
It was drawn with all the boldnefs of men, who 
felt the true value of liberty, and in a ftile, which 
proveci they were no ftrangers to it, — " Rodol- 
'* phus, it was faid, owed his crown tQthe volun- 
^' tary choice of the people, and not to ^ny vain 
" claim of divine hereditary right. By his of- 
** fice, he was appointed the firft magiftrate of an 
" independant ftat^; and was entrij^fted with the 
«* adminiftration of juftice for the public benefit, 
^< lacing ^t all tin^^s accountable for his actions. to 
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** thoie, from whom his, power was derived. That 
** fo long as he fulfilled the duties of his highftation^ 
*' to the general advantage of his fubjefts, he was 
" entitled to their obedience, and fliould receive 
** every tribute of refpeft, which had been oflfered 
" to the moft glorious of his predeceffors by a 
" grateful and happy people. But from the mo- 
" ment he tranfgreffed the fundamental principles 
" of government, and attacked the conftitution in 
^' it's vital parts, the compaft ceafed ; ^and under 
*' fuch circumftances, the duty of felf-prefervation 
*^ became paramount to every other obligation.'** 
Such language carried conviction. It derived it'i 
force from the immutable dictates of reafon, and 
was proof againft all the fophiftry of a court, 

A general combination was in confequence 
formed againft the weak, and irrefolute mo- 
narchy who now beheld himfelf upon the very 
brink of deftruftion. No hope >vas left him, but 
in the interference of his aunt, the emprefs Ade- 
laide, Otho's widow, who by her exemplar)^ V^^^Jj 
and unbounded benevolence, had merited univer- 
ialefteem. Her virtues operated upon the minds 
of the Burgundians with greater effed than all 
the warlike preparations of their indignant fo- 
vereign. By her mediation, a compromife took 
place^ and peace was once iQOre eftabliflied, with- 
out 
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out any material lacrifices on the part of Rodd- 

Unfortunately however for the kingi Adelaide 
did not long furvive the reconciliation fhe had ef- 
fefted. Her lofe wa^ irreparable. Rodolphus, 
left once more to his own direction, was jcarried 
away by the current of paiSion, like a veffel with- 
out it's pilot. His fituation grew every day more 
deplorable. His treafures had been laviflied with 
heedlefs prodigality, nor did he know which way 
to turn himfelf for a fupply^ Every thing was 
tried.* The ccdefiaftical benefices were kept 
vacant, that their revenues might afFofd a tempo- 
rary refource. At other times they were beftowed 
upon unworthy objeds, as the. fruits*of fervility, 
twrthe recompenceofapoftacy. 

Meafures fo unpopular were but little calculated 
to produce . any radical cure in thofe wounds 
which had been bardy feared over by the jDkill of 
Adelaide. A frefh ftorm feemed gathering faft, 
\vhen Rodolphus abandoned by every party, and 
incapable of finding any expedients in the energy 
of hisL own exertions, faw no hope of falvation, 
tut in the protection of the imperial throne. To 

' ♦ Dittmar, 

this 
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this he had recourfe for flidter, and in order to 
engage him the more heartily in his caufe, he de- 
clared the emperor, Henry the Second, his heir. 
Odo, or Eudes, count of Champagne, who was 
nephew to the king, bing defcended from his 
fifter Bertha, heard with indignation of a tranf- 
adion, the avowed objeft of which was fo hof- 
tile to his future profpefts, Rodolphus, indeed, 
was funk too low to excite any fentiment cxc€:pt 
that of contempt. But his own intereft was too 
nearly concerned for Eudes to continuca tran- 
quil ipeftator of this iniquitous negociation be- 
tween puIiUanimity and injuftice. The treaty- 
was no lefs unpopular among the Burgundians^ 
than it was prejudicial to the coimt of Champagne. 
They revolted at the idea of being fubjeft to a 
German mafter ; and felt themfelves impcrioufly 
called upon by the neceflity of the cafe, to put in 
praftice fhofe precepts which they had fo lately 
eftabliflied, as the only proper creed for a free and 
independant people. A general infurrection took 
place, at the head of which appeared William, 
Count of Poitiers, a man equally confpicuous for 
his illuftrious defcent, his large poffeffions, and his 
military exploits. Terrified at the approaching 
danger, the timid monarch fled, with his queen, 
to Strafbourg; where he threw himfelf at the 
fmpqrpr's feet, acknowledging his dependant 

ftate. 
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ftatc, and humbly imploring fuccor. Henry hc^^ 
hdd the wretch with the fcorn he, merited; and 
would, in all probability have abandoned him to 
his fete, had he not been ftimulated to affift him 
by a paffion more aclive than that of pity. The 
inoment was fevorable to his views, and he fti- 
pulated for an immediate furrender of the Bur- 
gundian crown, before he would confent to take 
a fingle ftep in defence of it's degraded mailer. 

It cooild hardly be fuppofed, that fo high fpirited 
z people, as the Burgundians, fhould tamely fub- 
mtt to be difpofed of, like cattle, at the will of an 
arbitrary mafter. Their conduft wzs fuch as we 
fliould expect. They refufed to acknowledge a fo- 
vereign, whofe authority was unfanftioned by 
their own confent ; and armed in defence of their 
deareft rights. The fpirit of Henry was little 
formed to recede. He felt all the importance of the 
acquifition he had made, and refqlvcd never to 
rdinquifh it. Both parties prep^ired for the field, 
but with very oppofite profpecls. The fituation 
of the Burgundians, threw many diiEculties in 
their way. Compofed pf various provinces, their 
language and cuftoms differed no lefs than their 
laws and franchifes. Their objefts therefore, could 
not be the fame, , and though they were animated 
with a fpirit of independance, which is capable of 

giving 
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giving birth to the nobkft atchievements, that in- 
timate union was wanting, which is the Ibul, and 
effenceof all confederacies. 



The imperial army, under the command of 
Werner, bifhop of Stralbourg, entered the Bur- 
gundian territory, and advanced by rapid marches 
to the lake of Geneva, where the infurgents were 
polled, headed by the Count of Poitiers.* A ge- 
neral engagement took place, the event of which 
jH-oved unpropitious to the caufe of liberty. In- 
deed, fo compleat was th6 fuccefs of the imperial- 
ifts, that nothing was left for their adverfaries, 
but unconditional fubmiffion. 

1029. Upon the death of Henry, who died 
without iffue, during the life of Rodolphus, a 
frefh conteft arofe for the Burgundian fceptre. By 
the feudal law, it devolved to the count of Cham-^ 
pagne, who claimed it in right of his mother, 
the fecond daughter of Conrad, father of Ro-* 
dolphus. But as the new emperor, Conrad, 
had married a; daughter of Gifella, who was a 
younger fitter J of Bertha's, he thought fit to 
aflert his titU; though his wife, who was 
the widow of Erneft, duke pf Suabia, had a 
fon by her former hufband: fo that fuppofing 

* Gukhfnon. 

Eudes 
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Eudes to have been entirely out of the qucftion, 
he would have been the legitimate heir. Finding 
therefore^ how little he had to expecl from any 
|tea of confanguinity, the crafty emperor fet up a 
new pretcnfion, afferting that the kingdom of 
Burgundy had been annexed to the imperial crown 
by the donation of Rodolphus, and that it con- 
fequently devolved to him, as the head of the Ger- 
manic bodyv Differences of this, nature can be 
determined by the fword alone ; to which both 
parties now appealed. The war was fupportcd 
with. vigor on either fide* Eudes, though unfuc- 
cefsful, was not fubdued. When unable any 
longer to face the emperor in the field, he had re- 
courfe to negociation. Temporary fufpenfions took 
place upon the faith of treaties, which were con- 
fiandy violated by the count,the moment that any 
change of circumftances afforded him the fainteft 
profpeft of better fortune* Hoflilities were, in this 
manner jiprotrafted for feveral years, till falling in a 

decifive battle, near BarJe-duc, Eudes left 
1038 his rival in undifputed pofTeilion of the 

contefled throne* Delivered from the 
dread of a cofnpetitor, Conrad found nothing 
wanting to compleat his title, but a circumftance 
which has fddom much weight in the opinion of 
a conc^ueror— the confent^ of his fubje<S:s. This 
however, he had the prudence not totally to neg- 
h&y and having previoufly tampered with the 

leading 
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leading men, he fummoncd a general affemblyof 
the ftates at Soleure, and canfed his fon Henry to 
be deded Jdng. 

Henry the third, who after his father's death, 
united the whole of Switzerland to the imperii 
crown, omitted nothing which prudence could 
didate, to eftablifh order, and good goveniment. 
Civil diffentions aie in general produdive of every 
abufe. The fupport of the great is of too muck ' 
import^ce to the contending parties, to allow 
them to watch over their conduct with that at- 
tentive vigilance, which, in an age of barbarifin, is 
fo effential to the public peace. The cafties of the 
nobility had of late been converted into the reccp*- 
tacles of plunder. Their haughty owners bid de- - 
fiance to the law, and feemed to regard the privi- > 
lege of opprefling their inferiors as the moft valu- 
able appanage of rank. The tribunals of jufiice 
were forfaken, and upon the llighteft difference^ 
an appeal was made to the fword^ To prevail 
upon men of fuch licencious principles to lay afidc 
their ferocious habits, and to fubmit to what they 
confidered as plebeiayij forms of law^ demanded a 
degree of perfeverance, and moderation, which is 
the lot of but few. Public utility was however, 
a fufEdent inducement to ftimulate the emperor to 
the attempt, and he had the fatisfadion to find, 
that his endeavors were ultimately crowned with 

the 
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the iuccefs they deferved. When the voice o( ^ 
perfiiafion proved ineflFeftual, force was employed^ 
Several caftles were levelled with the ground* 
Tribunals too were inftituted both at 2uric and 
Soleure, to the decifions of which, it at length 
lacme no degrdation to fubmit** 

I055. Unfortunately for mankind, the efFecl^ 
of thefe falutary inftitutions were far from per- 
manent. Notwithftanding all the great and bril- 
liant qualities of Henry the Fourth, his reign 
was but little calculated to promote domef- 
tic tranquility. It would be foreign to our fub- 
jeci: to enter into any detail of the memorable 
controverfy between the popes and emperors, 
which fo long diftraded the Cliriftian world. Yet 
it is difficult to fupprefs our indignation, when 
we behold the fucceffor of the humble Peter*— the 
reprefentative of a monarch who difclaimed all 
tejnporal grandeurs, andexprefsly declared, that 

HIS KINGDOM WAS NOT OF THIS WORLD, trampling 

with infulting pride upon the imperial diadem, 
and in the veryphrenzy of prefumption, arrogat- 
ing to himfelf, a paramount dominion over all the 
princes of the earth* Yet fuch were the pretenflons 
of the haughty Hildebrand, when feated in the 
papal chair, under the memorable title of Gregory 



* Stumpf, Guilliia^ 
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the Seventh. Such too was the blindnefe of the 
age, that the fervility of the people kept pace 
with the arrogance of the monk. Nay, we find 
that even tho&, who were moft interefted in op- 
pofing fo execrable a tyranny, were proud to en- 
lift under the banners of the church. The high- 
ipirited emperor, abandoned by all, was forced to 
drink the cup of humiliation to it's very dregs— 
to appear in the fupplicant garb of a penitent, at 

the feet of the implacable prieft, and to 
1077 expiate, in all the bitternefe of a broken 

heart, the atrocious crime of having dared 
to defend his hereditary rights with the courage 
of a man, and with the dignity of a fovereign. 
The greater part of Germany, forgetting that the 
emperor was defending the common caufe of 
royalty, took arms in fevor of the pope, and 
adopting the abominable principle, that fubjeds 
*were abfolved from all allegiance to an e^icommuni- 
catad prince^ dcpofed Henry, and deSed Rodolphus 
duke of Suabia, in his ftead. 

During this erji of unprecedented anarchy, 
while every province was convulfed with the 'no- 
Jencc of faftion, and all the ties of domeftic union 
were forcibly rent afunder, crimes and difordcrs 
of the naofl: alarming nature had been committed 
with impunity, while juflice hid her degraded 
- Vol. I. H head. 
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head, not daring to oppofe her folitary voice to the 
prevailing current of the times. 

The petty diffentions of contending nobles^ 
though frequently produ6Hve of the greateft ca* 
lamities to all who are within the noxious fphere 
of their pernicious influence, are fcarcely ever cha- 
rafterifed by thofe brilliant atchievements, which 
render war, when conducted upon a more extent- 
five fcale, a theme for the hiftorian to commemo- 
rate, and the poet to fing* The former will, 
perhaps, exhibit human fortitude in fituations no 
lefs trying. The courage of the individual may 
fliine with equal luftre* He may rufli with a de*» 
votion equally patriotic, on the oppofing fpear, or 
brave the horrors of famine with as obftinate in- 
trepidity. But actions, like thefe, which upon a 
more fplendid theatre, would have immortaKzed 
fome name long fince buried in oblivion, are now 
confounded amid the endlefs catalogue of private 
calaraities, which daily defolate.this earth. 

The annals of Helvetia, during the tumultuoui^ 
reign of Henry the Fourth, would furnifti abuir- 
dant anecdotes of the latter defcription, but on ac- 
count of the obfcurity of the aftors, we Ihall pafe 
them over in filence, as uninterefting to a modern 
reader. 

At 
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At a period like this, the fplendor of a family de- 
pended fo entirely upon the character of it's chief, 
that nothing is more common than to find names, 
before unnoticed, burfting on a fudden from their 
native obfcurity, to occupy a confpicuous place 
upon the great ftage of human enterprize. The 
houfe of Zaringen was among this number. Ber- 
told had been one of the moft a<9ive fupporters 
of Rodolphus, in his pretenfions to the im- 
1078 perial dignity, and after his death, became 
the foul of that fadion, which ftill ad- 
hered to the court of Rome. Unable any longer 
to oppofe the formidable power of Henry, and 
finding his party gradually dwindling away, he 
gave way to defpondency, funk into a fettled me- 
lancholy, and died of a broken heart. 

His fon united political addrefs to military ta- 
lents; He increafed his patrimonial domain by 
the' acquifition of the Brifgau, and of the. Black- 
foreft'^— the latter of which, he conquered from the 
houfe of Suabia. His influence , too in the north- 
,ern parts of Switzerland was very confiderable, as 
to-extenfive hereditary poffeflions, he united the 
adminiftration of the province of Zuric, which he 
received as a mark of imperial favor. 

His fon, and fuccefTor, Cpnrad, purfued the 

fame plan, of aggrandifement ^?vith ftea4y. pru- 

H a : ■ V dence. 
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dence. And fuch was the high confideration he 
enjoyed, that he was felefted by Lothaire 
1126* thefecondfor the important poft of go^ 
vernor of Burgundy-— a dignity which, 
from that time, became hereditary in his family* 
This valuable office jdaced the greater part of 
Switzerland under his immediate jurifdidion, 
and entitled him to hold a dUlinguifhed place 
among the princes of Germany. The death of 
Lothaire was hoyrever a blow he with difficulty 
recovered^ For, induced by an amiable fenfe of 
gratitude towards the family of his bencfador, 
he imprudently attached himfelf to that party, 
which oppofed the eleftion of Conrad, duke of 
Sranconia. Frederic, the emperor's nephew, fo 
well known in hiflory by the title oi Barbareffaj 
took poffeffion of Zuric, and of the greater part 
of the Brifgau, and conflrained the margrave ta ! 

accept fuch conditions as he thought proper to 
impofe^ 

1156. Bertoki the third, (or^wr//5, as he is 
ibmetimes called) took warning from his father'!^ 
•danger, devoted himfdif entirely to the imperial 
intereft, and as the reward of his attachment,. j 

M^ obtained, from the emperor Frederic, the \ 

inveftiture of feveral provinces on the lake of 
Oenevli. The wisdom of his government jaflii- 
ficd jfhe partiality <rf Barbaroffa. Several towns, 
"■** ^ .^ which 
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which had fallen into decay during th^ turbu. 
Icnce of civil commotions, were repaired and for- 
tified. Others were built. Among the latter 
was Fribourg, the prefent cap^ of one of the 
thirteen cantons. His municipal eftabliihments do 
equal honor to his memory. Amoi\g thefe, we 
trace a form of legal procefs, not unlike our trial 
by jury. To have been bleft with difcemment 
fufficient to copy from the immortal Alfred, is no 
inconfiderable degree of merit. 

1185. Bertold, the fourth, af^ars to have 
lived in a flate of continual warfare with his ' 
turbulent nobles, particularly with thofe of Bur- 
gundy; who refilled every plan of reform with 
the fiupid obftinacy of prej^idice, when ftimulated 
to a<ftion by the corroborating voice of private 
intereft. But Bertold was not to be diverted 
from that path, which his natural good fimfe in- 
formed him was the only one which led to per- 
manent Improvement. The murmurs oi faction 
were diiregarded, and mea&res taken to enforce 
obedience. The infurgents wer6 every where 
routed, but their generous fdvereign took no 
other advantage <rf his fucceis, than to enforce obe- 
dience to the laws. The feeds of difcontent were, 
however, fimk too ^eep to be eafily eradicated. 
Bertold was refolved to fecure himfeif ugaiivft 
any fudderi attack, which was the only thincr he 

H 3 \.a 
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had to apprehend. For this purpofe, he adhered to 
his father's plan of fortifying the open towns, and 
building caftles in fuch places, where an infutrec- 
tion was moft to be dreaded. To this fyftem of 
precaution Berne owes it's foundation. 

. It cannot be fuppofed that the whole body of the 
mobility was equally deaf to the voice of. reafon. 
.^pme, we find, who were fuperior tp the preju- 
dices of the age,, and who. came forward with 
bold conviftion in defence of a fyftem which aimed 
at nothing but the general welfare of mankind. 
.And it is with peculiar fatisfa<Elion, tl^at we read 
..the name of Erlach at the head of this lift — a name 
^fo frequently, mentioned w:ith applaufe in the an- 
nals of Switzerland, and which will henceforth 
: have an eternal claim to the reverence of a grate- 
ful country, from the firm and patriotic conduct of 
it's late unfortunate poffeffor. It was now that the 
. emperor Frederick, a prince in many refpefts fu- 
j perior to the age • in which he lived, was feized 
' with the fafliionable phrenzy of reconquering the 
Holy Land. The origin, and conduft of thofe en- 
thufiaftic enterprizes, fo celebrated among the 
crimes. and follies of mankind, under the title of 
CRUSADES, come not within the limits of our plan, 
. and have befides been fo accurately defcribed by . 
the ableft" writers, that all further comment is un- 
neceffary. Suffice it then to add, that there is no 

error 
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error in human politics, more calculated to awaken 
refliedion in a mind, which is accuftomed to fearch 
for leffons of experience in the hiftoric page. The 
triumph of fuperfiition was n^v^r more compleat^ 
The eflFe<3:s of imprudence were never more con- 
fpicuous. The malady became epidemical. Every, 
thing concurred to fpread it. Religious enthu- 
fiafm, arid the love of fame, the leading paflicms of 
a barbaric age, a&ed with refiftlefs impuUe upon 
a people, whofe ideas were unrefined by ftudy, 
and who regarded perfonal courage as the type of 
every virtue. Even the prudent Bertold was 
not proof againft the temptation. We find him 
mentioned with applaufe, by contemporary au>- 
jthors, among the followers of Barbarofa, both on 
account of his bravery and his devotio;i. Sucb 

indeed was the reputation he acquired, that 
1 198. upon the death of Henry the fixth^who 

fiirvived his father but a few years, he re- 
ceived an offer of the. imperial crown. But he 
had the prudence to difcern, that weaknefs, in an 
elicvated ftation,-is perhaps the moft hurniliating 
lot to which human vanity can be expofed. Thus 
he continued, in a lefs exalted fphere, to confe^ 
crate his days to the happinefs of thofe, whom 
Providence had more immediately placed under hi^ 
protefting care. If a life continually devoted to 
their welfare had any claim upon the gratitude x)f 
mankind, Bertold flight have thought himfelf 

H 4 fecure% 
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feciire. But the malevolence of his enemies pur- 
fued him with unrelenting vengeance, and ftruck 

a fatal blow to his domeftic repofe. His 
12 1 8. two fons wera carried off by poifon, n^r 

did their ftep-mother cfcape the fufpicion 
of having been privy to the crime. 

After his death, for he l^ft no iffue,' hid domi- 
nions were divided among the collateral branches 
of his family. Ulric of Kyburg, who married 
his fifter, fuccceded to the government of Bur- 
gundy. His poffeiEons in Suabia devolved to the 
counts of Teck, and Howenrach ; while the Brif- 
gau fell to the Houfe of Baden. But the prefec- 
ture of Zuric remained vacs^nt for a long time, on 
account of the troubles which prevailed in the 
empire* 

The year, in which the Houfe of Zaringen be- 
came extinft^was diftinguiflied by the birth of 
Rodolphus of Haplbourg — a prince remarkable 
upon many accounts, but more particularly fo as 
being the founder of Auftrian greatnefs* 
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CHAP. IV. 

View of Socteiy during the thirteentb Ceniury'^Cet^ 
ruption of the Clergy — Monajiic hyittutions — Lim 
ierature-'^Imperial Prerogatives — Commerce'^Tbe 
People emerge from Obfcurity'^^Intemial Staie of , 
Helvetia-'^Religious Foundations-^Power and Op^ 
prejfton of the Nobility. 

AS we are now approaching faft to an epodi» 
which is by far the moft important of any 
in the annak of Switzerland, it may not be im- 
proper to paufe a while, that we may take a more 
minute view of it's internal fituation, and thus be 
enabled, with greater facility, to follow the fuWc- 
quent revolution through all it's various details. 
Nor will it be eafy to feparate the interefts of HeU 
vetia from thofe of Germany. The conne^lion 
between the two countri^ is henceforth too va&i 
mate for them to be confidered apart. 

^ For fome time indeed, previous to the acceffion 
of Rodolphus, the internal troubles of Germany 
had been fufficient to occupy all the attention of 

the 
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the moft afidve mind. The imperial crown WM 
^become a burden that left the wearer but little 
leifure for extrinfical objefts. Yet Helvetia ap^ 
pears to have enjoyed, during the greater part of 
this difaftrous perio3, a very confiderable degree 
of domeftic tranquillity, and to have wifely em- 
^oyed it in fuch eftabliflinients as 'might bell con* 
duce to her permanent advantage. 

The pretenfions of the houfe of Suabia had been 
annihiliated by a treaty, made in 1081, with Ber- 
told of Zaringen. And fince that period a fpirit 
of independance had fpread fo rapidly over the 
greater part of Suabia, that the dukes found anj^ile 
employment at home, without interfering in 'the 
concerns of any foreign power^ 

Europe was befides, at this time, conyulfed with 
the folution of two grand political queftions, in 
the agitation of which every malignant paffion of 
the human mind was difplayed in it's fuUeft force. . 
In the firft, all the princes of Chriftendom were 
individually concerned ; fince it regarded a fub- 
je£l of no lelk moment than the pre-eminence of 
the clergy in temporal, as well as in fpiritual af- 
ims^. The fccond was fcarcely lefs important, as 
it related to the degree of allegiance which was 
^e fifom a vaflal to his lord* 
. ; But 
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But in order to form a clearer idea of the ob- 
;jefts before us, it will be requifite to take a general 
furvey of the ftate of religion, from the converfion 
of Clovis, to the acceffion of the houfe of Hapf- 
bourg ; an enquiry we have purpofely referved for 
the prefent nioment. Great "as was the influence 
.of the clergy under the fucceiTors of Conftantine, 
it by no means appears to have been diminiibed 
by the conquefts of the barbarians. For religion, 
and it's priefts were the only objects capable of 
. infufing refped into the harfli bofoms of thofe fc- 
. rocious chiefs. The clergy were the defenders and 
advocates of the people with their new matters. 
And fuch was their fuccefs in this honorable nut 
lion, that they became objefts of univetfal refped, 
and obtained an entire afcendant over the public 
mind. The barbarians wanted not the penetra- 
tion to difcover that an apparent reverence for the 
ccdefiaftical profeffion was abfolutely necefiary to 
gain the confidence of their new fubjefts. . Prelates 
were in confequence raifed to the firft civil dig- 
nities, and were entrufted with offices of the highcft 
* importance, even under ' princes who had not as 
yet embraced the Chriftian faith. The great con- 
iideration,, in which they were held by thofe of 
. the fame perfuafion^ may be coUefted from an 
' edift, made by Clotaire in 560, which enads that 
. in cafe any magiftrate fliould be guilty of an in- ' 
'juftice in the execution of his office, tbe bijbopj in 
: cafij 
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cafe of the king^s dhfknct^Jhali take cogmzance of the 
itffair^ and after due inveJHgaiion^ Jhould pumjh the 
judge ^. if criminal^ and repair the injury he had cam' 
mtted. 

Another fource of power, and no indifferent erne 
in the hands of worldly cunning, was the educa- 
tion of princes, which feems to have been left al- 
moft exdufively to the clergy, as the only men in 
any degree qualified for fo arduous a ta&. Hence 
the mitre became, in a ihort time, an objeft of uni- 
verfal ambition. Every other profpeft was aban- 
•4ioned for the ecclefiaftical habit, which was juftly 
regarded as the fureft road to greatnefe* Inter- 
. di£b, and excommunications, thofe potent wea- 
pons which were originally committed to the dif- 
cretion of the church, for the chaftifement of im- 
penitent guOt, were foon converted to a different 
ufe, and employed for the perfecution of thofe who 
dared to refift it's wild and chimerical views of uu^ 
limited empire. 

Chilperic, led aftray by the mifguided fervor of 

• ^ contracted mind, ordained that perfons under 
ientencc of excommunication, fliould not only be { 
condemned to eternal perdition in the world to C9me^ i 
but even in thisfheuld be excluded from the prefence of 

• the Lerd^s t^icegcrent, 'diViA Jhould bejides forfeit all per ^ j 
fmal property^ Little did he imagine, poor, blind \ 

cnthiifiaft J I 
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taithuiiaft ! that he was barbing an arrow£>r the 
breafi of royalty ! 

The riches of the clergy were iihmenfe, and 
were daily augmenting. Princes and people were 
equally prodigal, and equally inconfiderate, in their 
donations to the church* Indeed fuch was the 
mifiaken charity of the age, that whatever was 
befk>wed upon the clergy was iu{^)o£ed to be given 
to the poor. Wide, however, was the <fifierence, 
as. experience £itally evinced. For while the dainty 
prelate was revtfing in ofientatious luxury, it was 
no' unegmmon thing for Lazarus to petition in 
vain for the oSal crumbs, which fell from his de- 
licate board. 

The vaiality of the catholic religion was another, 
and a moft copious, fource of accumulating wealth* 
The mercy of heaven was taxed, and crimes of 
every magnitude were blotted from the book of 
jufiice by the mercenary prayers of an interefied 
fraternity. It would perhaps be no exaggeration 
to aflert, that this fcandalous traffic was carried to 
iuch lengths, and proved fo lucrative, that the rich 
were rather encouraged, than reftrained in their 
career of guilt, that their contributions, which 
were ufually in proportion to the ability of the of- 
fender, might replenifh the coffers of that indul- 
gent mother, into whofe bofom the contrite peni- 
tent 
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;tent wa§ again to be received. So abundant tocr 
was the credulity of the age, that.Fredigunde thus 
addreft the aflaffins whom ftie had hired to murder 
ier brother-in-law, Sigebert. " If you return fuc- 
*' cefsful (faid flie), / will raife you and your chiW 
^ dren to the higheji dignities ;* but Jhould you fall in 
** the attempt J I will order abundant maffes for your 
^^ fouls J^ Never was there c a more ingenious de- 
vice for temporal aggrandifement than this artful 
fyftem of rt^^OM^fwindlingy — ^for in truth, it de- 
fcrves no better name. 

# " 
Of the immenfe wealth of the clergy we, may 
form fome idea from a memorable edict of Louis 
(le debonairej in 8 1 6, in which he terms thofe 
monafteries moderately endowed^ which poffeffed 
from one thoufand, to two thouiand peafants— 
thofe who had above three thoufand, he calls rtct. 
Before the time of Charlemagne, the, clergy preach^ 
cd with zeal, a facS: which will be eafily credited, 
the neceflity of paying tithes, in conformity to the 
precepts of the fcripture. He added the imperial 
fiat to the exhortations of the church, and we leave 
to the difcernment of our readers to determine, 
which was likely to prove moft efficacious. The 
tithes, indeed, were by him divided into three 
' daffes, each of which was appropriated to it's pe- 

* Gefta Franc, c. xxxii. p. 712. Si corrucritis, ego pro vobis 
demofinas multas per loca fanftorum diftribuam. 

culiar 
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euHal* ufe. The firft was deftined for repairing, or 
building religious edifices. The fecohd was fet 
apart for the relief of the poor. The third only 
was allotted for the maintenance of the clergy. \ 
But in a fliort time, the reprefentative was mif- ^ 
taken for the thing reprefented, and the poor were 
totally forgotten. So that the whole flowed, in a 
golden ftream, into the coffers of the church. 

A nation, or body of men, are feldom remark- 
able for virtue, when they are remarkable for 
wealth. Both in public and private life corrup- 
tion is the ufual concomitant of plenty ; and it 
would perhaps be difficult to find a more exact 
criterion, whereby to judge of the morals of any 
people, than their fituation with reipeft to riches; 
Even the pure precepts of the gofpd were inade- 
quate to preferve it's immediate teachers from the 
general contagion. The pride and oftentation of 
the court of Rome became at length proverbial 
Luxury, refinement, and diffolutencfs of manners^ 
were perl^aps never carried to a greater excefs than 
under the brilliant pontificate of Leo the tenth. 

But confe0ion and abfolution appear to us to 
have been the . mafter-ke^'^s of Roman policy. ^ 
Whatever may have been their objefts in the early 
days of Chriftianity, they have fince been cm* 
ployed to fuch abufive purpofes, as ought h^ncc- 

forth 
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forth to exclude them from every well*regulated 
fiate» Indeed we do not hefitate to affirm^ that 
they are the moft efficacious engines which cre- 
dulity ever entruftcd to the dire<^on of craft, and 
have furniihed their diipen£ers with the only thing 
which Archimedes wmted— -A power to movb 

THE WORLD. 

The perfbnal immunities of the clergy were of 
k nature to encoupgc pride, and licentioufnefs. 
By a refcript of Charlemagne, no tribunal was 
competent to take cognifance of any caufe in which 
an ecclefiaftic was implicated, without the previous 
confent of his metropolitan. It was at the iame 
time ordained, that in cafe of arty difpute between 
a pricft, and a laic, it fliould be referred to the 
joint dedfion of the count and bifliop j but in cafe 
t)f culpability on the part of the prieft, the puni&- 
ment Ihould be entirely left to the latter. 

The right of fanftuary was another enormous 
abufe originating in the ignorance of the darkeft 
times. In the language of holy writ, it converted 
the houfeofGod into a den of thieves. Charlemagne 
poffeffed too much penetration not to difeern the 
atrocious itdly of fiich a claim ; but ftill he wanted 
the Ipirit to aboliih it. And hoped to recondle 
Hs own ideas of juftice with the religious preju- 
^dices of the age, by forbidding his fubje^ to fur- 
uilh 
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mftk a murderer with the neccffaries of life, though 
he at the fame tirae declared it unlawful to drag' 
him from his afylum, Chilperic, when his fon hid 
taken refuge iil the cathedral, at Tours, wrote to 
Gregory in the following terms— " Give me up the 
** rebels or I will lay wajie the adjacent country with 
^^ fire and the /word. The bifliop replied, " b it 
*' pojjiblefor a Chrijiian to commit an a(l^ at which 
^ the boldeji heathen woutd tremble ?** Chilperic, ter- 
rified at the reproach of facrilege, caufed a letter 
to be hid upon the tomb of St. Martin, in which 
he demanded permiffion to take away his fon by 
force. Near it was placed a blank flieet of paper, 
in order that the holy martyr might have no ex- 
cufe for iilence. The precaution however proved 
vain, for nothing could induce the faint to make 
ufe of it. The king at laft loft all patience, and 
gave up his patrimony to pillage, wifely preferring 
a controverfy with the dead to a difpute with the 
living. 

In the firft inftitution of Chriftianity the pro- 
tc^ion of the fovereign was indifpenfably necet 
fary to the fafety and well-being of every religious 
eftablilhment. The behavior of the clergy was 
regulated in confequence. Meek, humble, and 
fubmiffiv^, they ftudioufly avoided all fubjefts of 
controverfy with thofe on whom they depended 
for fupport. Too extravagant pretenfions might 

Vol. I. I have 
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have difgufted their patrons. The prodigality of 
the fovereign princes to the qhurch proves how 
well they underftood their own intereft ; and the 

^arrogance, which arofe from profperity, fliews that 
this moderation was not entirely the effeft of 
Chriftian humility, or of an indifference to the af- 
fairs of this world. It is not eafy to afcertain the 
precife era when bifhops were firft eftablifhed in 
France and Germany. In Rhaetia we read of them 
in very early times, at Trent, Windifch, and Coire. 
The fee of Conftance dates from the reign of Clo- 
taire the firft. Scotland and Ireland (which have 
been fometimes confounded by the early writers 
under the name of Hibernia), feem to have been 
the grand ftore-houfes from which numerous 
bodies of miffionaries were continually difperfing 
themfelves over the reft of Europe.* Among the 
moft zealous apoftles of Chriftianity we may place 
Bonifacius ; and from his account of the ftate of 
religion in Germany, fome idea may be formed of 
the general corruption which prevailed. " There . 

. " are not wanting priefts," fays he, " who are fo 
" regardlefs of all religions, that they baptife one 
" day in the name of the Holy Trinity, and, on 
" the next, offer facrifices to the divinities of Pa- 



* The Scotch have always been inclined to migration. The 
caufe of this iocomotiye difpofition wc leave to, the reader to de* 

terraine. 
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** ganii&n ; or, in other words, are perfe(Jtiy indif- 
" ferent to the ceremony, provided they are paid 
" for performing it/' Tliis cenfure is, in fome 
meafure, confirmed by an * obfervation of Mabil- 
lon, who met with feveral infcriptions at Rome, 
in which the dii manes and the boly fpirit were 
ftrangely coupled to the extreYne fcandal of the 
orthodox father. Among a rude people, like the 
early Germans, ignorance might be pleaded for an 
excufe ; but to fee the throne of infallibility fur- 
rounded by fuch abominable herefies, was an of- 
fence too heinous to admit of palliation. So deeply 
too had this^paffion for Pagan ceremonies taken 
root, that Bonifacius fairly owns that he could 
never fucceed in perfuading his difciples that facri- 
fices were criminal, provided they were offered to 
a faint, or in the vicinity of a Chriftian temple. 
The following palTage, where he breaks out in a 
pathetic exclamation upon the degraded flate of 
the church, is worthy attention. " AU religion, 
" he aflferts, has betn entirely overthrown for thefe 
" laft fixty or feventy years. The higheft eccle- 
*' fiaftical dignities are in the hands either of in- 
. " tereited laics, or of licentious priefls, whofe con- 
*' duft is a difgrace to their profeiEon ; and whofe 
*' only, objeft is lucre. The inferior clergy live in 
" a ftate of Ihamelefs profligacy, many of them 
" keeping four or five concubines, to the fcandal 
** of all true believers. Notwithftanding which, 

I 2 « they 
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" they have the efFroritery to preach the gofpel in 
" public, and are raifed to the epifcopal honors* 
*' Their habits of life become then ftiU'more cor- 
** rupt, chaftity is derided, temperance unknown. 
** While drunkennefs, debauchery, and hunting 
*• are their fole occupations. Nor is it by any 
** means an uncommon thing to fee them take the 
" field in perfon, and flied the blood of their fel- 
**^ low creatures, with the fame hands with which. 
" they adminifter the holy facrament.** 

Of the general fiate of fociety we may form fome 
idea from Rhegino*s account of the queftions ufu- 
ally put by a confeffor to his penitent. He was 
firft to enquire if he had committed murder \ fe- 
condly, if he had cut of the hands ^ or feet ^ or put out 
the eyes of any one ; thirdly, if he had been guilty of 
perjury ; fourthly, if he was an adulterer. When 
a female approached the confeffional, ihe was to be 
alked, if Ihe had killed her bajlard child ; if fee had 
ever had rccourfe to enchantments y or employed amulets y 
or any other fpecies of magic to excite the pajfions of 
love or hatred y in the hreajls of her fellow creatures — 
What a pifture of favage ignorance have we here t 

We have already obferved that the penances 
ufually impofed were of a pecuniary nature, and 
afforded an abundant fource of revenue. But 
among the various devices wlliph artifice has con- 
trived 
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trived for the plunder of credulity, none was more 
ingenioufly conceived, or proved more fuccefeful 
in the experiment, than the idea of purgatory. So 
long as an opinion prevailed^ that offences, how- 
ever heinous, could be expiated by the fupplica- 
tions of the pious, and that the puniihment which 
men were deftined to fuffer would be in an inverfe 
ratio to the number and fervency of the prayers, 
which were offered for their ialvation, nothing 
could be more natural, than for rude warriors, 
whofe life had been paffed in a continual violation 
of every precept of gofpel charity, to endeavor 
upon their death-beds to compound with heaven, 
and to purchafe paradife by a holy fraud againft 
their neareft pofterity. This belief once eftablilhed|^ 
it's fticcefs was undoubted. Every principfe of 
femily attachment, and parental affection was fa- 
crificed at the flirine of fdf-intereft. The dread of 
eternal fufferings very natura^y got the better o^ 
iBvery other confideration, while the dying man 
regarded the temporary diftrefs of his neareft 
earthly connexions as trifling indeed, when com*- 
pared with his own eternal welfare. 

The reign of Charlemagne forms a memorable 
epocha in the hiftory of the church. The fuccef- 
fors of Leo were too politic to overlook, and too 
ambitious to negleft, the inferences which might 
be drawn from the coronation of an emperor by 

I ^ tb^ 
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the hands of a pope. A^fimUar action would have 
beeneafily accounted for, from the greater part of 
thofe illuftrious perfonages, who have fucceeded 
each other upon the thrones of the earth, and 
whofe names would long fince have been configned 
to the oblivion they merit, had not chronology 
preferved them for no other purpofe but to pre- 
vent a chafm in the chain of dates. Vanity, ca- 
price, or folly, would have furnifhed a very fatis- 
faftory explanation : but when we contemplate 
the meYnory of Charlemagne, ideas of prudence, 
magnanimity, and wifdom croud upon the mind^ 
we are naturally led to examine the reafons by 
which he was influenced, and are induced to fup-? 
pofe that no aftion of his life was devoid of a ra- 
tional motive. By the right of conqueft, or by 
hereditary fucceffion, he was already in poflejBfion 
of France and Germany, and the northern parts of 
•Italy. Even Rom^ itfelf was in great meafurc 
fubjeft to his jurifdiftion, under the title of P^/r/- ^ 
aan.^^ Nothing can be more certain than that, 

for 

* Leo per legates fuos regi miiit, rogavitque ut aliquem de 
fuis opiimatibus Romam mitteret, qui populum Romanum ad 
in^m Jirlem^.2X(\yitfuhjeSiionem per facramenta firaiaret. Annal. 
Laurens, ad ann. 796. Cenni, who i$ a flrenuous advocate for \ 
the fte of Rome, afFeAs to qucfiion the authenticity of this d<>- 
cumcat, and pretends that the date has been altered, but that it 
refers to a time when Charlemagne was already in pofleflion of 
the impciial crown. But a letter from Charles to Leo, up6n 

. hi^ 
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for a confiderable time he exercifed the higheft 
judicial authority there, either perfonally, or by 
reprefentative. Gregory the fourth appealed to 
him againft a decree of his prefeft, by which ap* 
peal he virtually acknowledged him for a fuperior. 
It wbuld be an infult to the memory of fo great a 
man, to fuppofe that he could be influenced by 
the paltry vanity of a title. The decorations, and 
diftin6tions of worldly greatnels are the rocks on 
which weak and vulgar minds are wont to fplit. 
But Gharlemagne was caft by nature in a different 
mould. The confcious dignity of virtue" was the 
only pre-eminence to wliich a foul like his could 
afpire. 

That the imperial refcripts, were ufually lanc-^ 
tioned by the confent of the pope, before they 
obtained the force of laws, is a point, upon which 
the advocates of the court of Rome have laid the 
greateft ftrefs. The faft is in general as they re- 
prefent it, and yet, in our opinion, it is not of the 
fmalleft fervice to their caufe. The affent of the 
popes feems to have been litde more than a mere 

his elevation to the papal chair, puts the matter beyond ail 
doubt — ^To his aiTurances of fidelity aiid pbjsdience he replioB 
in the following terras : " Valde gavifi fumus feu in elcdioni^ 
" unanimitate, feu in humilitatis vffira obedient idy & \rx pro];nif- 
fionis im nos fidelitate, Epift. Caroli in P. LamUcc. Coipn^ept. 
dc bibiio. Cas. Edid. Koll. t. i. p. 552. 

~ ^ I 4 formality j 
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formality; nor does it appear that the imperii 
ordinances would have been in the leaft invalidated 
though it fliould have been withheld. Indeed, 
they tliemfelves were fb fully fenfible of the inef- 
ficacy of all reliftance, that they were unwilling 
gratuitoufly to comnait their authprity by a weak 
and ineffeftual oppofition. Yet inftances are not 
wanting in which they purfued a different line of 
condud- Some too, in which an enqiury was in-» 
ftituted, by command of the emperor, into the go- 
vernment of the reigning pontiff. The following 
extraft of a letter from Leo to the emperor Lewis 
is ftill preferved — ^^ If we have done any thing dif- 
'* pleajing to you^ or contrary to law^ we are ready to 
*' amend it, according to your directions ^ or to thofe 
** of your reprefentative.^** In the fequel, we find 
both Stephen the fourth, and Pafcal, fending an 
embaffy to acquaint Lewis with their eleftion. In 
the reign of Lothaire, the Romans promifed never 
more to confecrate a pope, till he had taken the 
accuftomcd oaths in prefence of the emperor, or of 
his delegate. Thus we find that Gregory the fixth 
waited the arrival of an imperial minifter, who 

* Nos fi incompetenter aliquid cgimus, et in fubditis jufta 
legis tramitem non confervavimus, tfefiro ac mijjhrutn 'veflriorum 
cun^a volumus emendare judicio, Quoniam ii nos, qui aliena de- 
bemus corrigerc peccata, pejora committimus, certe non verita- 
tis difcipuli, fe<l quod dokntcs dicimus, erimus prae ceteris, cr- 
roris roagifiri, &c. . , 

was 
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was fent to examine into the validity of his dec* 
tion^ before he ventured to aflnme the papal 
- crown. The lame n£ige appears to have continued 
in force till the time of Charles legros ; when the 
imperial influence in Italy began rapidly to de« 
dine. John the eighth feems to have been the 
firft who openly and avowedly pretended to an in- 
dependant power, aflerting, that he derived it 
from the bounty of Conftantinc, while he paffed 
.over in contemptuous filence the lavifli piety of 
the Carlovingian race. Thus little by little did 
the triple crown Ihake ojff all fubordination to the 
imperial throne^ and rife upon the ruins of the de- 
graded eagle ;* till in procels of time the pride and 
arrogance of the pontiffs arrived at fuch an enor- 
mous height, that they affumed the privilege of 
difpoiing of the empire, and founded their plea 
upon the coronation of Charlemagne. That the 
authority of the church was paramount to all ten> 
poral jurifdiftion was a pofition which the ilaviih 
bigotry of thofe dark ages no longer prefumed to 
queftion ; and on the folution of it depended the 
pre-eminence of the papal fee. 

We have already feen that Bofon, king of Bur- 
gundy, was the firfl: of (he great vaflals of France, 

* Lewis the fecond alighted at the approach of Pope Nicol^** 
aiui led his mule^ by the bridle, on foot. 

who 
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vrho threw off the yoke, and erected his govern- 
ment into an independant kingdom. The French 
princes, alarmed at fo dangerous a precedent, 
bound their fubjefts by a particular oath to join 
them in oppofing the ufurper. Upon this, John 
the eighth, who then filled the papal chair, wrote 
in the foflowing words to Charles legros. '* I have 
** adopted the magnanimous Bofon, as a fon of 
*' the church. Reft fatisfied therefore with the 
*^ confines of your own dominions, and exert your- 
** felf in preferving the public tranquillity. For 
^ whoever fhall prefume to trouble the child ctf our 
^ declion fliall be inftantly excommunicated.'* 

The infolence of papal pride grew daily greater. 
Nicholas the firft wrote to Stephen, count of Au- 
vergne, " We have been made acquainted with 
^ your profligate and ungodly way of life, and by 
* our apoJioUcal authority we command you to ap- 
^ pear before our legate, who has received in^. 
^ ftructions to examine into the truth of thefc 
« allegation, &c'\ 

A thoufand inftances of a fimilar nature might 
be found, were they neceffary for our purpofe. 
But the proofs we have already adduced are amply 
liifEcient to eftablifli the dependance of the fee of 
Rome upon the imperial throne, which is the 
only object we have in view. Having had occa- 

fion, 
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fion, in the courfe of our narrative, to advert to 
the celebrated quarrel between the mitre and the 
crown, we thought it neceffary to put the reader 
in poflTeffion of fome dafa^ by which he might be 
enabled to form an adequate judgment of that 
ever memorable difpute : which though not im- 
mediately connected with the hiftory of Helvetia, 
can never be mifplaced in any work, which treat* 
of the concerns of Europe during that dilaftrous 
period of anarchy, and ufurpation. Befides, every 
queftion, which is conneflied with the catholic re- 
ligion, and which can ferve to elucidate it's prin- 
ciples, is perhaps particularly applicable tq a time, 
when men in general feem indined to judge of the 
church of Rome, rather from the moderation of 
individuals, than from the eftabliftied and funda- 
mental tenets of it's faith. The one is variable 
and fluftuating as the tide of fortune ; the other 
fixed and immutable, and worked into the orir 
ginal edifice, from which they can never be fepa- 
rated but in their general wreck. Sophiftry may 
palliate, or diflimulation conceal the real objeft it 
has in view. Situations too may fuggeft the ne- 
cejEty of a temporary filence, or intereft dictate an 
apparent renunciation. But while there fhall exift 
a power in which the right of difpenfing with the 
moft folemn promifes refides, upon what are we 
to eftablifli the bafis of our confidence ? The proud 
dominion of Gregory the feventh is not forgotten. 

It 
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It lives in the humble cell of the monaftie. mendi- 
cant, and under the meaneft habits which afFefted 
humility can aflume. Were we to reftore to 
the triple crown it's faded honors^ we ftiould once 
more behold the lame arrogant claims renewed* 
Another Hildebrand might again affume all the 
prerogatives of omnipotence, and hurl down his 
thunders, like the heathen Jove, with promifcuou* 
fury, on the aftoniflied world* 

Monaftie inftitutions had found their way into 
France, during the reign of Clovis — that is, im^- 
mediately after the converfion of the Gauls. Hav- 
ing faid thus much, it may not prove unacceptable 
to our readers to meet with a fliort fketch of the 
origin and progrefs of a profeffion, which obtained 
fuch extenfive influence over fociety, and which^ 
ia one of it's diverging branches, bid fair to ufurp 
an unlimited empire over the confciences and opi- 
nions 6f mankind. Monachif^n was the offspring 
{Df Egyptian enthufiafth, from whence it fpread, in 
^ fhort time, over the whole eaftern world; The 
'^arm fun of Africa, and the heated imaginations 
of it*s inhabitants, were peculiarly favorable to it's 
growth. But like other productions of the earth, 
when removed from their native fpot, it foon af- 
fumed a different character, according to the in- 
fluence of the foil, and climate, into which it was 
tranfplanted. ,In the fouthern provinces of Eu- 

rope 
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rope it maintained fomething of it's charaftcriffic 
quaUties, but in proportion as it migrated towards 
the frozen regions of the north, it feemed gradn- 
aHy to decHne from it's primitive purity** The 
ferious, and reflefting charafter of the Egyptians 
formed fo ftrong a contraft with Gallic levity, that 
it was fcarcely poffible for the fame regulations to 
amalgamate with both. 

Indeed, if we examine the religious ceremo*- 
nies of the ancients, with a critical eye, we may 
eajGly difcern, that they were almoft exclufively 
calculated for the modes and habits of the parti- 
cular people, for whom they were originally in- 
tended. Even the Mofaic code was of this de- 
fcription, and was evidently defigned for the in- 
habitants of a warm climate. It is the peculiar, 
and appropriate diftinftion of Chriftianity, that 
it is free from all local tenets, and is foimded upon ^ 

fo extenfive a plan, that it-«bptr itfelf to every A %t*^" - ' 
age, and country, and embraces aU the fons of 

* This remark may poffibly, at liift fight be deemed para- 
doxical. Jt may be urged, that the cold climates of northern 
Europe, arc lefs repugnant to a fyflera of celibacy, than the 
fcorching funs of the fouth. But it muft be remembered, that 
an inftitution which is diametrically contrary to the ftrongeft 
inftinds of nature, requires a 'more than common degree of 
enthufiaftic energy for it's fupport. Among us, the imagina- 
tion is not fufiiciently exalted for fo refined a fyftem of chime- 
rical perfc(^ion. We go to Heaven in a more rational way. 

men 
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men in one great and comprehenfive fcheme. Yd 
applicable as this obfervation may be to the gene* 
ral doftrincs of the gofpel, confidered as a perfeft 
fyllem of morality, it is by no means equally fo to 
the various fefts which, in the fucceffion of eigh- 
teen centuries, have fprung from that fource of 
truth. In proof of this obfervation, we muft beg 
leave to recall to the reader's attention, th^t vaft 
variety of reforms which have fucceeded each 
other in moft of the religious orders ; and which 
may be afcribed as much to the confined views of 
the original founders, as to any love of novelty^ 
or defire of celebrity, on the part of tlie inno- 
vators. 

In the fixth century, St. Benedict inftituted his 
celebrated order, which foon became fo fafliion- 
able, on account of the popularity of it's patron, 
that monafteries were built in every country in 
Europe. Soon after their firft appeara^ce, the 
monks grew into the higheft eftimation with all 
perfons of exemplary devotion, or who affefted 
that charafter^ Their liiFe was regarded as more 
edifying, their piety as more fervent, their prayers 
as more efficacious, than thofe of the fecular 
clergy. The advantages to be derived from this 
prevailing prejudice, were too manifeft to be over- 
looked by a body of men, who in fpite of all their 

profeflions 
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profeilions of difintereftednefs and humility, were 
never inattentive to' the concerns of the world* 

Yet notwithftanding the general prepoffeffion 
which exifis againft the monaftic life> it is but com- 
mon juftice to acknowledge, that the literary 
world has no trifling obligation to it's members. 
Many of the moft brilliant produftidns of human 
wit, would have irretrievably periihed in the con- 
fiifion of the lower ages, had they not been pre- 
ferved amid the learned lumber of a cloiften 
True it is, that the devout fathers were, for the 
moft part, ignorant of the treafnres they pofleffed; 
and would have probably preferred the dulleft 
treatife upon theology to all the coUeQive genius 
of the Auguftan age. Yet ftill, as the guardians 
of literature, they merit fome indulgence. 

Schools too were eftablifhed in many of the 
moft opulent monafteries — ^particularly at Fulda, ' 
Corbey, and St. Gall. Libraries too became an 
objeft of vanity; while convent coiltended with 
convent, in an honorable competition, which 
fliould procure the moft copious, if not the 
choiceft coUeftion of books. This fpirit of rivalry 
by degrees extended fo far, that the magnificence 
of the copy began at length to be attended to, 
and in order to render it more fplendid, recourfe 
was had to painting. This accounts for the num- 
bers 
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liers of iHuminated miflals to be met witli m aS 
monaiUcI^raries. 

Indeed^ about t&e middle of the tenth century, 
a faint ray of intelledhial light began to beam 
amidft the univerfal gloom*. We are told, that 
£bme of the monks of St. Gall, one of the moft 
wealthy monaileries in Helvetia, were diftinguiflied 
for their knowledge of the Greek and Latin lan- 
guages, and that they had fufficient difcernment to 
prefer the elegance' of Horace, and the fire of Ho- 
mer, to the dry pedantry of polemical difquifition, 
or the myftical jargon of theology. 

Hedwig, duchefs of Suabia, is mentioned by 
contemporaty writers, not only as being the pa- 
tronefs of men of letters, but for poffeiling claifi- 
cal knowledge, and refined tafte. Captivated by 
the brilliancy of his talents, and poffibiy ftill more 
fo, by the charms of his perfon, fhe feleded Eck- 
ard, a celebrated fcholar of St. Gall, for the com- 
panion of her literary purfuits. With him flie is 
&id to have paffed whole days in daffic retirement, 
reading and meditating upon the produdions of 
Attic wit, or of Roman genius. Though when we 
hear that a beautiful and acompli&ed princefe 
abandons the world for the fociety of a young 
friend of the other fex, we cannot eafily perfuade 

ourfelves 
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ourfdves to believe, that the ftudy of the ancients 
is the fole objeft flie has in view. 

Bruno, archbifliop of Cologne, and brother to 
the emperor Otho, was remarkable for his know* 
ledge of the Greek language* If metrical compo- 
fition deferve the appellation of poetry, it prevailed 
in Germany in very eariy times in the Latin 
tongue. The pious Ditmar begins every book of 
his hiftory in verfe. Solomon, biftiop of Con* 
fiance, wrote feveral poems in Latin. But if we 
look for brilliant metaphors, harmonious numbers, 
or claiKcal purity, in any of thefe productions, we 
fliall be fadly difappointed. A few paffages may 
perhaps be feleded from the writings of the learn- 
ed Gerbert, and from thofe of Waldron, bifhop of 
Strafbourg^ which may exempt them from this ge- 
heral cenfure. Crofwich, a nun of Gunderfheim, 
in the tenth century, apologizes for her tafte in the 
following manner: " There are Chriftians," (fays 
file, in the preface to her facred dramas) " who/e 
** faults I hope are venial, but who> on account of 
*' the elegance of the ftile, prefer many of the hea- 
" then writers to the Holy Scriptures themfelves. 
" Some even read Terence with delight, and are in- 
** duced, by the beauty of the language, to' pollute 
^' tkeir eyes with fiich unholy things.''* 
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. The German hiftorian Witichind, the Very firft 
who, fince the days of Charlemagne, had ventured 
to depart from the dry manner of the chroniclers, 
and to attempt fomething like a regular and 
connefted narrative, appears clearly to have been 
acquainted with Tacitus, and to have taken his 
ftile for a model. Ditmar, bifhop of Merfebourg, 
though continually led aftray by his own vifionary 
ideas, and the pious dreams of other enthufiafts, in 
fome degree rewards the patience of a reader by 
the many curious and original anecdotes which he 
relates. 

In the courfe of the following pages, we fhall 
have occafion to refer fo frequently to the impe- 
rial authority, that it may not be improper to ex- 
amine into it's nature and < extent. Such an ien- 
quiry will enable us to form a jufter opinion of the 
conduft of the Houfe of Auftria, in their memor- 
able ftibuggle with the Swifs. — Under the Saxon 
line, there is little doubt that the head of the em- 
pire was confidered not only as the legiflator, but 
as the chief magiftrate of Germany. Wherever 
he came, all other authorities ceafed, or at kaft 
afted in fubordinate capacities. His tribunal was 
paramount to every other, and comprehended per- 
fons of all ranks and defcriptions. Examples arc 
not wanting to fhew^ that even counts and dukes 
have been degraded for malverfation. The ancient 

law 
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kw books are filled with the decifions of the em- 
perors in difputes between the different princes of 
Germany* Yet ftill the emperor does not appear 
to have afted entirely yith an indepehdant, and 
uncontrolable fway, but ufually to have recurred 
to the advice of perfons of the fame condition, 
and generally of the fame province with the delin- 
quent* This v/as done in conformity to an ancient 
edift, which enafts, that every one Jhall be tried by 
his petrs^ or equals^ But as it was impoflible for 
the head of the empire to prefide in difFeirent trl* 
bunals at the Cime time, or to tranfport himfelf to 
the extremities of Germany, with the prompti- 
tude which the decilion of proceffes fo frequently 
required, the office of Count Palatine was infti- 
tuted* The bufinefs of this magiftrate was to fu- 
perintend the adminiftration of juftice in the va- 
rious provinces. To him an appeal lay from the or- 
dinaiy tribunals, in caufes which were not of fuifi- 
cient importance to be carried before the emperor 
in perfon. By him too was the imperial ban 
publifhed, and by him were the finances admi- 
niftered* Thefe oflicers were firft eftablilhed in 
Bavaria, Saxony, Suabia, and upon the Rhine. 

But no prerogative was more valuable, and 
none more frequently abufed, than the right of 
difpofing of the domains of a family which was be- 
come extinct, or thofe of a prince, who was de- 

K 2 pofed 



/ 



/ 



132 HISTORY OF THE 

pofed by the imperial ban, Thus Conrad gave 
away the dutchies of Bavaria and Saxony, after he 
had declaried Henry under the ban of the empirer 
Thus Frederic the fecond took pofleflion of Auf- 
tria, after the death of the laft duke. This im- 
portant prerogative wa& indeed a frequent fource 
of contention, between the emperors and the 
princes- The former naturally wiftiing to appro* 
priate the confifcated territory, to the aggrandifc- 
ment of their own family, while the latter con- 
tended that it ought to be converted into an im- 
perial fief. 

During the reign of Henry the firft, a remark- 
able change took place in the political fituation of 
Qermany. The great number of towns and cities 
which were built in all parts of that extenfive 
country, in imitation of the laudable example he 
had himfelf given in Saxony, called forth a new 
clafs of men, viz. that of the burghers. Henry's, 
great objeft was to encourage traffic, and by it to 
mcreafe the comforts of his people. For though 
it may juftly become a queftion with the philo- 
fopher, whether commerce may not, in fome cafes, 
be pufhed too farj yet no one, we beliieve, will 
helitate to admit, that there are very few inftances 
in the annals of the world, where a nation can her 
luppofedto haveTuffered from fuch acaufe.- 

Ditmar 
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Ditmar informs us, that eleven cities were built 
"between Merfebourg and Magdebourg. We may 
hence infer, what kind of cities they muft have 
been. Many of thofe, mentioned under this pom- 
pous title, are now dwindled into infignificant vil- 
lages, or have entirely difappeared from the face of 
the earth. From an accurate inquiry into the iji- 
ternal ftate of thefe newly-ereded towns, it ap- 
pears, that they were in general dependant upon 
the lord, in whofe territory they were built ; from 
whom their franchifes were derived. But as the 
principal objefts of the founder muft naturally have 
been to procure inhabitants, it was eflential to at- 
tach fome peculiar privileges to the charafter of 
burgher^ by which it might be diftinguifhed from 
the abjed condition of peafanu 

Hitherto, the people had been treated as a mere 
cypher in political arithmetic. But no fooner did 
the clergy and nobles appeal to the fword, in fup- 
port of their refpeclive ufurpations, than they be- ^ 
gan to confider their vaffals as capable of throwing 
fome weight into either fcale. Till then they had 
been attached, like ftock, to the glebe they culti- 
vated, and valued only in proportion to the labor 
they were able to perform. But both parties at 
length difcovered that the heart of man, however 
abjecl his condition, was compofed of the fame 
materials — that it was awakened by benevolence 
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to a fenfe of gratitude ; that it was ftimulatcd by 
op'preffion to a fentiment of revenge. 

The frequent intercourfe with Italy too had con- 
tributed, in no fmall degree, to improve the mu- 
nicipal government of the German towns* The 
Germans were ftruck with the manifeft fuperiority 
of the Italians in every refinement of poliflied life. 
In Italy, the burghers had long been divided into 
trades^ oxfraierniiies. The fame fyftem was adopted 
by moft of the commercial cities on their fide the 
Alps. Each of thefe companies had it's diftindive 
banner, and was marfhalled under it's .refpeclive 
officers. No fooner did the alarm bell found, than 
they ran to arms, and appeared at the ^ippointed 
fpot in array of battle. 

The difcovery of the mines, in the mountains 
of Hartz, during the reign of Otho the firft, 
proved a fortunate incentive to national induftry. 
The mechanic arts were henceforth cultivated with 
fuccefs. Artifts of every defcription found ma- 
terials to exercife their ingenuity, and to difplay 
their talents. We are informed, that a fmall equef- 
trian figure of Henry the firft was placed in the 
church of Mauerkirchen, in Bavaria, in the year 
948 ; which, fliould Aventin be correft as to dates, 
is probably the oldeft fpecimen of fculpture exifl^ing 
in all Germany. 

It. 
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It is natural to expeft that fo confiderable a 
change in the phyfical pofition of the Germans, 
Ihould have occafioned one equally ftriking in their 
moral charafter. We may in confequence difco- 
ver, in moft of the trading cities, and in the capi- 
tals of the different fovereigns, a very remarkable 
alteration in the habits of life. The pious Ditmar 
was alarmed at the progrefs of vice, and pathetically 
laments it, Speaking of Otho the firft, he fays, 
^^ In thofe happy days, the courtiers refembled their 
" mafter. Frugality prefided at their entertain- 
** ments. The golden mean was their conftant 
" guide. With them every fpecies of virtue 
" flouriflied; and with theni died."* What would 
the good man fay, could he take a view of the 
prefent ftate of fociety ! So true it is that luxury 
is merely relative, and muft, from the neceffary 
courfe of human affairs, keep pace with national 
improvement. In another part of his work he 
bre^iks out in invectives againfl the expence of fe- 
male drefs. " Our women," he obferves, " arc 
•-' no longer fatisfied with that decent fimplicity, 
" which was the characleriftic of a German ma- 
" tron. To pleafe the eyes of a lover, or to cap- 
^^ tivate the admiration of the public, is now their 

* Sicut dominus, ijc et priocipps ejus fuerunt. Non cos ci- 
borum, feu aliarum rerum fuperflua varietas, fed in cunclis de- 
letlabat au^ea mediocritas, Omnes, quae leguntur, virtutes his 
degentibus floruerunt, his obcuntibus marceircrunt. Ditmar, 
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" only object." When we contemplate, in fome 
of the ancient p^ntings, the modes of drefs, which 
then prevailed, we can hardly perfuade ourfelves 
that the pious biftiop was ferious in his charge ; 
fo miftaken were the ladies in the means they em- 
ployed. 

From th€ lamentations of this devout prelate, 
we might however be induced to fufpeft that fome- 
thing like poliflied manners might be traced in 
the intercourfe between the higher orders of fo- 
cicty, did he not, by another anecdote, convince 
us, that the refinement at which he is fo highly of- 
fended, would fcarcely pais under that title at the 
court of Abyffinia. At a fplendid entertainment, 
given in Saxony, during the reign of Otho the 
third, the fifters of that monarch were juft fet 
down to dinner, when the margrave of Meiflen, 
the duke of Saxony, and the bifliop of Halber- 
ftadt, entered the room with the voracious appe- 
tite of hunters, and in a few minutes devoured 
aU the provifions which were upon the table, very 
gallantly leaving the princeffes without any thing 
to eat,* 

Towards the time of Rodolphus, a love of pomp, 
and a tafte for fplendor, prevailed almoft univer- 

* Ditmar, p. 260, 
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lally among all the princes of Europe. Every 
thing was iacrificed to this predominant paffion. 
The revenues of feveral years were wafted in pre- 
parations for a fingle tournament. We are in* 
formed that at a diet, held at Mentz^ in 1182, 
when prince Henry received the honor of knight* 
hood, the quantity of provifions confumed ex- 
ceeded all belief. Of the numbers who attended^ 
we may form fome idea, when we hear that the 
archbifliop of Cologne appeared at the head of four 
thou£uid fix hundred horfe. 

After apologizing for this long digreffioji, which 
we cannot perfuade ourfelves to think entirely 
mifplaced, we fliall now return to our intended 
furvey of the political ftate of Switzerland, Wc 
are at firft fight ftruck with the predominant in- 
fluence of the clergy. The prodigal piety of pre- 
ceding ages had enriched the church to fuch a de- 
gree, that there were very few fpots, which were 
totally exempt from their jurifdidion or claims. 
But from the continual increafe of property, it had 
become neceffary for the ecclefiaftics to entruft the 
adminiftration of the far greater part of their pof- 
feflions to a bailiff or advocate ; an office of con- 
fiderable importance, and one to which we fhaU 
frequently have occafion to advert in the courfe of 
the following pages. To afcertain the exact pre- 
rogatives of this high fituation would be no eafy 

talk. 
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ta&. Indeed they appear to have been, in great 
xneafure, regulated by the rank and confequence 
ef the perfon, by whom it was exercifed. This 
charge, in it*s origin, was indifputably perfonal ; 
when the poffeffor was little ntiore than an agents 
or Jieward^ to adminifter the revenues of the bi- 
flioprick, or monaftery. But in procefs of time, 
it was converted into an hereditary dignity, while 
it's authority was daily extending, till it eventu- 
ally became an office of the higheft confideration, 
and was filled by perfons of the firft eminence* 

The bifliops of Bale, Conftance, and Laufanne, 
held a very diftinguiftied rank among the princes 
of Helvetia. Their power was extenfive, but does 
not appear upoii all occafions to have been cm- 
ployed for the maintenance of order, or morality. 
Innocent the fecond, in a letter to the bifhop of 
Laufanne, complains of the general corruption of 
manners which prevailed throughout his diocefe. 
*' Murders are daily committed," fays the indig- 
nant pontiff, " and women violated, even in the 
*' public ftreets, with impunity/' Let it not, 
however, be fuppofed that this defect of energy 
proceeded from the weaknefs of the epifcopal 
arm. The authority of thefe haughty prelates 
was erefted upon a more folid foundation than 
that of opinion. They \vere ufually attended by 
a numerous train of dependants, any of whom 

were. 
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were, at all times, ready to execute their com- 
mands, with the moft blind and abjeft fubmiffion, 
without ever examining into the motives by which 
they were diftated. We fliall l^ave to the labOr 
rious antiquary the ungrateful talk of determining 
the precife pe^^iod, when thefe feveral fees were 
firft eftabliflied. That the Chriftian religion had 
obtained a very early footing in Helvetia, may be 
inferred from the ancient legends ; but every thing 
previous to the reign of Gundioch is involved 
in fuch impervious darkneft, that all inquiry is 
at beft uncertain. 

The fee of Coire is fiiid, in legendary ftory, to 
have been fpunded by the fon of a Britifli mo- 
narch, to whom the name of Lucius is given— and 
we in reality find the moft ancieiit church in this 
city dedicate(i to St. Lucius, 

The biflioprick of Sion dates from the earlieft 
times. The importance of it's fituation as a mi- 
litary poft, induced Charlemagne to .augment it's 
revenues by confiderabje donations ; as he thought 
he had lefs to apprehend from the ambition of the 
church, than from that of the reftlefs and high 
fpirited barons. 

We have already had occafion to mention the 
numerous religious foundations, which fprung 
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from the iU-direfted devotion of an unenlightened 
age. Many of thefe have been attributed, by the 
early writers, to the miffionary zeal of the Iriflu 
For the proofs of this affertion, we muft refer the 
reader to the monkifli hiftorians. from whom, to 
reward his patience, he will learn that Columban, 
and GaUus, in company with feveral other godly 
perfonages, migrated from their native moraffes to 
diflFixfe the light of the gofpel among the inhabit 
tants of the Alps. Sigebert, who was one of this 
devout troop, having penetrated into the uncul- 
tivated vallies of'Rhaetia, fixed his habitation, ii> 
a fequeftered fpot, near the fource of the Rhine ; 
where having gained an afcendancy over the rude 
minds of the natives, by the fervor of his elor 
quenee, and the aufterity of his manners, he at 
length founded the abbey of Difentis, which was 
fucceflively endowed by pious princes, and in par- 
ticular by the emprefs Cunigonde, the wife of 
Henry the fecond. 

The fervid devotion, and aftive benevolence of 
Gallus gave celebrity to a romantic fpot near 
the lake of Conftance, upon which, fome years 
after his death, and in honor of his memofy, arofe 
the magnificent abbey of St. Gall. Few founda- 
tions in Europe have done more towards the pre- 
fervation of literature. It's library was a repo- 
fitory, in whi^h the works of Quintilian, the hif- 
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tory of Ammianus, and Cicero's book on the la*wsy 
ticdcped the deftru<9ive depredation of ignorance, 
and bigotry, whofe ravages a«5e often more fatal, 
in an intellectual point of view, tl:*^n the march of 
a barbarian army. From it's fchools, as from a 
general center, the light of reafon burft over the 
furrounding provinces of Helvetia, and contribut-^ 
ed dTentially to the revival of letters. 

But among the religions inftitutions of Helvetia, 
foperftition had attributed an ideal fanctity to that 
of Einfiedlen, which gave it an undifputed pre- 
eminence over the reft. The foiinder of this ce^ 
lebrated monaftery was Meinrad, the only fon of 
Bertold, count of Hohenzollern. Born to the 
faireft profyefts of earthly felicity, educated in the 
lap <rf" affluence, and endowed by nature with every 
gift which can adorn the higheft ftation, the flat- 
tering promife of his ripening years was on a fud- 
den blafted. Deceived in the objed of his tendereft 
affeAion, and betrayed by the friend in whom hi^ 
generous foul had placed the moft unbounded con- 
fidence, he abandoned the world in the very bloon* 
of life. His heated imagination took a different 
direftion. The enthufiafin of religion fucceeded 
to that of love. Every fpot that bore any veftige 
©f human improvement became hateful to him, for 
it recalled to his recoUedtion the perfidy of man. 
The gloomy folitude of Mount Etzel was more 

congenial 
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congenial to his wiflies. He there conftruAed 3t 
hut of foots and mofs, and fpent the day in prayer 
and meditation, the reftlefs night in tears. A 
pious matron, of the town of Altorf, having dif^ 
covered his retreat, caufed a fmall, but more com- 
modious cell to be erefted, with an adjoining cha- 
pel. Tb this he removed, and inhabited it during 
feven years, an object of venetatioh to the fur-' 
rounding country. Crowds of pilgrims flocked 
daily to his cell, the unhappy receiving comfort 
from his exhortations^ the profligate being con- 
verted by his admonitions, the penitent deriving 
courage from his prayers. Fatigued, at length, 
by the inceflant interruptions which withdrev/ his 
foul from contemplation, he departed in fecret, to 
a fequeftered forefl:, near the prefent convent of 
Einfiedlen, where, at a diftance from the haunts of 
men, he once more abandoned himfelf to folitude 
and devotion. The abbefs of a neighboring con- 
vent, on the lake of Zuric, was no fooner made 
acquainted with the aufterity of his life, than flie 
prevailed upon him to permit her to fupply the 
place of his benefaftrefs of Altorf^ . A chapel was 
erected on the fite of the prefent monaftery, and 
dedicated, like that, to the Holy Virgin. In a con- 
tiguous cell, Meinrad lived for tliirty-two years, 
with a reputation of perfect fanclity, when he was- 
aflaflinated by a ferocious banditti. We are inform- 
ed, in legendary ftory, that two crows, which he had 
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educated from their neft, purfued his murderers 
with unremitting perfeverance, till by their hor- 
rid fcreamings they awakened their troubled con- 
fciences to fuch a fenfe of guilty that they delivered 
themfdves voluntarily into the hands of jufticel* 

The contentious fpirit of the laity was another 
very produftive fource of profperity to the church* 
As it was no unufual thing for men, by their li* 
berality to fome religious houfe, to provide for 
themfelves .a fanftuary in cafe of any fudden re- 
verfe of fortune. Alienations too of this kind 
were in general popular ; monaftic eftablifliments 
being, for the moft part, favorable to agricultural 
improvement ; and their jurifdiftion lefs oppref- 
five than that of the defpotic barons. Exciufively 
of the valuable acquifitions, which they were daily 
making, moft of thcfe ecclefiaftical eftablifhment$ 
had been amply endowed by their original foun- 
ders. The town of Lucern, with all it's depen- 
dancies, was fubjcct to the monks of Murbach-, in 
AJface ; while the canons of Lucerne poffefled a 
claim to the greater part of the canton of Unter- 
\valden. Many abbots had been decorated with the 
paftoral crofs, and took their feats among the 
princes of the empire. Of this number was the 
abbot of St. Gall. 

* Chronicle of F.Inljcdjen, 
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The influence of fo tiumerdus, and po^C'erful i 
body, over every clafe of people, was abfolute be* 
yond belief. Nothing indeed was wanting but 
a m6rc intimate union between it's different 
branches, for the church to have attraded every 
thing within it^s infatiable grafp* But fortunately 
for Helvetia, the ambition of the clergy was not 
yet reduced to that regular, and fyftematic form^ 
which it aftenfrards affumed from the example of 
Rome^ Every religious fociety was at that time ful- 
ly occupied in fchemes of private aggrandifement- 
There was no uniformity in the plan, no co-ope- 
ration in the attack* The Jefuits have fince taught 
iis what mighty things could have been eflfecled 
in an unenlightened age* 

The afcendancy of the nobles likewife, becamd 
every day more confiderable* But their pride and 
arrogance increafed in a' ftiU greater proportion- 
So that while they exafted the moft implicit de- 
. ference from all the fubordinate ranks of fociety,- 
they haughtily refufed to acknowledge a fuperion 

This unfettled ftate of government, both in 
France and Germany, had been peculiarly favor- 
able to the encroachments of ambition ; while the 
Weaknefs of the reigning princes was but little cal* 
•dated to infpire that falutary awe, which in an 

age 
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i^c bf linbbunded licentioiffnds can alone c^nduco 
W the maintenance of fdcial order; -, 

Such appears to. have been the ikuation b| 
Switzerland from the beginning of the tenth to 
the clofe of the twelfth century. In the Abman^ 
hie provinces, a permanent fyftem cJf gQverftmeUt 
is fcarcdy ever to be difcerned; While the BuF* 
gundian princes^ who owed their crown to thf 
fuffi-age of the people, enjoyed at beft but a pre^ 
carious aiithority ; and were frequently reduced 
to that moft diftrefling of all iituations, when no 
th'oice Was left them except between the extremes 
of evilr-^humiliating condefcenlions, br open re«- 
beHion: 

Upon thefe high-fpirited chiefs a nuitterousbody 
bf inferior nobility depended ; who owed this dif- 
tiniftion^ either to the office they executed^ or to 
the fief they held. Hbnors too Were conferred as 
the rewards of perfonal valor^ and had been dif- 
ipenfed i^th a lavifli hand upon thbfe who had dif- 
tinguiihed themfelves in the holy wars. For it 
•ivas found that recompenses of this nature fre- 
quently contributed to keep alive the adtivity of 
men, whofe zeal might have cooled, had it been 
Simulated by no other incentive than that of de*^ 
votion. Thus the ideal value of a title^ from being 
made common^ funk even in the dHmation of the 

Vol. L . L undiiceming 
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to^^iiing vt%ar. Wlicn they beheW vs^hoia 
crowds of thofe^ whom, they had been taught to 
contemplate with aft eye of revereftce, deftitute of 
ercry fuf^rt, but what they derived froip the 
^^ecaiious bounty of the greats they ceafed to con- 
ilder ^kem as beings of a different fpecies from 
iftemfi^es. Nor fliall we much wonder ,at this 
eh^kfi^' of ojHnion, when we are toki that the an- 
eieint writers make mention of more than Pufelve 
i^undred noble families^ which flourilhcd in.$wit%r* 
land during the courfe of two centinries.* 

^ It is an obje^ of curious refearch to inveftigatc 
the ri^ and progte& of the three different orders^ 
which conftitute every political affociation. The 
NOBILITY, whofe original is coeval with the intro- 
duction of feudal manaers^ derived a^ unbounded 
-influence from the j^bufesrof that barbarous fyftetrv 
and for a long time formed a point it\ the focial 
circle, from which every thing diverged, and in 
which every thing centered. It is by no means 
•our intention phiJofophically to analife the wifdom 
-©f an inftitution, which has added a ftimujus to 
•fhe human mind- . The feuntaia of honors is a 
ftr^am from w^hence the moft brilliant achieve- 
•jnents^ have £owed* AH the refinements of chi- 
-valry-— that' eccentric lyftesi of romaiitic virtue, 
i»iAdi exhibits the human character in Xo ftrange^ 

^ - - - - though 
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thoFUgh dignified, a dre&^-^ith all its fplendid 
tram of appropriate duties, which firft foftened 
down the ferocity of martial hafbits, and humanifed 
the mind for familiar iatercouffe, irfe derfved from 
the feme efficient fotifcci- As the recompence of 
pubKcfervice,.digntties^ are difpenfedwith adva^ 
tage. They are a cheap, and enviable diftin6tiofib» 
it is only to be regretted that the great q^aBtie« 
which firft merited the title, caobot ^way& be ren- 
dered hereditary with it* 

But at the period wc are defcrilning, thcfe higb- 
foaihcd ideas of perfeflion exifted no where* The 
defpotic power of the baron airofc alone from 
the terror he in%ired. Neither was. his caftle the 
afeode of hoi^ritaKtyi iicxr was his fword employed 
m ddfehce of innocence*. On the contrary, the 
iaffirighted peafant fled at his approach, or trembled 
at thg bare mention of his name ; while his impo- 
tent foVerdgh, afEiflcd on all fides by the con^- 
plainft&>of ail outraged people, was reduced to the 
.bitter humiliation of remaining a tranquil fpec- 
tatol- of crimes, which his degraded authority was 
inadequate to control. 

In this hopelefs ftate of barbarifm , another or^ 

der emerged from obfctoity. We have already 

fcen in what manner the clekgy threw afide their 

priraijdve charafter df humility, and arrogated to 

: La themfelves 
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thetnfelves prerogatives, which are totally incoha 
fifient with the limited faculties of man. From 
this arbfe that fatal conteft between the church 
and ftate, which diftraded Europe during a long 
j^riod of igiioraiice and fuperftition, and made 
the triiiltaph of anarchy compleat. Among the 
moft crying abufes of papal power, none has been 
employed with glreater eSc€t than excommunication. 
An engine, which if properly direfted, and ufed 
only for the chaftifement of impenitent guilty 
might perhaps have been productive df the greateft 
benefit to the caufe of morality, became the moft 
<ifeftruftive weapon that ambition ever hurled. It 
is curious enough to remark the gradual progrefs 
Obferved in the rifing fdale of maledictions, in pro^ 
jportion as thofe, to which the ear was already iai^ 
midar^ decreafed iii efficacy ; till we ultimately 
find the earthly reprefentmive of the king of mercy 
vomiting forth anathemas and execrations, againil 
his Chriftian brethren, for the flighteft fhide in 
their religious opinions, which would have founded 
harfhly in the mouths of devils* Perfonal merit, 
or literary attainments were nurdy attended to in 
the difpb&l of the higher benefices of the churchy 
which were almoft exdufivdy confined to the no* 
bility. Indeed) fo long as the prejudices of the 
age had attached the performance of military fer«i 
vice to the poffeflion of the firft ecdefiaftical dig- 
nities, it was fcarcdy to be expected that the mitre 

and 
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and crofier fhould ever find their way Into a ple« 
^an family. The inferior clergy were exempt 
from the burdens of war, but were bound in all 
the duties Qifoccage to th^ lord, updef whpm they 
lidd their lands. 

The PEOPLE, as we have already obferved, were 
4aily gaining ground. Slavery is the offspring qfigr 
}iorance. It cannpt long fubiift inanenlightenedage. 

At the acceflion of Rodolphus to the imperial 
throne, Helvetia was divided into a variety of 
littie ftates. Among the moft po^ejiul of fhe int 
dependant barons were the counts of Tpggenbourg 
and Rapperfwyl,who were? m<ifter§ of that remnant 
of the Thurgau, which was V^occupied either by 
the bifhop of Conftance, or the abbot of St. GaD. 
The canton of Zviric was fubjeft to the potent £a- 
niilies of Kyb^irg, and Thurgau, yAxh the excctp- 
tion pf the lordihip of Regejilberg, which re^cl;e4 
tQ th^ very gates of Zuric, and a fmalj diftrift be- 
Jpnging tq the counts of Lenlberg, apd the marr 
grave of Baden. The towns of Arberg and Zofin- 
gen, with the whole weftern bank of the Aar, from 
Olten to Bibenftein, belonged to the counts of 
Froburg and Bucheck. In the canton of Bale, the 
moft confiderable fimilie? were thqfe of Thierfteiu 
and Homburg. The dopiain of the count of Rq- 
thenberg lay contiguous to th? lake of Lucerne. 

L 3 Upon 
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Upon the extinftion of the houfe of Zarengen, the 
principalities of ThuA and Burgdorf had devolved 
to the houfe of Kyburg. Among the mountains of 
Berne we difcover the lords of Wiflifbourg. The 
great poffeffions of the houfe of ^eAchatel had 
lately fallen between four collateral branches, viz^ 
Nedchatel, Arberg, Valendis, and Nidau. The 
town of Granfon was fubjeft to it's refpeftive lord, 
The dominions of the houfe of Savoy extended to 
the fouthern fliore of the lake of Geneva, and 
from thence to St. Mauritius, while on the north- 
ern extremity it comprehended the whole country 
between Laufanne, Morat, and Iverdun. Even 
fo far back as the eleventh century, this ambitious 
family had obtained a footing in one of the finest 
provinces of Transjurane Burgundy. Much about 
the. fame time, the counts of Morienne had pro- 
. cured the inveftiture of the dutchy of Chablais 
from the emperor,. Conrad the fecond, in which 
grant both Vevais and Bomon were included. 
The inhabitants of the lower Vallais, who were lefs 
indebted, than their neighbors, to nature for local 
ftrength, had likewife been rendered fubjeft to the 
fame jurifdi6iion. 

f . But formidable as this latter power appears, it 
was in reality far lefs fo than that of the houfe of 
llapfburg. From the remoteft times, that family 
l^ad been in poffeffion of the towns of Altenburg 

and 
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and Bruck, both jdaces of confiderable ftrcHgth. 
Hapfburg itfelf was built in 1013, by Radpot, an 
anceftor of Rodolphtis, Werner, biihop of Straf*' 
bourg^ who was his brother^ having fupplied the 
neceflary funds. When finiflied, the wealthy pre*- 
late vifited the cafile, and having e^camined it 
with an attentive eye, obferved that the magni<^ 
ficence of the edifice by nq means correfponded 
with the greatnefs of the expence, Radpot made 
no reply, but immediately called out his train of 
dependants, which had been greatly iinproved, 
both in niimbers and appearance, by the bifhop'd 
liberality ; and pointing to them, exclaimed, " li 
" is nat to tbe/irengti? of our cajiles ahn^^ but to the 
*' numbers J and difcipline of our followers^ that ive 
*' mujl look for tl?€ future glory of qur family^*^ 

Notwithftanding the truth of this obfervatlon, 
which feems to have been treafured up as a leading 
principle to direct his pofterity in the paths of am- 
bition, it is neverthelefe remarkable that the Auf- 
trian family has been more frequently indebted to 
filliances, than to conqueft, for their immenfe ac- 
quifitions.* The emperor Rodolphijs inherited, in 

* The fortui^ate alliance* of Aviftri a gave rife t© the following 
lilacs : 

Bella gerant fortes, iu felix Aujlria nuht 
Nam quap Mars aliis, dat tibi regna Venus. 

i. 4 riglU 



15a HISTpRY OF THE 

fight of his mother, the counties of Lcnzberg, Ba« 
den, and Kyburg, the town of Winterthur, with 
the langraviates of Zug and Thurgau. The county 
of LaufFenboprg, a younger branch of the fame 
hdufc, poffeffed the towns of Seckingen, Waldy 
ftiut, Lauflfenbourg, and Rheinfeld, While 
another, but more diftant relative, had fucceeded 
the counts of Kyburg, in the principalities of 
Burgdorf and Thun. 

The chief authority in the Grifons (the ancient 
Jlhoetia), centered in the biihops and counts of 
Coire ; the lords of Sargans and Werdenberg had 
alfo a confiderable influence in that f ountry. 

The evident fiiperiprity of the houfes of Hapfr 
burg and Savoy over the reft of the Helvetic 
princes, feemed clearly to indicate that the whole 
of Switzerlapd was ultimately dcftined either to 
be divided betyreen them, 01^ to be fwallowed up 
by the fuccefsful competitor, in cafe they Ihould 
difagree in tfie partition of their prey. Hitherto, 
indeed, the attention of the latter had bee^ parti- 
cularly direded towards the plains of Lombardy.; 
while the former had entirely confined their views 
to northern, or Germanic Helvetia : but the at- 
tainment of the imperial crown opened a wider 
field to the afpiring genius of Rbdolphus, and 
taught him to aim at fublimcr projefts. 
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In a country, fuch as we have defcribed Hdvetia, 
f he fituation of the lower orders will readily occur. 
No ftate of exiftence can be deemed completely 
wretched, (b long as the mind is fupported by 
hope ; but in their cafe, no objeft prefented itfelf 
even to the moft fanguine, to which te coiild lool? 
forward with anticipated comfort. In the viciiS- 
tude of military events, they might poffibly expe^ 
rience a change of tyrants — ^but a change of deftiny 
.was a blefiing tpo great to be expeded« 

Still, however, there exifted in Switzerland, 
fome towns, which in quality of imperial cities, 
laid dsum to a variety of privileges, that not only 
rendered their prefent ftate of exiftence more to- 
lerable, but which ferved as a foundation for their 
future emancipation. Qf this, defcription were 
Bale, Soi-euhe, Berke, and Zuric. Some of 
the leffef cantons too, notwithftanding the pre- 
tenfions of the church, enjoyed under the protec- 
tion of the empire, a conftitution in many refpeds 
free. 

Zuric was, at this time, the moft confid^rabli? 
of the Helvetic cities, both on account of it's an- 
tiquity and of it's commerce. The ancient Turi-^ 
cum had periihed by the inconliderate fury of the 
Helvetii, as a prelude to their invafion of Gaul, 
By degrees it recovered from it's ruins, and gra- 
(iually increafed, till the foundation of two cele-^ 
* ' ' * ^ brated 
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brated religious houfes, by attrafting continual 
crowds of votaries, created a permanent fource of 
augmenting wealth* Zuric was henceforth looked 
upon as the capital of the adjacent provinces. It 
was the feat where the governor fixed his rcfi- 
dence, and where the tribunals of juftice were held. 
The concurrence of fo many favorable circum^ 
fiances, no lefs'than the advantages of it's local po* 
lition, invited artifans, and ma^ufacEturers from 
every quarter, to whcrfe exertions, and ingenuity, 
this rifing city was ftilj further indebted for it's 
fubfequent fplcjidor. 

If we examine Into the conflitution which pre-, 
vailed, during it's earlieft ftate of profperity, we 
fliall find the condition of Zuric to have been en- 
viable and happy, The executive power was from 
the beginning lodged in a council pf thirty-fix 
members, over whom the imperial prefed prefided. 
Twelve of thefe were in adive fituations, and re- 
mained in office for the fpace of four months, when 
they were relieved by an equal number ; fo that, in 
the courfe of a year, every member, by rotation, was^ 
charged with the adminifl:ration of government^ 
The nomination to this important function was 
originally vefted in the lady abbefs, but was transr 
ferred to the burghers by Frederic the feeond,^ 
when he elevated Zuric to the rank of an imperial 
city. After the extinftion of the houfe of Zarin- 
gen, the qffice of imperial governor feems e^tirely 
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to have ceafed. So that in fact Zuric had been 
jnaking progreffive fteps towards independance, 

! for a long time before the violence of Albert had 

kindled the flame of liberty. In the year 1230, a 
difpute having arifen between the citizens and 
the clergy, with refpetfl to the payment of fomc 

'\ territorial impoftsj from which the latter claimed 

an exemption; parties ran fo high, that the eccle- 
fiaftics proceeded to extremities, and had recourfe 
to their ufual weapons, the thunders of the church. 
This condud: was alarming, and might have 
been attended with fatal confequences, had the 
courage of the burghers proved lefs inflexible. 
But notwithftanding the inconveniences they ex- 
perienced from a temporary fufpcnfion of all com- 
mercial intercourfe, they perfevered with fpirit, 
and finally came to a refolution to banifli priefts 
of every defcription from their territory, unlefs 
they confented publicly to retract the interdift, 
and henceforth to renounce the ufe of fo dangerous ) 
a weapon, except they were authorifed by the then 
pncontrovertable authority of Rome. 

Upon the demife of the emperor Frederic, the 
citizens of Zuric fliook off" every veftige of de- 
pendance upon the houfe of Swabia, and entered 
into an alliance with the forefl cantons for their 
mutual defence. At the fame time, by way o( 
giving additional ftrength to the union, they made 

overtures 
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overtxires of a very advantageous nature to th« 
count of Regenfbcrg, provided he would join ii^ 
the league. But tempted by the hope of making 
himfelf mafter of the city, during the inteftinc 
commotions with which it was menaced, he re-, 
jcded the offer with difdain. Difappointed, 
but not difcouraged, they had recourfe to the 
houfe of Hapfburg. The propofals were tempt- 
ing, and accepted by Rodolphus without hefita- 
tion. An intimate union took place, and a com- 
bined army entered the territory of Regenfterg^ 
zs the infulting treatment they had met with from 
the count, made too deep an impreffion upon 
the public mind, not to be refented. In a few 
weeks, all the fbrtreffes, which were objefts of 
jealoufy to the riling power of Zuric, were either 
taken, or deftroyed, and the haughty count re- 
duced to the humiliating neceflity of fupplicating 
for peace to a people, whofe friendfliip and alliancq 
he had fo lately fcorned. 

Berne, though by no means a city of equal 
importance, was in poffeflion of fimilar immunities. 
We have already been made acquainted with it's 
origin. The fpot, fcleded by Bertold for the fit(? 
of this fortrefs, was in every refpeft calculated to 
fecure it againfi, furprize, in an age when military 
tactics were yet in their infancy. As an afylum 
againft the oppreilion pf the great, the unfortu- 
nate 



1 

HKLVETIC REPUBLICS. I57 

tiatc flocked thither in fuch crowds, that there ^re 
few inftances in hiftory, of any focial combination 
having increafed with greater rapidity. We 
ihoidd however form a very erroneous idea of this 
little ftate, were we to fuppoix^ it to, have enjoyed 
either thofe internal comforts, or that external 
confideration, to which it afterwards attained un- 
der the benign aufpices of liberty. On the contrary, 
it's powers were contraded, it's deftiny wa^ pre- 
precarious. Nor was it poflible for the citizens to 
preferve * inviolate thofe privileges, which they 
owed to the generofity of the imperial crov/n, 
without the moft vigilant attention. Our know- 
ledge of the original form of government, which 
was eftablifhed at Berne, is far from . accurate, as 
mofl of the ancient records perifhed in a dreadful 
conflagration with the greater part of the town. 
It is however evident that it was raifed to the rank 
of an imperial city by Frederic the fecond, and 
that from that time it was under . the miinicipal 
jurifdi6ion of a mayor and cojnmon council. 
Over thefe ttiagiftrates the count of Ravenfberg 
prefided, in quality of imperial governor. But 
the office he held, was only a temporary diftinc- 
tion conferred upon a favorite, at whofe death it 
ceafed altogether. Indeed, fo far as we are able 
to judg6 from exifting documents, we may ven- 
ture to pronounce that the conftitution of Berne, 
even from it's verj^ beginning, was in great mea- 

fure 



fiirt ariJioeroHcaly thcmagiftrates being exciufiydy 
ehofen from among the nobles^ To them too was 
the dire6tion9 and condiidl of all miHtary enter- 
prizes tommitted* But whether this was a prin-^ 
ciple inherent^in the goi^ernment ; or whether the 
emohmients of office not being as yet commenfu^ 
rate with it^s fattgaes, the duties of a public lif^ 
Were willin^y abandoned by the lower orders oif 
dtizensy is a point we canndt take upon ourlelve^ 
to decide. 

The deftiny of SoLeure had ftill a nearer re» 
femblance to that of Zuric j with which too k 
cduld boaft aii equal d/^ee of antiquity* TH*^ 
ftroyed by the incurfions of the Huns^ and Ala^ 
ttianni, it grew like Zuric, ilnder the foftering wing 
<)f religion, but in a ftate of afafoiute dependancc; 
upon thofe religious efiabliihments, which derived 
thqir exiftence from the lavifli |ncty of Beirta, th^ 
mother of Conrad^ The privilege of being go^ 
vcrned by their own municipal oflkers was can- 
ferrcd upen them by the imperial bounty ; but 
the nomination of the mayor (or &cft magiftrate% 
in whom all criminal jurifdidion centered^ was r©- 
ferved to the emperor, as a mark of feudal. fupe> 
.riority. However, towards the.clofe of the reigs 
of Frederic the fecond, we find that this office be- 
came in great meafure eledive, though confinedl 
entirely to the higher orders. Till at length the 

^ount 
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count of Bucheck, havieg purehafed the right of 
ttoioination from the emperor Henry the feventh, 
made a formal furrender of it to the city. 

After the deftni6tion of Augufta^ the principal 
dty of the Rauraci, Bale feems to have been con- 
iidered as the capital of that ancieat province ; and^ 
at a very early period, to have been raifed to the 
dignity of an epifcopal fee. Amid the ravages of 
the Hims^ it was overwhelmed in the general ruin 
which accompanied their deib:ij€i:ive nijajch, but 
was rebuilt under the patronage, and probably by 
the aid, of the emperor Henry the ftcond Not* 
withflianding the immunities it enjoyed, as a frse 
city, the Hberality of the bilhops appears fometimes 
to have prevaikd over the jsatriottOai of the 
burghers ; form the fcquel we find them, at one 
time^ in poilefiion of the whale fovereign authcH 
rity^ The peojdc, however, at length grew fe»* 
fibk <rf their imprudence, and ftruggfedto regain 
that independance which their own fnpinenefs, and 
the corruption of their magiftrates had fo wan- 
tonly thrown away. The moft violent contefts^ 
enfued; during which the haughty prdates. were . 
frequently driven from the tity, and obliged tp 
take refuge in a fortrefi which they had built, on 
the opixxfite bank of the Rhine. It was in con- 
fequenceof a difpute of this naJrure, that the ci- 
tizejas had recourfe to Rodolphus of Hapfburg, ^ 

■ for^ 
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fbr proteAion, and he was a6hially laying with 
his forces, before the epifcopal cattle, when he re- 
ceived an offer of the imperial crown. 

Several towns, of inferior note, were likcwife 
entitled to various privileges ; whik the three can- 
tons of Uri^ Schweitz, and Unterwalden, had been 
long confpicuous for a warm attachment to every 
thing, which bore the t^efemblance of a free go^ 
vernment. Situated in fertile vallies, in the moft 
elevated part of Europe, the inhabitantsof thefe de- 
lightful regions were feparated from the reft of the 
world by a vaft chain of almoft inacceffible moun- 
tains, and from each other by a lake, the navigation 
of which is at all times perilous, on account of the 
fudden and frequent ftorms, which gather round 
the majeftic fummits of the St. Gothard. Stran- 
gers to luxury, and poffefling fcarcely any thing of 
value except their flocks, and herdsj ftill this vir- 
tuous race of men cannot with propriety be called 
poor, fince they knew none of thofe faftitiousf 
wants which the refinements of fociety have ren- 
dered neceflary to the more opulent. Their me- 
diocrity was befides confidered as a blefling, for 
it fecured them againft the invafions of defpotifm ^ 
and left them in the uninterrupted enjoyment of 
that freedom, which to their untainted minds ap- 
peared far preferable to all the pomp, and flavery 
pf greatnefs. Even in thefe unfettled times, the 

form 
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form of their conftitution bore a very ftrong t e- 
fcmMance to that, which afterwards prevailed dur- 
ing the moft flouriihing period of their hiftory — 
the fame general affemblies, the fame municipal^ 
ellablilhmcnts, exifted equally in both. The fu- 
prcme criminal jurifSidion was indeed vetted in 
the emperor^ and by him delegated to the neareft 
imperial commiffary, who was occafionally called 
upon^ in cafes of urgent neceffity— for none re* 
fided in thofe peaceful vales. 

In this ftate of fi&clufion, a virtuous mind might 
have enjoyed a degree of happinefs^ unknown, and 
unfufpcfted in the more boift^rous fcenes of aftive 
life. To the inacccffibility of their native rock^ 
they truiied for fecurity agaibft all external aggref-- 
fion ; for even when the decreafing fnows opened, 
here and there, a ptad:icable paflige, during the 
fiew monAs of fummer, which chearcd the hoary 
prolpefl:, a handful of men Was able to defend the 
narrow defiles againfl oppofing armies. The ma- 
chinations of internal foes were alone to be appre-^ 
bended. Againfl: Ihem they had no proteftion, 
but in the dofefl union amotig themfelves, or in 
the fupport of fome more powerful neighbor. 

A donation, made by Otho the Great to the 
monaflery of Einfiedlen, of fome lands near the 
lake of Lucerne^ the limits of which had nevet 

Vol. L M been. 
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been properly afcertained, proved a fource of end-« 
Ids diicord between the abbot and the mhabitants 
of Schweitz. The affau: had been formerly refer- 
red to the emperor Henry the fourth, who decided 
in favor of the monks, but the natives, under pre- 
tence that he had been deceived by a falfe ftate- 
ment of facts, relifted the execution of the im- 
perial decree, and kept poffefiion of the con- 
tefted territory. The friars were no lefs obfti- 
nate on their part, but convinced of the in^cacy 
of any further attempts they prudently refolved 

to wait for a more favorable opportunity. 
1 144. The pious zeal of Conrad the third feemed 

to promife a more propitious iffue. To 
him they in confequence addreffed themfelves, and 
prevailed fo far, that they obtained a confirmation 
of the former fentence, with a promife, from the 
emperor, of fupport. Elated with this momentary 
triumph, the haughty abbot put himfelf at the 
head of his numerous vaflals, and demanded in- 
ftant reflitution, threatening his opponents, in cafe 
of contumacy, with the united vengeance of the 
empire and the church. But all was ineffectual. 
Neither the terror of the imperial arms, nor the 
thunders of Rome, could fliake their conflancy ; 
for it was a principle implanted in their nature, 
to oppofe force by force, uninfluenced by fear, 
and unawed by every difplay of power. Nor was 
the violence of their enemies produdive of any 
1 change. 
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dhange, tecq>t to determine them at once to re- 
nounce all further dependance upon a ftate, to 
which they were fo little indebted for aid, and by 
which they, with reafon, confidered themfelves as 
fo unworthily treated. Thus we may already dif- 
cover firong fymptoms of that unconquerable 
fpirit which we Ihall hereafter find fuch ample 
caufe to admire, in ftill more trying fituations. 
During the whole of Conrad's reign, they con- 
tinued under the imperial ban, but the only effeft, 
of this impolitic meafurer, was to occafion a degree 
of irritation in the public mind, which no leni- 
tives, however prudently applied, could ever en- 
tirely cahn. Indeed, it was not without the 
greateft difficulty that they were perfuaded to fur- 
niih their contingent to the emperor Frederic the 
firft, for the Italian wars, though this prudent 
prince had the precaution previoufly to annul 
every obnoxious decree, and to reinftate thenv in 
their former fituation. And from this time, all 
connection with foreign princes became an objed 
of ifo much jealoufy, that upon the death of Ulric, 
count of Lenfberg, their declared patron, they came 
to a refolution of abolifliing every veftige of de- 
pendance, and trufting alone to their internal 
ftrength for fupport. 

Otho the fourth, who confidered this open de* 
daration of independance as an infringement of 

M 2 his 
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his royal prerogative, publifced his intention of re- 
ducing them by force of arms, and nominated 
Rodolphus of Hapfburg, an anceftor of the em- 
peror, to the office of governor; invefting him 
with unlimited powers. While at the fame time, 
he laid the moft pofitive injun(^ions upon the 
neighboring ftates, to affift him in the recovery of 
his authority. Yet Ad no beneficial confequences 
enfue. Unawed by thcfe pompous preparations, 
the honeft mountaineers remsdned inflexiMe : . 
while the count was obBged folemnly to promife 
that he would govern according fy the ancient lawsj 
and ufages of the country^ before he could prevail 
upon them to acknowledge his authority. And 
even then, he found fo Httle reafbn to be pleafed 
with his fituation, that he was eager to embrace 
the firft plaufible opportunity of refigning it. 

Henceforward no occafion was omitted by the 
foreft cantons to eftaUifli their independance upon 
a folid bafis. During the reign of Frederic the 
fecond, they took advantage of the convulfed ftate 
of the empire, to demand, from his eldeft fbn 
Henry, a pofitive declaration, exempting them in 

future from the qbnoxious jurifdiftion of 
1 23 1, an imperial governor^ The requeft was 

granted in the moft ample and fatisfaftory 
manner, by a letter under this prince's own hand ; 
in which he acknowledges thiera to be a free and 

independant 
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Jufidependant people, cohncfted with the Germanic 
body by a voluntary afibciationy of which. they 
formed a part. The only thing that appeared now 
to be wanting, was a confirmation on the part of 
the emperor, and this too^ wa$ obtained a few 
years aften 1240* 

Nothing jlhort of this unremitting vigilancq 
could have fecured the liberties of a jJeople, whofe 
love of ind^endsmce had rendered them an objed: 
of jealoufy to moft of the neighboring, princes* 
Feeling that their own authority was built.;Upon 
the precarious balls of terror, they tr^mbl^.left 
the example fhould becoine contsigious* . The no- 
bility too were equally interefted in fu^re^ng 2^ 
fpirit which threatened the f^bverficnt of all feudal 
rights. But as their only hope of- fycccfe muft 
arife from the unapjmity of their meafures,^ a co?i^ 
lition was formed^i r ,Tfeie whole tribe of patty ty- 
rants, with which GkiTimany has |it. ,^ times 
abounded.beyond the reftof Europe^ fl^jVj^o arms. 
The cantons of Uri, and Schweitz, which h^ fup^ 
ported theififelves with difficulty againft their fpi- 
ritual enemies, and the illJiumour of th(5 ^iiperor, 
began to tremble at a confederacy, wh^ch was big 
with ai^roaching ruin. » I'he ftpi^piwas gathering 
feft round the fummitsoif the encircling moun^ 
tains, and threatened every jnoitteitt to oyerwh^hn 
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their peaceful manfions with it's 'refiftle& 
1 25 1 . ; • fury. Zuric, as we have akeady obferved, 

was at this time the moft powerful of the 
Helvetic cities^ and feeftied alone capable of afford- 
ing any material fuccor# Reciprocity of intcrefls 
diftated an alliance. A league was in confequence 
formed. But as the forces, they were able to 
bring into the field, appeared unequal to the ar- 
duous conteft, iprudence fuggefted'the iteceiEty of 
lobkirtg round for a more powerful ally. Ro- 
dolphus of Hap{burg, in confideration of a pro- 
portionate fiibfidy, undertook to ddfenid >them. 
Seturc'in the proteftion of fo important a coad- 
jutor, theyrefolved upon flriking a decifive blow, 
and to deliver themfelves at once from aH thofe 
•Whom they hid any reafon to miflruft, by banifli- 
ing the whole order of nobles, with very few ex- 
ceptions, from their territory. In this unhappy 
flate of exile they continued, till the elevation of 
Rodolphus to the imperial throne, when by his 
powerful mediation they wete again pdrttritted to 
return. 

In reading the hiflory of Switzerland, we are 
ftruck with the peculiar good fortune of the na- 
tives, which at a period when moft of the other 
European ftates were groveling in the moft abjeft 
flavery', enabled them to fliake off the yoke of 
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defpotifm, and to feftablifh a conftitiitioni as free 
and happy as any the world ever beheldw ' Yet if 
we attentivdy.exijnme the fitnation of Helvetia; 
at the clofe of the thirteenth century, the -profpedE 
was at beft precarious. Indeed, it was a mattec 
of ferious apprehenfion to every refleftingniiaad| 
whether the confufion and fern^nt, which fo uni* 
verfally prevailed, would terminikte in a ftate of 
hopelefs tyranny, or whether the ptopfevwouid 
iiltimately triumph, an4 the fall of ferfdal arifto- 
cracy lead to a naore pi^rmanent order of, things, 
and to the eftabliflin^ient of civil liberty upon a 
fure, a^d Iblid foundatipA* :' ' 

Meanwhile every {artifice> that .violence d^uld 
en^loy, or cunning fuggefi,.wa&/made .nferirf by 
the jealous nobles ,to check the^ rapid, firogrefe,* 
which nxankincj wei*e daily making in the arts of 
civilii^tlon and coirtfQrt. Separately, the towns 
w^re, too vi5^ak to; refift j wd the difficulty of ^m- 
mu^gicatiqn reridef^d an effeftive union ahrioffi im- 
pof&ble. The public, roads were infeflted by ban- 
ditti. The traveller Wjis expofed to danger at 
every ft^p ; while the robbers found a fecure afy- 
lum in the impenetrable forefts, or in the caftles 
of the great, who were not only the protectors, 
but frequently the partners of their guilt. 
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Under £idi drcmnfbuices, the Swiis hsd muck 
to encounter ; and great as their perfeverance-was, 
they might have ultimately £uled in the attempt, 
had they not fitequentiy derived an unfiifpeded 
fitpport from the errors, and divilion^ c^ their op^ 
ponents* For their freedom was by no means the 
refult of one bold enterprise, or of fucce(s in a 
fin^. battle; but ar<^ from a feries of events, 
prcrijprrous beyixid any thing which human pru- 
dence could anticipate, or the mc^ (anguine cha- 
rader look forward to with rational hope. 

Hitherto we have travelled through a dreary 
and defolate wafte. Our profpeft be^s now to 
brighten. It is no longer a difgufting catalogue 
of crimes, and weakn^e$ which we fliafl pr^nt 
to the reader's eye, or the nielancholy pi<^re of 
the follies, and vices of his &lIow creatures. It 
remains for us to record a variety df aftkms wUch 
do honor to human nature ; and to i^cidat^'the 
myfterious ways of Providence, in rendering their 
excefs of miiery a fource of happine& and prof^ 
perity to a virtuous and dderving peo|>l€. 
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CHAPTER ,y.. 

Rodolphus of Hapjburg — Albert — his unpopular Go- 
; vernment — D'lfcontents in . Switzerland -^Ge/sler 
and Landenberg— William Tell-^nim (f the Foreji 
Cantom^Xbe Aujtrian Government qvertumed. 

THE ancient fyftem of warfere was peculiarly 
. fi^vorable to the difplay of perfpnal courage. 
Nothing was more common than For men, who 
would be confounded .amidft th^ promifcuous 
mafs of a modern army, to dr^iw upon themfelves 
the attention of Europe, and to become the^fup- 
pbrt of their own, the terror of furrou«ding na- 
tiojas. .Such was Rodolphus ofHaplburg^whp by 
his prowefs and generofity„rQfe from thf ifank of 
a fimple count, not only to be ^ head of the Ger-. 
manic body, but to be the founder of a. family^ 
which in the.fpace of thi;ee cqit^uxies, .l^id fair ta 
realize, the mioit chimerical' pl^iH( of univeiri^ nao* 
narchy* • ^ -:.; r : . :: ; 

A fpurit. of infubt)rdinatiou'J|^ {gx.ip^ time 
placed the. great vaflWs of the. empire in .a ftate.qf 
sdmoiL abfolute indepeodanice upqn thei^. chi^f* 
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which combining with the faftious principles of a 
turbiilent and ambitious clergy, had rendered the 
imperial crown to objeft rather of apprehenfiori 
than of defire. In thefe circumftances, a diet was 
held at Francfort for the deftion of a fucceffor to 
the vacant throne. 

The dilaftrous fituation of public affairs called 
imperioufly for all the aftive virtues, of an accom- 
pliihed prince. The daring projefts of indivi- 
duals rendered them cautious in the objeft of their 
choice. In this dilemma, the general wiflies of the 

/ affembly pointed to Rodolphus of Hapf- 
t!273. burg. Endowed \^ath qualities which 
could refleft luftre upon the higheft fta- 
tion, he had not as yet attained a fufEcient degree 
of pcii^er, to be regarded with an eye of jealoufy 
by themfdves. The prudence which he had ma- 
mf dktdm all the various changes of a military life, 
itifpiredthe moft flattering promife of his future 
rdgil, and induced a well-founded hope that all 
the energy of his mind would be exerted in the 
ife-eftablifhtnent of focial order. Nor were his fa-^ 
Otlties To' limited; but that he nright be able to re- 
ftrain the leffer vaffals within the bounds of duty. 

'■'TkeriMtM Rtwiblphus is fo juftly cekbrafted 
iif'moderTi'ftory, as the moft diftinguifUed peHbh- 
ageitf aft-a^e, when mankind began to throw off 
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the ihackles of barbarifm, and to feel themifelves 
capable of more elevated attainments than fcho- 
laftic pedantry, or ferocious war, tl^at we dweB 
with peculiar pleafure upon his reign. Rodolphus 
was in ftature confiderably abovfe the common - 
ftandard, though by no meahs of an athletic form. 
His features were ftrong and mafculitid; aiid gave* 
an air of fternnefs to his countenance, which feemed 
to indicate a feverity of temper very diflferentfrom' 
his own. Biit ne fooiier did he ejile^ watinly upon 
any fubjed, than they gradually foftefted, and 
affumedan animated dharader of afikbiiityi which 
did away every unfavorable impreffion, and- 
fpoke diredly to the heart. Cheerful ■ by nature/ 
he could converfe with gaiety and femilbrity 2^mid 
the moft important occupations. Plaiil and .una£> 
fuming in his manners, he was a declared enemy 
to eveuy kind of luxury, and endeavored by liis 
own example to check the oflentation and expence, 
which already began to find their way into the- 
dwellings of the great* When, in the field, his 
way of life differed but^ little from thatt of the 
meaneft-^foldier. ' He ate of the fame homely 
viands J he Kpo&d upon the fame bed, of firaw. 
Nay, fo far did he carry this love of fimpjicity, 
that he has been feen fitting before his tent, and' 
patching his tattered doublet, while be Mued or- 
ders to furroundin^ goaerals, and anticipated.vic- 
tory by a well-plannai attack. The early part of 

his 
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hb life htd been Ipcnt in camps. We haVfe al* 
ready had occaAon to admire him as the champion ' 
ci civil Hberty againft the outrages and oppreffion 
of the greit. , In this reipecl, indeed^ his coif duft 
has ^:^po(ed him to the imputation of impolicy, 
for having contributed to the elevation of a fabric, 
which in the fequel rofe to fo enormous a height. 
But if Vit could entirely diveftourfelves of allhiC- 
torical;infortnatk)jp, and forgetting the eventful 
change^; which a period of above five centuries 
ha^ wrought in :the affairs oif iRert, could adopt 
thofe views, which experience and reflection, the 
flireft guides of human conduft, appear tp have 
foggcfted to the count of Hapfburg^ we Ihall, per- 
haps,, find reaibn to confider his aftions in a dif- 
ferent light, . 

: Rodolphus was born with a boundkls ambition. 
He was cotnlbious of the fuperiority of his own 
gehius,ahd looked rofuiui him for the means wjbich 
fortune had denied. His herefiitary domains wcre» 
inadecjuate to the extent of his views. He wanted 
both, ibldiers, and money to pay. them.— ?rBy ad- 
hering implicitly t6 the example of his contcmpo-* 
raries, he could have entertained but little hope: of 
ever emetg«%£rom that comparative ftate of me- 
diocrity^ where nature placed him. Bu£ in fiding 
with the jtowns againft the great nobility, he at 
6noe became mafter of ample refources, wljile the 

• popularity 
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popularity of the caufe in which he was engaged^ 
mkdc crowds flock daily to his fiandard. 

Such was the man, whom the unanimous voice 
of Germany invited to the imperial throne, at a 
moment of unparalleled anarchy, and who was in- 
debted for his elevation neither to the fpfcndor of 
his birth, nor the extent of his alliances, but (to 
ufc the exaft words of the eleftor of Cologne) 
*' to his being a man^ beloi>€d both by God^ and hhfeU 
^^ felkw creatures^ on account of his ivifdom and equity ^^ 
The event of the eledicm was to none more aftonilh. ' 
ing than to Rodolphus himfelf, for it does not ap- 
pear that he had the fmaHeft expeftation of it» 
The pleafing intelligence was communicated to 
him, in his camp before Bale, by the count of 
Pappenheim, in terms the moft flattering to his 
vanity. He received it with modefty, but witk 
furprize, and certainly with lefs apparent fatis- 
iadion, than was manifeftcd in every town in 
Switzerland, all of which fent deputies to con- 
gratulate him upon his. acceffion. The bifliop 
of Bale was no foon<er made acquainted with the 
event, than he ordered the gates to be opened, im- 
ploring pardon. But revenge was a paffion to 
which the generous breaft of his adverfary was a 
perfect ftranger. He entered the fortrefs amid 
the acclamations of multitudes, not with the fe- 
. . verity 
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verity of a conqueror , but with the cordiaKty of 
a friend ; and having fet all his prifoners at li* 
berty, and granted an aft of oblivion for what 
waspaft, he haftened, with a numerous- retinue, 
to receive the imperial crown at Aix-la^Chapelle. 

Tlie conduft of the new emperor was fuch as 
fully to fatisfy the expeftations of his countrymen. 
Seated upon a throne^ which conferred little more 
than a vain title of pre-eminence— K:ircumfcribed 
in every projeft by the jealoufy of vaffals, many of 
whom were more powerful thari himfelf — ^ailailed 
too by the importunities of the clergy, whofe peti- 
tions were ufually delivered in the authoritative tone 
of command, and .by no means fecure of the loyalty 
of a people, whom fanaticifm had long rendered the 
eafy tools of fedition, when concealed ubder the 
impofing garb of hypocrify — ^without forces, or 
the means to raife them — Rodolphus had the good 
fenfe to difcover, that by openly oppoiing thepre-- 
vailing current he might draw down deftruftion 
on himfelf, without any material benefit to his 
country. He in confequence refolved to tempo- 
rize, and to wait with patience for fome of thofe 
fortunate chances which are continually occurring 
in the revolution of human affairs, and which it is 
the diftindive charafter of wifdom to feize, while 
they pafs unnoticed by common minds* 

Profiting 
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Profiting by the errors of his predeceffors^ it 
was the firft objeft of his adminiftration to cond- 
liate the court of Rome, which proved no difficult 
talk ; for as pride was the leading pailion in that 
corrupt body, i^ was ealily gratified by a fiudied 
difplay of refped* But he had, at the fame time, 
the good fenfe to refift all the importunities of the 
pope, to receive, from his hands, the crown of the 
Cadars, in the capital of the Chriftian world ; well 
aware of the price which the fucceflbis of St, Peter 
were wont to attach to that fplendid gift. 

Finding himfelf too weak to reftrain the licen- 
tious fpirit of the great by open force, he refolved^ 
by the prudence of his government, to enfurc the 
co-operation pf all who were friends to fodal order, 
and who could appreciate the wifdom of his atlionsu 

But his policy was particularly direfted to the 
aggrandifement of his own family, which he omit- 
ted no opportunity of exalting. His daughters 
were married to the mofl: powerful of the German 
princes. Several of the imperial fiefs were Hke- 
wife rendered hereditary, and conferred upon his 
Ions, on whom he alfo beftowed, whatever he 
could acquire either by negociation or the fword. 

This alienation of fiefs, was one of the moft cry- 
ing abufes of the imperial authority. But it is a 
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ddEeft inberent in eveiy elective monarchy ; asno« 
thing can be more natural than for the reigning 
prince to faqrifice the interefts o( pofterity to the 
devation of his own funily. The emperor's con- 
duft in diis re^iecl is open to ccnfure. It was an 
infringement of the original compad which unites 
mankind in a fiate of fodety. For fuch were the 
In^ ideas entertained of the privileges of a mem- 
ber of the Germanic body, that a daufe was always 
inferted in every public charter, that the people, 
to whom it was granted, ihould never be feparatcd 
from the empire, except by their exprefs confent. No- 
thing, therefore, could be more unpopular than 
thefe abufive grants ; yet fuch was the high efti- 
mation in which Rodolphus was held, that he was 
iix&red to proceed without any manifeft fymp- 
toms of diicontent. Even the vigilance of the 
Swifs was lulled. For the chains he impofed, 
were accompanied with fuch blandiihments and 
careflfes, that jealoufy itfelf fcarce dared to mur- 
mur, and fufpicion ilept on the brink of ruin. 

Fatal indeed might this fupinenefs have proved, 
had the temper of Albert allowed him to purfuc 
the fame artful plan. But his pride difdaincd the 
mafk of prudence, which he confidered as below 
the dignity of a fovereign. Befides he had a more 
numerous family to provide for at the expence of 
his neighbors. Indeed if we confider the haughti- 
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ne& of his charsider, and the fubfequent boldnefs 
of his meafures, we can hardly entertain a doubt 
that he had in reality formed a defign of erefting 
Switzerland into an independant dutchy, to be 
conferred, by way of appanage^ upon a younger 
branch of the Auftrian family. The preteniions 
of the emperor upon the Italian fiates afforded 
another branch of profitable traffic. Rodolphus 
had too much £igacity to embrpil himfelf in the 
crooked politics of that per^dious people ; but he 
was at the fame time too prudent not to take every 
poffible advantage of thdr continual daffentions^ 
With this view, he ibid the in^rial claims to the 
inhabitants of the different fiates where they ky. 

Lucca, Florence, Bobgna, and Genoa paid 
1279^ sibundantly for the municipal privilegei 

vfhxch they obtained, but defired ftill to 
continue under the protedion of the imperial 
crown. The favor was readily granted, but the 
advantages it conveyed were rather apparent, than 
real ; though it was fometimes made ufe of as a 
barrier againil papal ufurpations. 

After his acceflion to the imperial throne, Ro- 
dolphus paid frequent vifits to Switzerland, a^ 
country he feems to have cheriflied with peculiar 
care. During one of thefe journeys, he had an in- 

* Barre. 
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tervid w with the pope at Laufanne. But he" never 
loft fight of his favorite projeft, and feldom re* 
turned without fome frefli acquifition of territory. 
At one time, the Abbey of St. Gall was curtailed 
in it's pofieffions ; at another, the town of Zofin- 

gen was given up as an indemnity for other 
1281- cLumSi Fribourg was purchafed fi;om 

the ho:ufe of Kyburg* Colmar and Hague- 
nau were terrified by threats into a furrender of 
their liberties. While Morat and Payerne were 
conquered from the houfe of Savoy. Lucerne, 
Baden^ and Lenzberg were likewife occupied upon 
different pretences. But the defeat of Ottocar^ 
king of Bohemia, was the proudeft triumph of this 
illuftrious reign ; and in it's confequences the 
moft important. Auftria, Carinthia, Stiria, and 
Carniola became the prey of the viftor, and were 
conferred by Rodolphus upon his eldeft fon Al- 
beit, together with the title of Arch-duke of Auf- 
tria. By this momentous acquifition he laid the 
foundation of Auftrian greatnefs upon fo folid a 
bafis, that it henceforth defied the ftorms of for»- 
tune, and rofe by progreflive fteps to that alarm- 
ing height, that Europe trembled for her liberties. 

• The abbey of St. Gall had been long a fource 
of contention to the neighboring princes, who 
were defirous of appropriating fo alluring a prize. 
Prequent attempts were made by night to furprize 

the 
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the abbot, and his holy brotherhood ; who were 
ofteiitiities roufed from their peaceful flumbers by 
the din of arms, and obliged to feek for fecurity 
in immediate flight. All religious duties were fuf- 
pended. All plans of economy forgotten. The 
fituation of the fociety was every way embarrafled. 
Their revenues were ruined by mifinanagemcnt, 
or wafted in ufdefs parade. • 

Rodolphus, whofe comprehenfive mind em* 
braced the minuteft objects, and who was never 
inattentive to the intercfts of his family, thought 
he might now interfere with fome appearance of 
propriety. An inquiry was iftftituted. Dilapi-- 
dators were puniflied. Subordination was eftab- 
lilhed : and the friars once more returned to the 
dull tranquillity of a monaftic life, while the em- 
peror very amply rewarded himfelf, for the trouble 
he had taken, at their expence. . 

. The rifing power of Berne had long been an ob- 
jeft of jealoufy tq Rodolphus ; which the indif- 
creet partiality of that ftate for the houfe of Savoy 
had ferved only to augment. Alarmed at the near 
approach of fo formidable a neighbor, the Berners 
had oppofed the acquifition which he lately made 
of the town of Fribourg, with a degree of 
warmth, which is always impolitic when unfup- 
ported by an adequate force. The emperor was 
. N a - anxious 
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anxious for an opportunity to revenge tie affront, 
and the imprudence of the Berners foon afforded ai 
plaufible one. Upon an unfounded accufation. 
of murder againft fome of that perfuafion, and 
^ving way to the prejudices of the age, they 
had taken occalion ^to banifli all the Jews, who 
were fettled in their territory, in confiderable 
numbers. Rodolphus oppofed the execution of 
the decree, alledging the incompetency of all fu- 
bordinate tribunals to decide upon affairs of fuch 
magnitude, the cognifance of which belonged en- 
tirely to him by the feudal conftitution. He in 
eonfequence ordered all further proceedings to be 
fofpended, till the affair had been more fully in- 
veftigated, and having examined into it with ap* 
parent attention, annulled the former fentence, de^ 
daring that the accufed were innocent, and had 
been unjuftly perf^cuted on account of their re-^ 
ligious principles. He at the fame time com- 
manded that the Jews fhould be reinftated in their 
former fituation, and in cafe of contumacy, co«^ 
demned the city to a heavy fine. The condud: of 
the Berners, upon this occafion, was fuch as the 
emperor expefted. He neither looked for, nor 
defired their compliance. An excufe for attack- 
ing them was the only thing he fought after ; an4 
he quickly perceived that there was no way of en- 
forcing his authority except by the fword. Put- 
ting himfelf, therefore, at the head of a numeroui 

arnay. 
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army, he appeared before the walls of Berne, and 
fummoned it to furrender, announcing his deter- 
mination of giving up the town to pillage, in cafe 
of a refufal. The menace was vain. Rodolphus 
was was incenfed at the refiftance,* and made two 
fruitlefs efforts to take it by ftorm. But the per- 
severing courage of the garrifon fruftrated all his 
plans, and the fummer being wafted without any 
material advantage, the feverity of the winter 
obliged him to raife the fiege. The epfuing year, 
an army, under the comtnand of arch-duke Albert, 
renewed the war. The campaign was opened by 
a bold attempt on the part of the Auftrians, Albert 
placed fome of his beft troops in ambufcade, at 2^ 
point where he expected to be attacked by the be- . 
figged. The ftratagem. fucceeded. The garrifon 
iallied out, were taken unawares in flank, their re- 
treat was cut off, and the wh<de party either killed, 
or made prifohers. The confufion was general. 
The Auftrians were upon the very point of enter- 
ing the town, when Walo de Griers^ a valiant 
knight, animating his fellow citizens both by his 
exhortations^ and example, rulhed into the thickeft 
of the enemy, recovered the ftandard which had 
been loft, and finally repulfed them from the walls, 
Walo was received by his countrymen with every 
demonftratio^j of gi-atitude which his heroic valor 

' ' ♦ Tfchucji.' 

N 3 m^rited^ 
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merited ; who as the reward of this fignal fervicc 
conferred upon him the furname of Biderboy which 
in the corrupt German of that age, fignifics va^ 
liant ; an appellation his pofterity have ever fince 
retained. 

Albert in vain attempted to prevail upon his 
troops to renew the affault. The lofs they had 
fuftained was fevere, and had left fo deep an im- 
preffion of the enemy's prowefs, that all his per- 
fuafions were inefFeftual. Finding therefore that 
nothing was to be done, he retired in defpair, 
leaving the Bcrners to enjoy their triumph, and 
to revenge themk^lv^es upon thofc nobles, who 
were fufpefted of a predikclion for the Auftrian 
intereft. The difpute was foon after terminated 
by a treaty, figned at Baden, in which the only 
conccffion on the part of the Berners, was the in- 
ftitution of a perpetual mafs, in honor of thofe 
who had fallen during the conteft. 

Biit the bbjeft which was neareft to the em- 
peror's heart, and for the attainment pf which he 
left no expedient unattempted, was to perpetuate 
the imperial crown in his own family. With this 
intent, he exerted all his influence to engage the 
princes of the empire to declare ^Ihert his fuc- 
ceffor. But the houfe of Hapjburg^ (ox as we 
mvft henceforth call it, of Aujiria) was become fo 

, formidable^ 
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formidable, that the fame caufes which had for- 
merly contributed to his own elevation, now ope*- 
rated, with equal fgrce, for the esolufion of his 
fon. 

Fruftrated in this important point, Rodolphus 
appears in the autumn of life, to have grown lefs 
circumfpecl in his conduft, than he had hitherto 
ihewn himfelf ; and even to have facrificed ap- 
pearances to ambition. In Switzerland, he was 
continually extending his voracious grafp ; fome- 
times laying his hands upon the ecclefialtical do- 
mains J at others, encroaching upon the rights of 
the chartered towns, Now proceeding by negp- 
ciation, now by force, till his popularity began 
rapidly to decline. Indeed the fubfidies, which 
Jie was continually demanding could hardly fail to 
alienate the afFeftions of a people, whofe love Qf 
money has lince become proverbial. Even the 
foreft cantons, whofe attachment had been emi- 
nently difplayed during the Hungarian and Bo- 
hemian wars, and who had contributed effentially * 
to the fuccefs of thofe brilliant expeditions, began 
openly to manifeft their difcontent ; nor could th^ 
repeated affurances, which were given them, that 
they had nothing perfonal to apprehend, allay 
the general ferment. To fuch a degree too had 
this fpirit of difafFedion fpread, that it is hardly 
- poffible they fliould have confined themfelves to 

N 4 fimple 
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fimple remonftrances, htd not the deajth of 
1291. Rodolphus delivered them from all imme- 
diate caufe of alarm^ and induced them to 
wait with patience to fee what line of conduft his 
fucceflbr would purfue. For though the general 
tenor of Albert's character was by no means cal- 
culated to infpire the flattering promife of a more 
equitable government, yet it was confiftent Svith 
their principles to expeft the event, and not to 
merit feverity by premature refifiance. 

We ^ have already judged Rodolphus from his 
aftions. Little remains to be added. Few princes 
. have left a greater reputation behind them— -fcarce 
any has deferved it more. Indeed, the only impu- 
tation, which can be cajft upon his memory with 
any color of juftice, arifes from an amiable weak- 
nefe— parental aflFedion. In his anxious, and cer- 
tainly too great, folicitude for the aggrandifement 
of his family , he was perhaps fometimes led to over- 
ftep the rigid line of juftice, but even then his ac- 
tions, as a politician, command our admiration ; 
while we condemn the principle^ we applaud the 
pieans. We are ftruck with the prudence of his 
meafures, we are aftonifhed at the depth of his 
views. The re-eftablifhment of tranquillity 
throughout the German empire was entirely due 
to the wifdom of his government, and confers 
more lafting honor upon his name, than vidlory 

can 
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can brflow on her moft favored votary. But it is 
in the details of domefiic life, where the benevo- 
lence of the heart is moft conipicuoust Unfettered 
by the chilling forms of greatneis, the real charac- 
ter difplays itfelf there. It is there, that the hero 
unbuckles his armor^ and becomes a man ; and 
it is in fcenes like theie that Rodolphus appears in 
the moft amiable light. He would vifit the meaneft 
mechanic in his humble cottage, partake with 
cheerfulne& of the coarfeft fare^ inform himlelf of 
the ftate of his contraded finances, and enter into 
the minuteft inquiries about his trade, while b|r 
the unafluming humility of his behavior, he put 
ithe poor fellow perfedly at his eafe« 

To one of his guards, who endeavored in hn 
hearing to prevent a peaiant from having accefi to 
his peribn, he (aid, with an indignant frown, 
** Thinkeji thou then that I am a kin^ only to render 
*^ my/elf iwvifiUe A*' Upon another occafion, having 
been infiormed that the coUeftors of the public re- 
venues were too fevere in the execution of thdr 
office, he wrote the following letter with his own 
lymd : " The cry of poverty has reached mine ear, 
** You futjeft the merchant to impofitions, which 
" he is compdled by no exifiing law to pay. The 
^ burdens you impofe are intolerable. As you 
** vahie my favor, learn henceforth to refrain from . 
^ that which belongs not to you j and content 

^* yourfelves 
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^^ ^ourfelves with what is legally your due. For 
♦* know that I efteem the power of difpenfing juf- 
'*^ ticc, and protefting the oppreffed, as the moft 
*^ precious gift of heaven." 

No fponer was the emperor's death made public,^ 
than the principal inhabitants of Uri, Schweitz, 
and Untcrwalden afTembled, to renew their an- 
cient bond by an oath, which was conceived nearly 
in the following terms. " Be it known to all the 
*' world, that w;e, the inhabitants' of the values df 
•^ Uri, znd of the mountains of Unterwalden, to- 
** gcther with the men of Schweitz, in confidcra- 
^*- tion of the alarming profpeSl af affairs ^ hav« united 
^ cur/elves by the clofeji ties j and do folemnly y^^jr 
^ to ajfiji each other ^ both with o\ix fortunes and oyxx 
^ lives y againji every aggreffi^r whatever. Such is 
^ the fpirit of our league, and it is imprinted oh 
** our hearts. It was formerly the privilege of 
^ this country to be fubjeft to the jurifdiftion of 
•^ no magiftrate, who was not a native of it : nor 
*^ to any one who had purchafedhis employment. 
** Among us, the decifion of every difpute fliould 
*' be referred to the mpft prudent, nor is any one 
*' at liberty to refufe the office. Our laws are 
*' fimple. Whoever intentionally kills a fellow crea- 
*^ ture fliall be puniflied with death ; and whoever 
" attempts to fcreen the murderer from the hands 
*^ of juftice, fliall be banifhed. If any pne fets^ lire 
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*^ to a houfe, he fliall forfeit his right of dttzcEk 
** fliip, and the perfon who prctefts hiiri fliall make 
*' good the lofs. The man who injures, or robs 
*' another, ihall make ample compenfation, as 6r 
** as his ability extends. Kor Ihall any one leia^ 
■*' the property of another without the permifli<»i 
*^ of a judge ; nor even then, except he is his 
^* debtor, or has been fecurity for a debt. Every 
•^' member of fociety is equally bound to obey the magi- 
^^Jlrates ; and in cafes of refiftance, all men arc 
-** obliged to lend their aid to the civil power. If 
** in a private quarrel, one party fliall refufe to ac- 
^* cept of an adequate fatisfaftion, all the neigh- 
^* bors fliall fide with his adverfary. Thefe laws ate 
** ^ftabliflied for the common benefit of us ail, and 
f^ with the mercy of God, fliall continue in force 
^* for ever/'* 

From what has been already laid, it is cafy to 
infer that the fityation of Switzerland had im- 
proved but little, during the reign of Rodolphus. 
The ambitious projects of his fon had roufed a 

* This declaration, bearing date in the month ©f Auguil* 
129U laid buried among the public archives^ till the year I76O9 
when it was dlfcovered by the diligent Tfchudi, and has fincc 
been publiflied by Glefcr, in his Helvet'urum Fadera. , 

We have preferred preferving the rude and fimple ftyle of the 
original to the reifinements of modern language, as more imprcf- 
five and appropriate. 

fjpirit 
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^rit of jcaloufy, the confequences of which it was 
not cafy to forefee. Moderation and prudence 
^ might poffibly have ftUl ferved to tranquillize the 
public mind^and to harmonisse it's difcordant tones. 
But Albert was averfe by nature to lenient mea- 
fores ; and force was the only inftrument whieh 
he knew how to employ^ Yet fuch was the in- 
fluence of the houfe of Auftria, that, though his 
views were no longer doubtful, his parti&ns were 
daily increafing. The whole of Switzerland was 
divided into two factions— one of which was com- 
pofed of the friends of freedom-r-the other was 
blindly devoted to the archduke. To the former, 
the elevation of Adolphus of Naffau to the imperial 
throne was a fubjecl of no inconfiderable triumph. 
For notwithftanding the repulfe he had already 
met with, Albert renewed his intrigues upon hk 
father's death. But though he exerted every "^ 
. ncrlre in thfe Cdntcft, he had the riiortification to 
fee the golden prize borne away by a more fortUf 
nat* rival. 

The haughty foul of Albert was forced to fub- 
jnit, though he treafured up a ftore of rancor in 
. his breaft, which we Ihall hereafter fee burft forth 
with all the violence of offended pride. For the 
prefent he contented himfelf with obtaining a ra» 
tification of all his former grants, as the price of 
his allegiance } which was given upon the exprefe 
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condition of his afftjiing the emperor agalnji all bis 
enemies. 

Rodolphus, at the time of his death, was en- 
gaged in hoftilities with the abbot of St. Gall. Al- 
bert, who adhered implicitly to the plan of ag* 
grandifement which his father had traced, deter- 
mined iipon carrying on the war with vigor ; as 
he forefaw that it muft ultimately terminate to his 
own advantage. 

The citizens of Zuric had taken part with the 
abbot, and burnt for an opportunity of fignalizing 
themfelves by fome decifive blow. With this view, 
the count of Toggenbui^, laid liege to Winter- 
thur, a town belonging to the houfe of Auftrioy 
after having defeated a confiderable detachment of 
Auftrians, who attempted to impede his march. 
The fucceis, however, was rather brilliant than 
ibiid ) as the count found himfelf too weak to 
carry on the fiege, before the arrival of a confider- 
able reinforcement, which he expefted from Con- 
ibmce, but which, unknown to him, was retarded 
by the fudden rife of a mountain torrent, that in- 
terrupted their further progrefs. Werdenberg, 
who was advancing to the relief of the town with 
a large body of Auftrians, having intercepted a 
courier, gained intelligence of their fituation, and 
being an experienced officer, refolved to turn it to 

ids 
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ids owii advantage. A fokiier, in difguife, fount! 
lii&way into Winterthur, and communicated the 
plan to the governor, who prepared to fecond it 
to the beft of his ability. Every thing being fettled 
between them, and ftandards prepared fimihr to 
thofe which' belonged to the bifliop of Conftance, 
Werdenberg advanced without oppofition, as the' 
befiegers miftook his forces for thofe of their 
dlies ; nor did they difcover their error, till it 
was no longer in their power to retrieve it. At- 
tacked in front by the garrifon, while the Auf- 
tmns fell upon their rear, they fcarce made any 
refiftance^ A dreadful carnage enfued. Indeed fo 
great was the lofs, that nothing was left for the 
Zurickers, but patiently to fubmit jto whatever 
terms the vidor thought proper to impofe. 

. While Zuric was thus ftruggling unfuccefsfully 
againft the power of Auftria, Berne was engaged 
in continual hoftilities with the neighboring ftates. 
With fome fhe contended in defence of her own 
independance. She fought with others to punifh 
them for their fliameful apoftacy from the caufe of 
Kberty. Fribourg, for the latter reafon, was be- 
come the principal objeft of her refentment ; fince 
the citizens had made a Voluntary furrender of 
their chartered rights into the rapacious hands of 
Auftria. The charader of Albert, was too well 
known, for the Berners to fuppofe, that this open 

avowal 
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ivowal of republican principles would pafe un- 
noticed ; and they wef e too well acquainted with 
his refources not to feel the inequality of the con- 
tclL The duke of Savoy appeared to be the only 
prince, who was in a fituation to afford them any 
eflfedhial fupport* With him therefore they en- 
deavored to conneft theinfelves by every polfible 
tie. And confcious that vanity and intereft are 
the leading paflions of the human mind, againft 
thcfe were their batteries direfted. Having put 
themfelves under his immediate protection, and 
appointed a valiant knight, of the Erlach £miily« 
to the chief command, they marched againfl: the 
Fribourgers, who were advancing, with a for- 
midable body, to give them battle. But fuperi- 
ority of numbers were never regarded by the 
Berners. During the whole of their memorable 
ftruggle one maxim alone feems to have dirked 
their actions ; they felt, that the liberties of a people 
are utterly annihilated from tbe very moment theyfub'^ 
nut to tbe mojl trifling ad of opprejfion. The armies, 
met upon the fummit of the Donner-bu^heL Con- 
fident in the recolleftion of their late viftory, the 
Berners attacked with an impetuofity which no- 
thing could j?yithftand. At the firft onfet, the 
enemy's Urawas broken. They fled in diforder, 
leaving their opponents in pofTeflion of the field of 
battle } and often banners, which were fufpended 
in the cathedral of Berne, with all the animating. 

accompaniment? 
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accmiUBJnniirats of miEtary ovaticm, as ctcraal 
moiiiiiDeiits of tbdr prowds» 

Wliik tbe free bom fbiis of Berne were thus 
lircpaiiBg tbcmfi^ves, in the iUiool of war, for {till 
iererer conffids, Ado^hiis, by the venality of his 
l^emment^ was rendering himfidf defpcable in 
the eyes of Europe, and thus paving the way for 
his hH — for from contempt to ruin the paffiige is 
rapid beyond belief. Various accuiations of un« 
bounded profligaqr were laid to his charge by the 
partifans of Albert, many of which had probably 
no foundation but in the violence of fidion. For 
his condud towards the Swils, during a fhort and 
turbulent reign,. was very far from indicating that 
cxcefs of mental depravity, with which his me^ 
mory was branded by the adherents of theadverfe 
party. But whether true, or falfc, they at all 
events ferved the purpofe for which they were in- 
tended. The current ofpopular opinion was turned. 
in £aivor of Albert. Adolphus was publicly de- 
pofed, by a majority of the princes, and his rival 
deded in his ftead. The degraded emperor, 
among whofe failings his moil inveterate enemies 
have never dared to place the want of courage, 
and who was flill fupported by a refpeftable party, 
affembled a numerous army, rpfolving never to 
lofe his crown but with his life. The rivals met 
between Spires and Worms, and according to the 
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moft credible authorities, Singled out each other » as 
if mutually defirous of terminating the conteft by 
iingle combat. Fortune declared in favor of the 
Auftrian. Adolphus fell ; leaving his competitor 
in undifputed poffeffion both of the field and em- 
pire. I298* 

No fbpner did Albert find hlmfelf fecurdy featcd 
f)n the imperial throne, than every effi>rt was di- 
*eftedto.jtbo completion of his iavorite fchcme, 
viz. the procuring i^dependant e&tUiihments for 
his three fons,in Swabia, AUace, and Switzerland. 
But the natural impetuofity of his temper would 
not poniut him to proceed with the necei&ry cau« 
tion. He ifas, befides, aiixious to unite the fcatr 
iered domains of the houfe of Hap(burg,.by ppC* 
Ming himldtf'cif the intermediate territory. No- 
thing was left unattempted, that could conduce to 
thefucce&.of Jtias darling projed. To the avari- 
4dua he addred himfetf by the alluring charms of 
iantcreft ; to the timid he japplied in thecommand- 
iftg tone of authority. In the mean time, the im- 
perial fiefs were conferred as appanages upon his 
younger children ;* while the abbots bf Murbach, 
Einfiedlen, Intcrladien, and Diffentis, together 
with the canons, of Lucerne, were induced to re- 
nounce their claims, in thediflferent cantons, in his 
favor. And upon this renunciation was founded 
that Ih^meful abufe of power, which excited the 
. Vol. I. ^ O indignat;ion 
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^ indignation of thofe celebrated worthies, whofe 
glorious ftr4iggle in the caufe of freedom, it is now 
our bufinefs to commemorate. 

The ecclefiaftical reveftues were in like manner 
. bellowed upon different branches of the Auftrian 
family, who enjoyed them under the various titles 
of treafurers^ admini/iratorsj or, adasocutet^ And 
•when fo glaring a. contempt oE common jufHce 
excited any difcontent among the pec^ilfc, their ap- 
prehenfions were foothed by promifes, or their 
murmurs filenced by threats. f . 

'But Zuric, St. Gall^ and the count 6f Hombcrg, 
rejefted thofe degrading overtures with a degree of 
refolutiofi, which precluded every Aope of fuccefsL 
'Albert,:who regarded even the'fll^teftoppofitioil 
to his will' is an unpardonable outrage, refolverfio 
accomplilh by forcej, wliat he^had in Vain attemplad 
by hegociatiok Havingaiffembled an airmyin hafi^ 
he laid fiiege to Zuric jcctkiuding that the lofs,whidi 
that city had fo recently fuftaiiied, touft have tm- 
dered it incapable of a long defence. The iitizens, 
who were equally corifcibus of their own weak- 
nefs, ftill difdained to yield, and as their only re- 
fuge; had recburfe to ftratagem. Having dreft 
their women and- children in complete strmor, and 
drawn them' up upon the waBs in array, tbdy fct 
open the gates, as if to brav^ the enemy to an at 

. fault. 
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fault. So formidable, and unexpeded a difplay 
of military force made Albert patife. He was pre- 
pared for an eafy conqueft, and had not calculated 
upoii fiich refources ! A council of the moft expe- 
rienced officers was accordingly fummoned, who 
agreeing in their opinion that any attempt by ftorm 
would prove fatal, and the army fliewing no incK- 
nation to fubmit to the hardfhips of a regular fiege, 
the emperor thought it prudent to retire, without 
expofipg his Wops to any further trials. 

; Thoug^'fo3ed iA this attempt upon Zuric, the 
-Auftrian pdwdT'WaS' ftifl "fpreading ^ith a degree 
OlP rapidity, ^hich cotddTtot but occafion the moft 
ferious alarni to the neighboring ftates. - The fo- 
rdft cantons, in particular, had caufe to tremble for 
tl^fihteMial^firf^ity* Their apprehenfioils top were 
(till &ut&er iwyeadfed by the arrival of the* counts 
of.03{enftdinv^«d>Lichenbfefg, with ther fdlavmig 
I»ti^fitibtis*^hi the name of Alfeerti: " I'hat, fas 
f^ their own fi»tfri|y, as w^B ais fdr the futu>e?proC 
^* perity 0f flieir country, they fli©uid immediately 
^pmt themfelves under the proteftion of Auftria; 
" w;ho£e • dominion already extended over the 
** greater part of the adjacent country. That the 
" claims of/ Albert were clear,' and undeniable, and 
^* founded upon the ceffion of the monaftic orders^ 
^* and of their other feudal lords. That their in^ 
^* ability to refift fo powerful a prince was notori-^ 
i O 2 ** ous 
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^ ous to all the world ; yet that fuch was the fae« 
^ nevolence of their mafter^s difpofltion» that he 
^ wiihed to look ufion than in the fight of chil- 
" flren, and to derive his authority from their vo- 
*' luntary conient. For that he felt an hereditary 
^^ intereft in their welfare, h<Ah as the descendant of 
" their ancient patron, the count of Lenzbeig, and 
^ as the fon of Roddphus^ their trudl irioid." 
*' They further added, ^* that in €&^g them his 
" protection, it was by no means ^c emperor's 
*' wifli to deprive them of any part of the produce 
^< of their numerous herds,* or feO eictort pwutfiiry 
" fvpplies from the fweat j^ thc^uc tap^owb - i& ad- 
^^ miratioa of their ci^r^ge alon^ remitted hha 
*^ defirous. of the copneAion. He locked upott 
^ thOTi 3S a people woirthy of , being IM to g^ry by 
*« the greateft generals of dig age, a»d ^ iharing^ 
" with his vb9:drious troops in theipodls of the fiib* 
*'jugatedwOrW." Theaddre&(l«Bid»dedbyhin* 
ing at ;t:he pruifeftce of tmc^ndiHowti fiibmtf^on« 
^* For their little territory being'now fuxroundc d, 
" on every fidi,, by the dominions of Albert^ it i^e* 
^^ pended entirely upon his ple»fure to cut tfaem 
^* off from lU intercourfe with t^e re&ot Europe.** 

Albert had,perfuaded himfelf that, by appealing, 
to their leading pafiions, he might captivate a( 
people, who were infeniiUe neither to the fuggef- 
tions of interefl;, nor to the charms of glory. But 
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the honeft Swifs, who had received previous inti- 
mation of his views from Werner, count of Horn* 
bcEg, replied with refpeftful firmnefs, *• That they 
** Ihould ever retain a proper fenfe of the ctnpe- 
*• ror's bounty, and fiiould feel happy in any op* 
^ portunity of teftifying their gratitude. But that 
** they were perfecUy contented with the humble 
♦* fituation, in which providence had placed them, 
^^ Jttid fdt not the fmalleft inclination to exchange 
^* it for a more brilliant deftiny. On the contrary, 
•* the only boon they implored, was a confirma- 
^ tion of thofe jwivikges, for which they were 
^ indebted to the bounty of his royal father.*^ 

Hiis anfwer, though deUvered with fuch digni- 
fied con&lence as to leave but fitde proiped; of a 
change, by no means extinguifeed the hopes of Al- 
bert, though it induced him to have recourfe to 
ether meafures* Yet before he proceeded to extre- 
mities, he wiflied, if poflible, to obtain ibme plau* 
fible excufe for his conduct. He was however fo 
much incen&d at the oppofition he had already 
experienced, and was fo little mafter of his temper, 

that he refufed to acknowledge Werner for 
1301. their hereditary baiHff, and declared the 

office vacant; Though in this latter in- 
ftance, he was ftill further influenced by perfonal 
motives, as the count of Homberg had lately in- 
curred his r^entment, by an appeal to the imperial 
O 3 chamber. 
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chamber. Upon a renewal of the application, he 
loft all patience, and fent orders to the bailiff (rf 
Lucerne to take upon himfelf the fame office in 
the three refraftory cantons ; and immediately to 
levy all the impofitions,' and t^rcars, which were 
due to the convents, in whofc right he cMmed^ 
by the feudal tenure. 

The foreft cantons, on their part, continued 
their importunities, but to no purpofe. Their 
complaints were neglefted ; and Werner, whq was 
fent, in a public capacity, to plead their caufe,was 
received, with ^very ftudied mark of difrefpeft. 
Meanwhile, the imperial bailiff, having publifhed 
his credentials, began to adminifter juftice in his 
matter's name. The Swiis renewed their remon^ 
ftrances, in more energetic language. Both par- 
tics grew every day warmer, and thingswere at 
length carried to fiich extremities, that no alter- 
native was left to Albert, but either tamely to re- 
cede from aU his former pretenfions, or. to carry 
the point by force of arms. And this was exaftly 
the fituation he feemed to wiih for. . Hpwever, 
not being as yet prepared to take the field, he fo 
far diffembled, that he jJfeft^d in part to comply 
with their petitions, by nominating two of their 
own countrymen to the important office' of bai- 
liff. The names of Gefsler, and Landenberg re- 
call to our mind whatever is bafe, or hateful in 

• Xhc 
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the charaAer of man. Their crimes have been 
confecrated to the indignation of pofterity, as aw» 
ftil examples to deter their fucceffors in the career 
of iniquity. They were both defcended from 
noble families ; both equally harih and inflexible j 
and both endowed by nature with thofe apparently 
difcordant qualities, which fo frequently fiourifh 
in the foil of defpotifm, and fit the lame perfon 
for the oppofite charafters of tyrant and flave. 
Their prevailing vices — ^for even in the moft de- 
generate fouls there are gradations of guilt — ^were, 
however, of different kinds<. Pride formed the 
predominant pafllon of the one, avarice that of the 
other. But in the violence of their tempers, the 
arrogance of their proceedings, and in their con- 
tempt of every finer feeling of humanity, the ba- 
lance was fo exaftly poized, that (it was not eafy to 
determine whofe fcale preponderated. 

Upon their arrival from the court of Albert, 
the firfl objeft for their confideration, was the 
choice of a proper fpot for their refpeftive reli- 
dence, as they were delirous, if poidible, to unite 
convenience with fecurity. Having vifited the 
different places of flrength, and calculated all the 
advantages of fituation, Landenberg at length fixed 
upon an ancient caftle, at Sarnen, in Unterwalden, 
which had till lately belonged to the canons of 
O 4 Lucerne } 
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Lucerne ; whEe GefsJcr took up his abode in tihe 
town of Altorf, the captal of the canton of UrL 

The devoted Swifs began now to experience the . 
fatal eSeds of .Albert's wrath. It is true, thef 
had formerly been iubjed to the control of fome 
fordgn prince, who governed them under title of 
imperial bailiff. But then he had never refided 
among them ; fo that his jurifdi6tion was in a 
great degree nominal. The adminiftration of juf- 
tice had been invariaUy dd^ated to a native^ 
whpfe proceedii^ were dire&ed by local cuftoms^ 
and eftablilhed laws, and who was caOed upon^ 
every year, to render an exad account of the man*» 
ner in which he had employed his authority. 
They were now expofed to all the petty per&cu- 
tions of little mmds, which were anxious to re- 
commend themfehres, by the abuie of power, to 
the favour' of a tyrannical mafter. Offences be- 
came ^bitrary ; puniihitients capricious. The go- 
vernors never appeared in pubhc, unless they were 
iiirrounded by a numerous guard. Nor did they 
omit any other precautions to fecure thonielvea 
againft the fudden ebullitions of pc^uhr fiury, or 
which might contribute to rivet more firBily the 
chains, which it was the fok objed of their om£> 
fion to impofe. Fortrefles were ereAed in the 
moft di£i&ded places, into which perfons of every 

defcription 



delcr^tion were thrown, upon . tlie iUgfateft 
grounds of fufpidon. At the fame time, all com^ 
mcrdal intercoarie, with their neighbors, was en- 
tirely preduded, by the exorbitant duties impofed 
bjr Albert, upon merdiandizc of every defcription, 
in its pafiage to, and from, the foreft cantons. 

Such unmerited ads of opprelfion occafioned 
the moft pathetic, remonfirances. But the infuk« 
ing fcom with which the fuppficants were treated, 
foon convinced them that thdr new governors 
adi&d with the entire approbation of the imperial 
court. They fdt that all further applications 
would be inefiedual, and that no redreis could 
be expeded^ but from the energy of their owa 
exertions. 

A few inftances, out of many, which are re* 
corded by contemporary writers, may ferve to con- 
vey fome faint idea of the atrocious condud <^ 
thofe men, whom Albert had invefted with the 
unlimited powier of cppreffion; and will, at the 
&me time, ihew, that the refifbnce of tl^ Swifi 
did not originate in any refined theories of equal* 
ifing phiiolbphy, nor arife froip the factious tur« 
bulence of democracy ; but that it was the lafi; 
effort of defpair , in a people, worn out by fujQbring^ 
and exsifperated by wanton iniidence. 
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The love of iwrfer— an indination natural to tlie 
human mind — wadded to the apprehenfion of thofe 
incalculable evils, which are the neceflary conco- 
mitants of a revolutionary change, muft ev^r ope- 
rate with t^ndefcribable force upon a prudent 
people, in inducing them to fubmit to many incon* 
veniencies, and to bear with many ills, rather than 
feek a. dcfperate remedy, by raflily 'appealing to 
the firft principles of civil fociety, and overturning 
the exifting government. But contumely, and 
contempt, it is beyond the patience of man to en- 
dure. Indeed, it appears doubtftil, whether the 
Auftrian minifters might not have proceeded, with 
impunity, in their • career of injuftice, had they 
been carefiil not to provoke, by voluntary infultsj 
a people whom they had already driven to the 
verge of defperation by the rigor of their perfe-^ 
cutions. 

There was a dafs of pien, in the kfler cantons, 
who were diftinguiflied, from the generality of the 
inhabitants, no lefs by the antiquity of their fa- 
milies, than by the affluence of their drcumibmces. 
They cultivated their patrimonial farms with ho- 
neft induftry, preferved the amiable fimplicity of 
patriarchal manners,' and lived in a ftate of reQ)e&- ' 
able comfort, between the oftentatious fplendor of 
the noble, and the bumble mediocrity of the peafant* 

And 
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And it was particularly againft thefe, that the agents 
of de^otifin feem to have direftcd thdr ftiry. 

Gefsler, pafling one day by a neat and commo- 
<lious honfe, which had been lately built by a per- 
fon of the name of Staufacher, and which was 
externally decorated ^vith more than common de- 
gance, having inquired for the owner, addreft him 
thus with a contemptuous fmile — ^^ Do you think 
*^/uch a habitation futtahle to the condition of a pea^ 
^^ fantf Tou complain of the emperor^ s exaSions^ bid 
" ^hile he leaves you ivherewitbal to eredftub build- 
*' ingf4u thefe^ you have too much reafon to be thankful^ 
And immediately he ordered his fatdlites to puS 
it down. Stau£acher, from that moment, became 
one of the moil ardent champions in the caufe di 
liberty. 

Landenberg, on his fide, was no lefs a^live m 
fowing the feeds of difcontent. Having ieized thd 
oxen, belonging to a refpedable farnaer, for fomc 
flight oflfence, the proprietor implored him to in- 
flidl fome other punifliment, if he fhould, in rea- 
lity, be found guilty of the crime of which he Mras 
accufed. For that c^herwife he muft be ineyitabiy 
ruined, having no other means of cultivating his 
farm. *' Let the mifcreant drccw his own plough /'* 
was his only reply, and immediately another hero 
enlifted under the ftandard of liberty. 

1306. 
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1 306. Much about tlie lame tinie, Woifemcbiefs^ 
% fpy. emfioytd by Landenberg^ uras murdered, by 
Conrad Baumgartetij whofe wife he had attempted 
to feduce. The governor^ highly o£fended at the 
death of a man, who, by the infamy of his charao 
ter, had peculiarly attrafted his notice, Towed 
vengeance againft Conrad^ who had prudently 
withdrawn from the firft effeds of his refentment; 
irritated to the extreme, that one honeft man 
ihould efcape his fury, he fet no bounds to his rage, 
and panted for an oj^rtunity of giving it vent. 
Thit occafion was not long wanting* Henry oi \ 

Melchthai^ a firenuous advocate for the inde- 
pendance of his^country, and who, by the inte- 
grity of his charad;er, was become an objeft of jl 
more general refpeQ, than he was otherwiie en- V 
titled to from the mediocrity of his fortune, was 1^ 
ieleded to be the victim of his wrath. Landen- H 
berg, whofe pufliihmeiits were in general dilated j^ 
by the avidity c^ his di^fition, having, upon \^ 
fome trifling provocation, lent to feize his oxen, |^ 
while, they weire employed in the labors of huf- jfi 
bandry ; his fon, a gallant youth, oppofed the exc- 1^ 
cution of the decree, and drove away the officers ji 
of juftice, with the lame whip with which he had jfi 
before been driving the plough. Young Melcho i 
thai abfconded. The governor, who was irritated, ^ 
beyond defcriptipn, at the infult which had been 
offered to his authority, and ftiU more fo, to find 

that 
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ihaA h^ prey had escaped him^ comtnanded tie 
aged hxhtr to be dragged into his prefenoe, aad 
after j:'eviling him, in the moft opprobrious lai> 
gnage, caufed his eyes to be put cnit, wfaife he 
himfelf ftood by, to £be the fbnteaof executed la 
all its rigor. ^ . 

Gdsler, who, as we hare afaready fecn, was th& 
Have of vanity, fought every meai^ to giratify 1m 
prevailing paifion^ Among other ih'ange .e:^6- 
dlents, a pote was ere&ed in the market plao:^ 
at Aitorf, and a hat fufpended on it ; ta. 
1307* which he enjoined all pafiengers to .pay 
• the fame rtipefl^ as. was due to his owa 
{terfon% So wanton a difplay of tyranny could 
mM: fiEul to inJBame the public, who wanted no ao 
ceffioa of outrages, to feel all the mifery of th^ 
dejeded fiate. Yet fb completely wece they kcf^ 
ill aw^, by the numerous fortreiks, which the n^w 
government had ereded in all parts of their terri- 
tory, that they funk into fiiflen defpondqncyt. ' 4r 
power fcftabliihed upon, the tremendous bails d( 
XkiiKtairy de^xitifin, appe^ed to, them to be uAi^ 
fidlableby any efforts, wduch de^air alone could 
dichte;^' 

^ Sacred be the name of him, who firil dared to 
fom the noble ^ojeft of liberating his coui),try-r 
mm frbm tljieir ignominioiis bondage I Staup a-^ 

CHER 
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CHER was the hero who concerved it. In filence 
lie contemplated the degraded fiate to which his 
country was reduced. He broddedover her wrong^ 
in fecret* , He meditated upon the energies of the 
kuman mind^and felt, from inward convi^on,! 
that man was deftined by nature to be fbmething 
more than the pafiive flave of defpotifin. Having 
teducedhis ideas to a. rational form, he hafieiied 
tocommuniclte them to hisfriend WalterFurst. 
At his houfe, he met Arnold, of Melchthai^ 
who had taken refuge under his hofpitabk jrodf 
from the purfuit of Landenberg. Misfortune is 
the: parent of confidence. They; had fuflfcred in 
A6 fame caufe, and flew to eadfi other's artns with 
all -the attachment of men, who wereconne<9«d by 
the ^ftrongeft of all ties — ^the love of frtedom* 
Having d^iberately weighed the dangers to which 
they were expofpd, and imparted to each other 
the hopes with which they were anim2(ted^ theyi 
bbutid themfelves^ by the moft folenm promifey 
to break the- fetters of their country, ortope-* 
t]£ti in the attempt* But as^ the only Ol^ed:^ at 
ii^hich they aimed, ii^^siperfonal fecurity^ in the 
puriuit <^ liberty iliey brfplvcd never tpi^deviatc 
from the path of juftice. It was therefor©. laid 
down as a fundamental principal of their union^ that 
they Ihbuld in no, cafe feparate frpm tjie: Ger- 
manic empire, nor refufc to their, feud^ iQcd^^ 
whether, ecdefiaftical,* or fecular, tlio^ fervicear 

which. 
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which^ acxdrding lx) that barbarous fyfiem, they 
were bdund in duty to per£Drm«t Having finally 
engaged to dbferve tlie profoundeft iecfccy, and 
agreed tfait no partial attempts fliould be made, 
till the mine vras ready to be fprung ; arid havibg 
fixed npon a place, where thfy might meet with a 
few chofcn . friends to" confute upon/ the necefi^oy 
preparations for a g^neratinfiirre^^on ; they took 
loive of ' ieach other.; hot with the fufjncious jea« 
knify. q£ men, who' are hurried, .by interefted <bW- 
tives^iiito'^ factious oppofition to the .pret^alln|g; 
favorite of the day, and who stfibn^e^ the^tElaflc 'of 
patriotifin as a cover to their ^ own iiinbiti<>u's pro^ 
jeds^: but with that hpneft Confidence, which is 
therefult of confcious integrity, and the charaoi 
teriflic <rf heartb, which paait not after the diHific- 
tions-of the world, but .which are capable of feet 
ing .for the wrongs c^ humanity. " ^ 

. To projpagate'^he deftric.flgimeafeong^ k people, 
whole iWahes'^were in pdrfeft unifon with their 
owi^; reqmrcd not the%arts of perfuafion* Tlie 
fouiiders of Helvetic* liberty mQttJ^ifih a fere, and 
ardent friend in every petfon to whom they en- 
(rufted the important fecret. Bat they were cau- 
tious in their meafures, and difcreet'in the fcleo* 
^n they made; » * • 
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On the r7tli of Kovembcr, 1307, (the.ck|r fiaujcl 
ior tieir meeting) each df them appeared at the 
iqppcnnted ^ot, attended fay ten* chofen amipa» 
Itions. This noftumal ailemhly was held in the 
fidd of RuTjLiy a retired meadow^ on the fliores 
ef the .hke of Lucerne^ exa<^y on the. confines 
Ifetween Schvfreit? and Uri. It's fbliiary £tua« 
lion, ^nid furrounding rocks^ feemed to prcdiKfe 
th« poifibiHCy cf a furprtze. Confcious,. how« 
€:^W, that a fecrety which was known to fbtiazBSf 
pfffoiifr^aU of whom, even £rom phyfical cavfes, 
¥QuId not be ^uaUjr proof againft the operation.of 
terror^ o)r be aB equally infenfibie to the fiJtggeftbns 
9f intjer^{^)-*-*was at -beft precarious, the greatet 
]^t of the conipirators wore for an immediate 
xiiing» ^ed^ng, that in fitilations like their's, de« 
by w^ ruin. Melchthal, on the contrary, cm* 
ployed every argument iic was mafler of, to ccnn- 
bat fuch precipitate refolutions. ** The caftles of 
*^ Sarnen and Rotzberg were tooibcing, he urged, 
^^ to be taken by afiault ? and upon tl^&rft alarm 
*' would a£Ford thcu: tyrants a iecure retreat, tiU 
** an Auftrian army could march to their relief, 
^ and place them once more in a fituation to take 
" am*^Ie vengeance upon thofe, who had prefumed 
" to refift their ferocious defigus^ But if they 
*' waited patiently for a Ihort time,, fomeopportu? 
^ nity might poffibly occur, to get poffeffion of 

«nhem 
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** them by ftratagem, Befides, it was an indignity 
** to human nature, to fuppofe that men, engaged 
*' in fo noble an enterprize, could betray th^ caufe 
'^ in which they had once embarked* Such fufpi- 
*' cions might poffibly be entertained with reafon 
*' in the corrupted foil of courts ; though he hoped, 
" for the honor of mankind, that inftances like 
" thefe were lefs common, than they are repre- 
" fented to be. But every perfon prefent — ^he fpokeJ 
" from the emotions of his own heart — muft 
" feel that the firft of all obligations was his duty 
*' to his country — and feeling it, muft view all the 
*' concerns of the world — it's crov/ns, or gibbets 
*' — ^with equal indifference/' 

The energy, with which he fpoke, brought over 
the whole affembly to his opinion. All ideas of 
an immediate aggreffion were laid afide ; and the 
firft day of the new year was appointed for the exe- 
cution of the momentous projeft. This weighty 
bufinefs being thus decided, every man returned to 
his accuftomed occupations, with as much ap- 
parent tranquillity, as if his only hope, in the ap- 
proaching year, had been a fertile feafon, and an 
abundant crop. 

An event, however, took place in the interval, 
which, without the almoft unexampled prudence 
of the confpirators, would have deftroyed their 

Vol, I. P hope 
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hopes for ever. We have afrcady feen to wtat i- 
dejrrec of infolence Gefiler had carried his ca- 
pricious pride. Prefumption proved his ruin. 
William Tell, a name jufdy celebrated in the 
arnak of Helvetia, had married the daughter of 
Walter Furft ; and upon that account, as well as 
from his enthufiaftic attachment to the caufe of 
liberty, had been admitted a member of the holy 
bond. 

Happening, one day, to pafs through Altorf,vth6 
fight of the hat inflamed his indignation to fuch a^ 
pitch, againft the governor, that he not only re- 
fufcd obedience to his fantaftic mandate, but treat- 
ed the magifterial cnfign with the contempt it- 
merited. Gefsler was no fooner informed of what 
had paft, than he commanded the bold plebeian t6 
be dragged before him ; and giving way to the 
fiiggeftions of unbridled fury, decreed that, as a 
punifhment for his audacity, he fliould, at the ap- 
proaching fcftival, either pierce with an arrow an 
apple, placed upon the head of his fon, a boy of 
five or fix years old, or fliould fufier immediate 
death. So fl:range, fo inhuman, a fentence, was 
little calculated either to footh the minds of the 
difcontented populace, or to calm the refentment 
of the oflcnded patriot. For fome moments he 
hefitated. But fecure in his own unerring arm^ 
after a little reflection, he accepted the tri^. To^ 

this. 
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%lii$ too, he was probably ftill further prompted, by 
the confideration, that a fcene of fuch wanton 
cruelty^ muft operate, upon the feelings of the 
Ipeftators, in a manner conformable to his fecret 
views. 

On the appointed day, CJefsler appeared in the 
market place at Altorf, feated in his chair of ftatcj 
und encircled by his body guard. His counte- 
nance befpoke the infolence of triumpL With a 
favage fmile, he ordered the culprit to be brought. 
Tell came forward with a refolute ftep. The atten- 
tive crowd, who had been attrafted from the re* 
moteft vallies by the novelty of the fpectacle, trem- 
bled as he paft. He took his poll. The boy was fta- 
tioned, by the governor's direction, at a diftance 
which appeared to him the moft unfavorable to 
the archer's fkill. Tell grafped his bow. Mute at- 
tention prevailed. Every heart beat but his own. 
He drew the firing. The arrow flew. The apple 
fell. Repeated peals announced the joy of the fpec- 
tators, and rebounded through the adjacent rocks. 
The hero ran to his darling child. He caught him 
an his arms. He clafped him to his doatingbofom. 
He gave way to the efFufions of nature. Till un- 
able any longer to fupprefs the violence of his emo- 
tions, he turned in exulting triumph to the af- 
frighted governor, and producing another arrow, 
exclaimed, ** Had my hoy fallen^ this ^ tyrant ! was 
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^^ rcfervedfor ihee.'''* At once a prey to difappoiht* 
ment, rage, and fliame, Gefsler commanded his fol- 
diers again to feize the bold delinquent. The po- 
pulace interpofed in vain. In vain they refitted 
the guard. After a fliort conflict, Tell fell once 
more into the hands of his enemy ; who in order 
to fecure him againft any attempts which might be 
made for his refcue, commanded him to be con- 

* The atitbor is well, aware that the fceptical fpirit of the age 
has thought fit to queftion the authenticity of this popular tale. 
But to him there appears no valid reafpn to rejedl it. Nor does 
it feem at all improbable, that the man ^who had evened bis hat 
into an objed of kvorjhipy (hould carry the wantonnefs of tyranny 
to any poifible excefs. Bcfides the ilcry was recorded in paint- 
ing, in the market place, at Altorf ; which proves, at lead, that 
it had obtained fome degree of credit, in the very fpot, where 
the event is fuppofed to have happened. Criticifm, when pro- 
perly applied in the felcdtion of hitlorical fads, is highly favor- 
able to the caufe of truth. But we fee not any advantage that 
can be derived from throwing afide all thofe popular flories, 
which have exifted for ages the delight and boaft of national 
vanity, as equally uiidefcrving credit with the ghofts and witches 
■which amufed and terrified our more credulous anceftors. 'I'hc 
love of inveftigation, if confined within rational lim ts, c )n- 
duccs eflentially to the advancement of fcience, and the pro^refs 
of literature. But it is furely a matter of regret, to behold the 
moft fplendid charavSlers of antiquity frittered down by die re- 
fining chemiflry of r.nalyling critics, till they have fcarce one 
charadleriftic virtue left. A fyftem like this perverts the true 
intent of hiftory. it may become a fubjeCl ofcuriofity for the 
antiquary, but it is no longer an inftrudive fchool lor ftatciraen 
and politicians. 

veyed 
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Teyed to Kufhach, a fortrefs on the oppofite fide 
of the lake. Fearing, however, that the unmerited 
rigor of his fate might e:s:cite a fentiment of com- 
paflion in the bofoms of thofe, on whom he had 
impofed .the execution of this harlh decree, the go- 
vernor refolved to accompany him in perfon, and 
embarked with . his attendants, in the fame boat. 
But fcarcely were they out of reach of the fliore, 
when the clouds, which had been gathering round 
the lofty fummit of the St. Gothard, and to which 
Gefsler, blinded by exceffive paffion, had paid 
little attention, burft with impending danger.* 
The violence of the ftorm precluded all poflibility 
of returnitig. The tempeft howled. ITie waves 
ran high. The furrbunding rocks which rife al- 
moft perpendicularly from the level of the water, 
rendered all attempts to land impradicable. The 
watermen funk under the labor of the oar, and 
unable any longer to contend againft the fury of 
the winds, commended themfelves to Providence 
for protection. In this tremendous crifis, fomc 
one of the paffengers recoUqAing that Tell had the 
reputation of being the ableft pilot of any who 
frequented the lake, fuggeftcd to the governor, as 
the only expedient that was left;, to prevail upon 

* Thofe alone, who are acquainted with the lakes of Switzer* 
land, can form an adequate conception of the perils, which at- 
tend a hurricane, even in the ihoyteft palTage. 
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liiiti to take charge of the veffel, and to exert hi& 
ikill for their mutual falvation. Gefsler caught 
with eagernefs at the propofal. The prifoner was 
unbound, and placed at the helm. For feme time 
he ftruggled manfully againft the ftorm ; took ad- 
vantage of his local knowledge to w-eather it's 
fury ; till, by degrees, he approached the bank, at 
a fpot, where the receding mountains leave a fmall 
promontory, for ntian to fave himfelf from the 
fury of the waves. The courage of the paffengers 
revived. They already thought themfelves fecure j 
as Tell approached the flipre. When having con- 
duced the bark to the fpot he wilhed, he boldly 
plunged into the flood. With one ha^nd he feized 
the rock ; with the other he pulhed back the vef- 
fel, and left the affrighted tyrant, with his difmay- 
ed companions, in a fituation little fhort of defpair* 
The tempefl, however, at length abated. With 
diiEculty *they gained the fliore. But the gover- 
nor was not yet in fafety. TeU met him on the 
road, a little beyond Brunnen, and in an inftant an 
arrow laid him dead at his feet. The monfter pc- 
rilhed, and, Tell became the idol of his country. 

It is not here our intention to enter into any 
elaborate defence of tyrannicide, fo much extolled 
in ancient flory. But this we will venture to af- 
firm, that if under any circumftances the murder 
of a fellow creature is a deed of heroifm. Tell muft 

ftand 
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Hand acquitted before the tribunal of eternal juf- 
tice, and fhare the admiration pf pofterity with an 
Ariftogiton, or an Harmodius. Yet glorious as 
the adion was, it had nearly proved the ruin of 
'the party. With the rapidity of an electric fhock, 
•the flame flew from breaft to breaft, and threaten- 
ed a general explofion, before the mine was pro- 
perly prepared. But fuch was the prudence of 
the leaders, that the ferment for a while fubfided. 
An apparent calm fucceeded. The important hour 
approached- 1308* 

Fully aware of all the diiEcultles, tjiey had to 
-encounter, before they could expel their perfecu- 
tors from thofe fortrefles, where they fecurely de- 
cided the impotent fury of an undifciplined mob, 
•they had recourfe to ftratagem for fuccefs. A 
youth of Unterwalden, to whom Romance has 
given the name of Wolfga7ig^ had long paid his ad- 
^drefles to a maiden, who refided in the caftle of 
Rotzberg- Upon this circumftance did the con- 
Ipirators found their hopes of getting poffeflion of 
that important pofL The youth jredoubled his af- 
fiduities, and fecure of his miftrefs's afFedions, de- 
manded from her the dearelt pledge of confidence, 
which according to the fimplicity of Helvetic man- 
ners, confifted in admitting him privately to her 
embraces. The night was fixed for the 3 ift of De- 
cember^ It was agreed that flie fliould let down 

P 4 ' a ladder 
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a ladder from her window, by the afiiftance oP 
which he might eafily afcend the perpendicular 
rock, on whofe craggy fummit the caftle flood. 
On the laft evening of the year, Wolfgang, at- 
tended by a feleft band of his moft trufty and re- 
folute companions, repaired to a wood, adjoining 
to the fortrefs. The night was dark, and ftarlefs. 
Impatiently they waited the expefted fignal. The 
clock ftruck twelve. No fign was given. They 
doubted. ' They fufpefted. They defpaired. The 
draw-bridge fell. Their apprehenfions increafed. 
They heard diftinftly the approach of horfes. 
Their palpitating bofoms anticipated treachery. 
Even love itfelf was unjuft. The horfemen paffed 
them. By the light of torches they diftingmftied 
Landenberg. He continued his route to Sarnen. 
Their courage revived. The noife died away. 
The lamp appeared at the cafement. The ladder 
defcended. The youth mounted with hafty fteps, 
but animated with far different paflions frpm thofe 
which fired the bofom of the expeftant fair. 
Trembling with hope and apprchenfion, fhe led 
him to a private chamber. It was a trying mo- 
ment for a lover. The warmth of his defires, the 
midnight lilence, her fmiies, her carelTes, invited 
him to fcenes of pleafure. But the genius of Hel- 
vetia prevailed. Tearing himfelf from her arms, 
he informed her; that an indifpenfable duty forced 
him, however reluctantly, to renounce the happi- 
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nefs which love and flie intended him. That for 
the fame reafons flie muft fubmit to a temporary 
confinement ; but that the rifing fun fhould de- 
liver her, and juftifjr him. Thus faying, he ruflicd 
out of the apartment, turned the key, and haft- 
ened to his impatient comrades* Having afcended 
the ladder, one by one, they feized the fleeping 
centinels without refiftance. And thus in the 
fpace of a fingle hour, did this almoft impregnable 
fortrefs fall into the hands of the infurgents, a 
harmlefs conqueft, unfullied by one drop of blood. 
Indeed, with fuch facility was this important en- 
terprize achieved, that np alarm was given in the 
neighborhood. And when the dawning day de- 
livered the captive beauty to her lover's arms, no 
one, without the caftle walls, iiifpecled the revolu- 
tion which had taken place. 

Early on the following mormrg, a felecl party 
of the brave inhabitants of Unterwalden, met 
Landenberg, as he was going from the caftle of 
Sarnen, to. the parifli church, to be prefent at the 
celebration of mafs on new-year's day. They 
were loaded with prefents, which according to the 
ufages of thofe times were offered, at this feafon, to 
men in power. A troop of thirty more lay in am- 
bufh near the walls, ready to appear upon the firft 
alarm. Delighted with the liberality of the offer- 
ing, which had been purpofely made n:ore abun- 
dant 
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dant than ufual, the governor invited them into 
the caftle, and ordered them to be welcomed with 
a hofpitable glafs. But no fooner had they gained 
admittance into the court, than the expefted fignal 
was given, by a horn. Their conrirades flew to 
their afliftailce. They feized upon the bridge, and 
the magazine of arms, before the little garrifon was 
prepared to refift ; who terrified at the fuddennefs 
of the attack, and ignorant of the numbers by 
whom they were aflailed, threw down their fworda 
and furrendered upon a promife of their lives. 

The infurgents were every where equally fortu- 
nate. In the courfe of one day, the caftles of Sar- 
nen and Rotzberg, in Unterwalden, thofe of 
Schwanau, and Ku&ach, in Schweitz, and the 
ne\\4y erected fortrefs near Altorf, in Uri, were 
taken, and given up to the flames ; and with them, 
was every veflige of defpotifin effaced for ever. 

Hifl:ory exliibits few events more extraordinary 
than this. Whether we confider the advantages 
w^hich w^ere obtained, the means by which the 
conqueft was efieclcd, or the humanity with which 
it was ufed, we fliall find equal caufe for admira- 
tion, and wonder. At a moment, when flulhed 
with viftory, and irritated by the moft wanton 
acts of oppreflion, much might have been urged 
in defence of the infurgents, had they overftept the 

true 
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true bounds of moderation, and given way to thofe 
exceffes which are too frequently the concomi- 
tants of recovered liberty, all former animofities 
were buried in oblivion. ,The prifoners were 
treated with generofity, and being conducted to 
the frontiers, were releafed, upon a folemn pro^ 
mife that they would never more pollute the land 
of freedom with their venal ftep. Indeed, except 
in the fingle inftahce of Gefsler, who fell the vic-^ 
tim of his own imprudence, ngt one drop of blood 
was £hed« 

The welcome intelligence flew with rapidity 
from mountain to mountain. Every goat-herd 
immediately threw afide his pipe, and crook, and 
armed in the common caufe. Staufacher, 
Melchthal, Tell, and Walter Furst, were 
received, by their exulting countrymen with every 
demonftration of gratitude, which the fimplicity 
of ruftic manners would allow. The joy was. uni- 
verfal. The opulent farmer fet wide his hofpitable 
door to his poorer neighbor, and amid the fcftivity 
which prevailed, the names of their deliverers re- 
founded, with blelfings, from every tongue. The 
world, perhaps, never exhibited a fpedacle more 
congenial to the feelings of humanity — it was the 
triumph of innocence over the unjuft attempts of 
defpotifm. 

'On 
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On the following funday, a general affembly of 
the inhabitants of the three cantons met, to renew 
the alliance for the fpace of ten years. The bond 
of union was conceived in Xhtfaine terms ^ was fub- 
jeft to the fame limitations as that which has been 
already laid before the reader. Indeed it is a moft 
ftriking feature in the character of the Swifs, and 
one which diftinguiflies them from all other people 
under iiitiilar circumftances, that they maintained 
the fame ^irit of moderation in the inebriating 
hour of complete fuccefs, which they thought ne- 
ceflary to obferve in the hopelefs moment of de- 
preflion. Nor is t he conduft of their leaders l efs 
r^narkable. Thric e happy in the happinefs they 
had occafioned, they aimed at no dift in ftions but 
th ofe of confciou s virtue, and retiring to the tran- 
quil fce nes of dom eft ic enjoy men t, continued to 
five in tha t envia b le ftate, w h ere the heart has no - 
thing to covety and the hiftorian nothing^ to re* 

cord, Ct^f^ ^f i»r^^c^ ^£ e Z^Ct^ 
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CHAPTER VI. ' 

AjfaJJination of Albert— 'Inhumanity of Agnes — Leo-^ 
pold Duke of Aujlria — Battle of Morgarten — Pru* 
deM Conduct of the Swifs — Truce with Aufiria-^, 

- League with the Emperor Lewis — Death of Leo^ 
pold — Affairs of Italy. 

THE behavior of Albert, towards the foreft 
cantons, had been imprudent in the extreme. 
His firft attempt to induce them by perfuafion, 
and the apparent advantages which he held out, 
to a voluntary furrender of their privileges, was, 
at leaft, a tacit acknowledgment of their indepcn- 
dance. While by afterwards recurring to comr 
"pulfetory meafures, he forced them to make trial 
of their ftrength, and thus led them, by degrees, 
to pafs thofc bounds, within which they would 
have willingly remained. Indeed the violence of 
the emperor's temper feems to have been at conr 
ftant variance with his policy, and to have prcr 
vented him frgm employing thofe precautions, 
•which could alone have given him any chance of 
fuccefs. Upon the flighteft obftade, which ftpod 
in the way of his ambitious projefts, and which 
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he was unable to remoye by the liberality of hi5 
promifes, he had recourfe to open force ; and thus 
frequently fruftrated his own defigns, by exciting 
the jealoufy of his adverfaries, before he was pre^ 
pared to encounter them. Various ftates-of Switzer- 
land found themfelves in this predicament, among 
others the abbot of St. , Gall, and the bilhop of 
Bale, who had particularly incurred his difpleafure, 
by refilling his unjuft and groundlefs pretenfions. 

The general oppofition he met with, had forely 
wounded the emperor's pride. And no fooner 
was he made acquainted with the late events, 
which had taken place in the foreft cantons, than 
he iffued a decree, enjoining his fubjecls to fufpend 
all intercourfe with them ; publifliing, at the fame 
time, his intentions of putting himfelf at the head 
of a numerous army, early in the fpring, to reduce 
them to obedience. 

But providence had decided otherwife, and by 
a premature death arrefted his proud career. The 
injuftice of Albert's meafures was confined to no 
clafs, or defcription of men. Whoever had any 
concerns with him, had equal reafon to complain* 
A tremendous leffon was given in his example to 
the rulers of the earth — He fell the viftim of his 
own iniquity — ^by the hand of a relation he fell. 
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By the will of his deceafed brother, the duke of 
Suabia, the emperor had been appointed fole guar^ 
dian to his nephew John. This young prince, Who 
was no longer a minor, had made urgent, and rei- 
terated application to his uncle, for the inveftiture 
of his patrimonial fiefs, but had been put off, from 
time to time, by evafive anfwers, under pretence 
of youth and inexperience. For fome time, he 
fubmitted wath tolerable patience, but perceiving 
that Albert continued to defer the completion of 
his promife, upon the moft frivolous excufes, and 
that the fame plea did not hold good with refpeft 
to his own children (on the elder of whom he had 
already conferred large domains, though of the 
fame age with their coufm), John very naturally 
inferred that it was the emperor's intention to de^ 
prive him of his^ hereditary pofleffions, in order 
to beftow them upon one of his younger fons^ 
"WHiatever may have been the foundation for his 
fufpicions, the event was equally fatal to Albert.. 
The young prince brooded over his wrongs in fe- 
cret, and perfuaded himfelf that the injury could 
never be expiated except by the blood of his uncle.. 
He refolved upon the deed, and looked round him- 
for afiiftance. The emperor's unpopularity made 
it eafy for liim to find fuch powerful accomplices, 
a$ fuited his purpofe. Ulric of Palm^ Walter of 
Efchenbach, Conrad of Taggerfeld, and Rodolphus 

of 
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of Wart, at the fuggeftions of John, undertook 
the deed of biood. It was refolved to aflaffi- 
nate Albert in his way from Baden and to Rhein- 
feldcn, whither he was to travel on the firft 
of May. Juft as he had paffed the Reufs, near 
Windifh, and was feparated from the main body 
of his attendants, they aflailed him unawares. 
John led them on, and as he ftruck the fatal blow, 
emphatically exclaimed, receive the reward 

OF THY INJUSTICE. 

The confternation, occafioned by this atrocious 
aft, was univerfal. But as men began to recover 
from their firft impreflion, their judgments were 
in great meafure direfted by their interefts. So 
that while one party loaded the confpirators with 
the execrations they merited, the other viewed 
their conduft with a Icfs indignant eye, and even 
attempted to palliate the crime. The foreft can- 
tons were particularly intcrefted in the event, yet 
they condufted themfelves with their wonted pru- 
dence, and were wife enough to refrain from any 
public demonftrations of joy. Other towns in 
Switzerland, which made part of the contefted pa- 
trimony, and of confcquence reverted to John, 
were fo fliocked at the atrocity of his conduft, that 
they fliut their gates upon his approach, refufing 
to admit a regicide within tlieir walls. 

Mean 
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Meanwhile the Auftrian family appeared lefi 
aftive in their purfuit of the aflafEns, than in that 
of the vacant crown. It was the great object of 
their ambition to place Frederic, the eldeft fon of 
the late Emperor, upon the throne of Germany ; 
and fuch was the natural benevolence of this 
young prince's difpofition, that his friends vainly 
flattered themfelves that it might poffibly get 
the better of thofe unfavorable impreffions, which 
had been excited, againft the houfe of Auftria^ 
by the violence of his father's meafures. No 
fooner, however, did they find themfelves difap- 
pointed, by the eledion of Henry of Luxembourg, 
than they began at laft to think of revenging the 
death of their rhurdered chief; and to this 
they were ftiU further prompted by the love of 
plunder, and the profpeft of confifcation* Three 
armies were in confequence affembled under able 
commanders, which took poffeflion of the eftates 
of the confpirators. Hoping too, by the violence 
of their perfecution, ,to compensate for the ap* 
parent negligence with which it was undertaken, 
the war was condufted with every refinement of 
cruelty which can mark a career of blood. Nor 
were the fatal efFeds of this vindictive fury con- 
fined to the guilty alone. The fpirit of intereft be- 
gan {hortly to Wend itfelf with the fpirit of revenge. 
Many perfons of high diftinftion, to whom no pro- 
bable fulpidion could attach, but ^hofe political 

ViM.,L Q principles 



" I 



ill5 tfiSTORY OF rut 

principles were hoftile to the views of Auftria, and 
whofe poffellions were the objefts of her avidit)'', 
as well as all the relations of the confpirators, were 
involved in the general profcription. The emprefs 
Elizabeth, and her daughter Agnes (the widowed 
queen of Hungary), laying afide all the delicacy of 
the female charader, were frequently prefent at 
thefe fanguinslry fpeftacles, animating the execu- 
tioner in the performance of his office. To enter 
minutely into a fubjecl, the details of which are 
disfigured by every monftrous paffion, that can 
•deform, and vilify the human heart, and which 
by no means conftitutes an effential part of the 
prefent narrative, is a tafk we willingly abandon. 
But there is fomething fo peculiarly affeding in the 
fad deftiny of one of thefe unfortunate fufFerers^ 
that melancholy as the tale muft feem, we cannot 
pafs it over altogether in filence. 

No fooner had Albert breathed his laft, than 
Rodolphus of Wart, fled with precipitation to his 
own caftle. Scarce had he time to embrace his 
wife, the virtuous and accomplilhed Adelaide, 
than yielding to her tender felicitations, he a£- 
fumed the habit of a pilgrim, and purfuing his 
way over the rugged precipices of the higher Alps, 
took refuge at length within the walls of Rome; 
Meanwhile his difconfolate wife remained at his 
caftle with lier infant fon, fecure in confcious in^ 

luxxnce^ 
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Rocence, and in the refpeft which was due to heJ^ 
weaker fex. Too foon, however, fhe was fatally 
roufed from this dream . of peace. The ferociouiJ 
Agnes approached. The trumpets announced a 
hoftile hoft. Short and ineflfeclual was the refift-* 
ance, which her faithful vaflals could make. Num- 
bers prevailed ; and Agnes Entered over the bodies 
of the flain. With infulting triumph jflie haftened 
to the apartment of Adelaide. The wretched mou- 
ther laid lifelefs over the cradle of her child. Un* 
moved at the piteous fight, the inexorable queen 
feized the helplefs infant in her arms, exclaiming 
with favage exultation, " The blood of regicides Jhall 
" not ^fcape me /*' Awakened from this ftate of in* 
fenfibility, Adelaide wildly ftarted at the terrific 
threat. But it was only to fall once more fenfelels 
at the feet of her perfecutor. Any heart, but 
Agnes's, would have melted with compaffion at fa 
fad a fcene. But with a ftern barbarity, almoft 
incredible in woman, flie turned to her attendants, 
and bade them inftantly to difpatch the brat. It 
ftretched out it^s little hands for mercy. The fol- 
diers paufed. Enured as they were to blood, an 
imknown fentiment of pity got hold upon their 
hearts. They interceded for the infant. They re* 
monftrated againft the feverity of the order. They 
for once feemed inclined to difobey. The queen 
perceived that it would be unfafe to prefs them 
further, and making a virtue of neceflity, granted, 

Q 2 though 
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fHough reluctantly, what it would perhaps fiavSr 
been dangerous to deny. The unfortunate Ade- 
laide once more clafped her darling to her breaft, 
A ray of confolation again cheered her palid coun- 
tenance. But the fatisfaftion was tranfient as the 
paffingvifion i and every hopdof happinels for ever 
difappeared, when Ihe learned her hulband was a 
l^rifoner, and in the Hands of his relentlefs foe. 

RodoipHus^ had been given ilpy in the mofl: 
treacherous manner, by the holy fee. In a fliort 
time, he was^^ brought before the high tribunal,^ 
which had been inftituted for the exprefe purpofe 
of trying the murderers of Albert ;. and was con- 
demned to be broken alive on the wheel, on the* 
v=ery fpot where the deed was perpetrated. The fen- 
tence was executed with the utmoft rigor,, and the 
miferable viftim left to his fate.* For three days,, 
and nights, did he languifii in this ftate of excru- 
ciating torture, during which he evinced the moft* 
nnfliakert fortitude, difdaining to utter a groan, 
or to gratify the ferocity of his enemies by the 
flighteft indication of fuffering ; difcourfing calmly 
with the aftonilhcd fpeclators, and denying that 
he had been guilty of any crime. He triumphed, 
he laid, in having been inftrumcntal to punifli an 
ufurper, who had bathed his facrilegious hands in 

* Stumpf. Mullcr, Strctlcr. 

the 



J 



HELVETIC REPUBIICS. 229 

tlie blood of his lawful 'fovereign, the emperor 
Adolphus. With equal magnanimity, did the 
beauteous Adelaide continue on her knees, before 
the fcaffold, in a pofture of motionlefs grief, with- 
out foodj without covering, during the whole of 
this agonizing fcene, praying to heaven for her 
hulband's foul, after flie had in vain implored the 
remorfelefs Agnes, to put an end to his fufferings 

by one compaflionate blow. At length ex- 
1309. haufted nature flood his friend; and no 

fooner did flie behold him at eafe, than flie 
wandered on foot to a convent, at Bale, where flie 
ended her wretched days in a paroxifhx of afflib- 
ition. 

The foreft cantons were not only delivered from 
an aftive and dangerous enem.y by the death of Al- 
bert ; but found a friend and patron in his fuc- 
ceffor. Henry began his reign by granting them 
a confirmation of all the privileges which they had 
enjoyed under the moft partial of his predeceflbrs. 
A favor which %\as peculiarly grateful, in their 
prefent fituation, as it could be confidered in no 
other light, than that of a tacit approbation of 
their former conduft. In return for fo flattering 
a mark of royal bounty, and in token of their gra- 
titude, they fent a reinforcement of three hundred 
men, to accompany the new emperor in his expe- 
dition to Rome j an aid which proved of *more 

Q 3 material 



230 HISTORY OF THE 

material fervice, than it may at firft fight appear, 
as the example was imitated by many of the neigh- 
boring ftates. 

Previous to his departure for Italy, Henry had 
vainly imagined to have eftabliflied the tran- 
quillity of Switzerland upon a permanent bafis. 
But fcarcely had he paffed the Alps, when the old 
animofities began again to revive, between the fo- 
reft cantons and the monks of Einfiedlen; in 
which the Auftrian provinces feemed indifcreetly 
forward to take a part. 

Soon after his acceffion, the emperor had ap- ^ 
pointed Rodolphus of Rapperfwyl (who was de- 
fccnded from a collateral branch of the houfe of 
Haplburgh) to the office of imperial bailiff, over 
Zuric, the Thurgau, Uri, Schweitz, and Unter- 
walden •, but with the exprefs injunftion to con- 
form implicitly to all ancient ufages, and, in par- 
ticular, to beware of infringing the privileges 
which he had fo recently confirmed. Rodolphus 
executed his truft with integrity and difcretion, 
during the Ihort period he was permitted to hold 
it. For no fooner did the houfe of Auftria dif- 
CQver, that he was a man of too elevated a fpirit to 
devote himfelf blindly to their fcrvice, than they 
left no means untried, till they had prevailed upon 
the emperor to difinifs him, «ind to fubftitute 

Everard 
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Ever^rd of Burglen, a creature of their own, in 
his place. 

A late writer feems to have been defirous of 
placing the conduct of the Swifs in a fuipicious 
light, and to have intended a vindication of the 
houfe of Auftria. But nothing mdre, in our opi- 
nira^ can be neceffary for the complete juftifica- 
tion of the former, or can ihcw the de%ns of their 
adverfaries in a more odious point of view, than 
the terms of amity upon which they lived with thofe 
emperors, jwho were unconnefted with the politics 
of Switzerland, and had no hereditary poffeffions 
in that country. The reigns of Frederic the fe- 
cond, of Adolphus of Naffau, and of Henry of 
Luxembourg, bear ample teftimony to the truth 
of this affertion. But the reftlefs ambition of the 
Auftrian princes proved a conftant fource of dif- 
quietude, and alarm. No fooner had they fuc- 
ceeded in removing Rodolphus, and in nomi- 
nating as his fucceffor a perfon entirely in their de^ 
pendance, than they began to renew that vexati- 
ous fyftem, which had been purfued during the 
reign of Albert. The foreft canters, whole eyes 
were ever fixed, with the moft jealous attention, 
upon the proceedings of their old and implacable 
foe, thought it high time to put themfelves in a pof- 
ture of defence. For this purpofe, they fortified the 
moft important paffes, particularly that of Stanfl:ad 
Q4 on 
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6ii the lakes of Lucerne ; where they erefted a 
iinall fort. No fooner was the governor of Lu* 

cerne made acquainted with what had been 
1314. done, than he refolved upon an attempt to 

take it by furprize ; not doubting that his 
conduft would receive the fanftion of the matter's 
approbation, provided he was fuccefsful in the at* 
tack ; and of this he felt perfectly fecure. A party 
of troops were in confequence embarked upon 
the lake, in the evening. They w^ere to arrive 
under the walls of the fortrefs, at the dawn of day, 
which they were immediately to fcale, before the 
Kttle garrifon could be prepared to receive them. 
But the vigilance of their enemy was not to be 
lulled by any apparent fecurity. The guard dif- 
covered them, as 'they approached the fliore. 
The alarm-bell founded. From every quarter the 
people ran to arms. In an inftant the affailants 
were repelled. The veffel, which brought themj^ 
was funk by an enormous ftone ; and the greater 
part of the detachment, either put to the fword, or 
drowned in their attemj^t to efcape, 

Thefe pett^ hoftilities, the odium of which was 
naturally thrown upon the over-a&ive zeal of infe- 
rior agents, would, in all probability, have been 
eafily gloffed over, without any further effufion of 
blood, had not the death of Henry, which hap«. 
pened unexpeftedly, after a ihort reign gf four 

years 
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years and feven months, produced a total change 
in the afpeft of public^ affairs. Two princes im- 
mediately declared themfelves candidates for the 
vacant throne— Lewis duke of Bavaria, and Frede- 
ric of Auftria, The conteft was carried on with 
great animation on both fides, but terminated in 
favor of the former. The Swifs in general, and 
the foreft cantons in particular, had viewed the 
ftruggle with anxious expeftation ; and no fooner 
was the eyent of the election known, than they 
manifefted , their joy with a degree ' of warmth 
^yhich bordered upon indifcretion. So open a dif- 
play of hoftiie fentiments gave umbrage to Leo- 
pold, who was the younger brot][ier of Frederic. 
This prince had already diftinguiflied himfelf in the 
Italian wars, and panted for an opportunity of add- 
ing frefti laurels to thofe he had already acquired. 
Nor was a plaufible pretext wanting. The differ- 
ences, which had fo long fubfifted between the 
monks of Einfiedlen, and the foreft cantons, were 
^n inexhauftible fource, from whence ambition 
inight at all times derive a fpecious plea for in- 
juftice. And it was in quality of advocate of that 
wealthy monaftery, that Leopold declared his in- 
tention of vindicating tlieir rights by force of 
arms.' 

The citizens of Zuric, who forefaw the confe, 
i^uejices wHch might arifc from an open rupture, 

exerted 
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exerted all their influence, and authority, to allay 
the riling ftorm ; and had fo far accompliflied this 
important point, that they prevailed upon both 
parties to fubmit their pretenfions to an arbi- 
tration. But their benevolent purpofe was ren- 
dered vain by the imprudence of their allies. The 
religious fociety of Einftedlen was compofed only 
of perfons of noble birth. The prevailing preju- 
dices of ariftocracy had long taught this'illuftrious 
body to view the greater part of the inhabitants of 
the foreft cantons with an eye of contempt. They 
feldom Kiet, but a quarrel enfued. In one of thefe 
accidental rencontres, a young friar having be- 
haved with uncommon infoience towards two re- 
fpeftable inhabitants of Schweitz, the republican 
pride? took fire. The affront was confidered to be 
national, and regarded as an infringement of the 
treaty. Convinced that no reliance could be long 
placed upon the profeffions of a fraternity, whofe 
aftions appeared to be governed by no fixt prin- 
ciples of juftice ; and finding that the abbot, though 
apparendy defirous of an amicable accommoda- 
tion, wanted authority to carry any point of con- 
fequence, they came to a refolution of depending 
no longer upon the flow and uncertain effefts of 
negociation, but of having recourfe to a more 
fpeedy remedy. Every thing, therefore, being 
prepared for the attack, they fell upon the convent 
in the dead of night, and carried ofi" the mofl: ob- 
noxious 
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noxious of it's member^, together with a confider- 
able booty, by way of indemnity. Nor were they 
prevailed upon to fet their prifoners at liberty, till 
they had received the moft pofitive affurances, that 
no appeal fliould be made to the imperial diet. 

It is, indeed, no eafy talk to vindicate the conduft 
of the aflailants upon this occafion, who appear to 
have afted from the impulfe of the moment, without 
fufficiently reflefting upon the confequences of their 
imprudence. Thefe, however, Avere ferious beyond 
their expectation. For the Zurickers were fo 
highly offended at* an aft, which they looked upon, 
with fome appearance of reafon, as a direft viola- 
tion of the truce, which had been effefted by their 
mediation, that they publicly declared their inten- 
tion of interpofing no longer in their favor, but of 
leaving them entirely to their fate. 

Each party now prepared for war. As a pre- 
lude to which, Frederic of Auftria prevailed upon 
the bifliop of Conftance to excommunicate his ad- 
verfaries, for their late facrilegious outrage againft 
a religious houfe of fuch celebrity. While he, not 
having as yet renounced his pretenfions to the 
imperial crown, took upon himfelf to declare them 
under the ban of the empire. On the other hand, 
the emperor Lewis, who at this time favored the 
joreft cantons out of rivalfhip to the houfe of 

. Auftria, 
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Auftria, by his influence with the archbifliop of 
Mentz, procured the interdict to be taken off, 
while by his own authority he abfolved them from 
the imperial ban, 

Lcc^old meanwhile was exerting every nerve 
to enfure fuccefs to his intended expedition. The 
town of Baden was appointed for the general ren* 
dezvous of his troops, which were drawn from 
the remoteft provinces of the Auftrian dominions* 
At the head of a numerous army he determined, 
in perfon, to enter the territory of Schweitz, by 
the defile of Morgarten, while a body of four 
thoufand men, under the count of Strafberg, was 
deflined to traverfe the mountains of Unterwalden, 
and to take the ^n^my in the rear. 

The foreft cantons began now to be fully fen* 
fible of the danger to which they were expofed, 
and difcovered, too late, that they muft look for 
no fupport, but what they could derive from the 
energy of their own exertions ; as Lewis, notwith- 
{landing all his mighty promifes, was by no means 
in a iituation to aflbrd them any effedhial aid ; and 
the formidable preparations of Auftria had fpread 
fo general an alarm, that none of the neighbor, 
ing ftates had courage to move in their defence. 
Determined, however, to perifh glorioufly rather 
than fubmit to diflionorable conditions, they re. 

jeded 
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jefted with difdain the offers which were made 
them, by the count of Toggenbourg, in the name 
of Leopold ; but which, in fact, were of foch a na- 
ture, that nothing but hoplefs diftrefe, or a fpirit 
viUfied by habitual flavery, could have induced 
any people to liften to them with patience. In fuch 
a fituation defpair gives courage to the moft unde- 
cided. Not a fymptom of irrefolution was to be 
met with. Not a heart but Idndled with the flame 
of patriotifm ; not a voice but joined in the gene- 
ral cry, of death or freedom : nor were any precau-- 
tions omitted, which were thought conducive to 
fecurity. The favor of heaven was courted 1>y 
fafts, and p^oceflions. The paffes were fortified 
with diligence. The youth was trained to the 
cxercife of arms ; while every citizen, capable of 
wielding a fword, was fummoned to the ftandard 
of liberty. Yet after every exertion^ the whole 
force which they could muftef, according to the 
beft authorities, amounted only to- thirteen hun-' 
dred men. Of thefe Uri furniflied four hundredy 
Schweitz fix hundred, and Unterwalden three hun- 
dred. But ftiU this diminutive army was animated 
with a fpirit, unknown to the mercenary tools of 
defpotifm. With perfeft refignation they looked 
forward to the event of the approaching battle^ 
which muft decide their deftiny for ever ; confd- 
eus of having difcharged their duty to pofterity, 
and fecure of never living to wdtnefs the chains 

which 
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which adverfe fortuiie might impofe upon theif 
countrj'. 

In this temper of mind, it was refolved that they 
ihould march to the confines, and meet the enemy, 
whofe route was no longer a fecrct. On the even- 
ing, which preceded their departure, a body of 
fifty Schweitzers, who during the late troubles had 
been condemned to exile on account of their poli- 
tical opinions, prefented themfclves unexpectedly 
before their afioniihed countnmen, and claimed 
the privilege of expiating, with their blood, the 
errors they had been induced to commit. It was 
an eftabliihed law, in the foreft cantons, that all 
decrees againft traitors were irrevocable. And fuch 
was the attachment of this magnanimous people 
for all ancient forms, that notwithftanding the vaft 
importance of fuch a reinforcement, the offer was 
rgefted with firmnefs. Sufpicion might perhaps 
have fon»e part in the refufal ; but whatever may 
have been the caufe, the Schweitzers remained in- 
exorable, and commanded the banifhed men to 
quit their territory without delay. 

Convinced of the Inefficacy of all further remon- 
flrances, they feigned compliance, refolving fecretly 
to prove themfelves worthy of the honour, for 
which they had in vain petitioned. No fooner, 
therefore, were they condudled to the frontiers, 

than 
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th^n they placed themfelves in ambufcade upon 
the fummit of the mountain, which commands 
the pafs of Morgarten, where by their well-direfted 
exertions, they in great meafure decided the fate 
of their country. , 

It was on the fixth of November — a day ever 
memorable in the annals . of Helvetia — ^that Leo- 
pold attempted to penetrate, through the defiles of 
Morgarten, into the territory of a people, who 
were fcarcely known beyond the confines of their 
own ftate. He was at the head of an army, which 
confidering the inferiority of the force againft 
which it was deftined to contend, might with fomc 
appearance of reafon be deemed invincible* The 
inequality of numbers,* the difference in point of 
arms, as well as in military tactics, the drcum- 
ftances of the combat, no lefs than the manner in 
which it terminated, combine to place the batde 
of Morgarten among thofe extraordinary events, 
which fometimes give an air of fable to the beft 
authenticated fafts, and which, if celebrated by 
the pen of a Thucidides, or a Livy, w^ould have 
rendered the defenders of Helvetic liberty as much 

♦ Tfchudi reprefcnts the Auftrian force at only 9000. Vi- 

toduranns makes it amount to 20,000. Several other writers 

i calculate it at 15,000, which is nearly the medium between 

the two extremes, and therefore probably more accurate than 

cither, 

the 
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the objcfts of our veneration and appkuiie, as Dd^ 
dus devoting himfelf for the lafety of Rome, or 
Leonidas dying in the firaits of Thermopolac 

Cafed in complete armour, and ahncft fecurt 
from the poiSbility of a wound, the Auftrian ca- 
vahy moved forward like an iron wall, while the 
Swifs infantry, fumilhed only with oflFenlivc wea- 
pons, waited their approach in anxious expefta- 
tion* The fbock of fuch a body, in an open plain, 
which would allow of their moving in a condenied 
mafs, even according to the common laws of me*, 
chanics, would have borne down all before it. But 
it muft be confeffed that their powers of acting 
were greatly circumfcribed by the nature of the 
country* Yet notwithftanding all difadvantages^ 
their fuperiority was fo decided, that it appeared 
not within the reach of accident to retard their 
progrefSi 

It was at the head of this formidable hoft, that 
Leopold, elate with anticipated viftory, moved 
forward at the dawn of day. The glittering armsj 
the floating plumes, the neighing fteeds, gave an 
air of triumph to his march. His cavalry, com*- 
p^fcd of the rnoft illulhious perfonages in his do^ 
minions, led the way. The infantry prefled clof« 
bchir.d, as if they were apprehenfive, that by the 
Imallcll delay, they might lofe their Ihare in the 

glories 
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glories of the field. No fooner were they arrived 
at the narrow pafe, between the little lake of Egeri, 
and mount Sattel, where the only prafticable path, 
hewn out of the native granite, hangs fufpended 
over the filver flood, than the fifty exiles who (as 
we before remarked) were pofl:ed on the fummit, 
began to roll down immenfe fragments of rock 
from the impending cliff. Thefe were accompanied 
with an inceffant fhower of fmaller ftones. Ter- 
rified and bruifed, the horfes broke their ranks. 
The eflForts of the horfemen were ineiBFeftuaL Nei- 
ther carefle3, nor blows, could perfuade them to 
advance. In an inftant the whole troop was in 
confufion. The greater part ruflied back upon 
the infantry, who were prevented, by want of 
fpace, from opening their ranks to give a paffagc 
to the difordered horfe. The tumult was without 
remedy* The mighty maffes hailed with increafing 
ruin. The foot were either trodden under -the 
hoofs of the unruly courfers, or in their efforts to 
fave themfelves, they hurled the affrighted knights 
into the fathomlefs abyfs. The little handful of 
confederated Swiis beheld with aflonifhment the 
fcene before them, fcarce daring to believe it real, 
and feizing the propitious moment, ruihed upon 
the difordered foe with their fwords and halberts, 
while by the clofeneis of the attack, they rendered 
ufelefs the long fpears, which were the mofl for- 
midable weapon of the cavalry. 
Vol. L R Thus, 
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Thus, in the fpace of a fingle hour, was the vic- 
tory complete ; and all the mighty projeds of Auf- 
trian ambition, diffipated like the mountain doud. 
The lofs of the vanquilhedwas prodigious. Tfchudi, 
an author never known to exaggerate, eftimates 
that of the cavalry alone at more than a thoufand 
men ; the. greater part of whom were of noble fe- 
milies. Other writers make it amount to a third 
more ; and neither calculation includes thofe who 
periflied in the lake, the number of whom muft 
have been confiderable. 

The joy, occafioned by this important conqueft, 
was ftill more enhanced by the trifling lofs with 
which it was purchafed ; and which is univerfally 
allowed not to have exceeded fifteen men. No 
fooner were the triumphant Swifs returned from 
the purfuit, than falling on their knees, they poured 
forth their thanks to Providence upon the field 
of battle, for this fignal inftance of divine favor. 
On the fame fpot they remained till the following 
morning, ftill miftrufting their fortune, and ex- 
pefting, every moment, that the enemy would ye- 
new the attack. 

In this fituation, a meffenger arrived with in- 
telligence, ' that the count of Strafberg, having 
crofied the Bruning with four thoufand men, had 
penetrated as far as Sarnen, and was laying wafte 

the 
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the country with remorfelels fury. The account 
was no fooner received, than the men of Unter- 
walden, accompanied by a reinforcement of one 
hundred Schweitzers, croffed the lake with a fa- 
vorable gale. Upon their landing, they were in- 
formed that the Auftrian forces were difperfed in 
detached parties, plundering and carrying off, 
whatever they could find. Nothing more fortu- 
nate could have occurred. Without lofs of time, 
they marched in fearch of the foe ; fell upon a 
body of near thirteen hundred men, which was 
occujried in pillaging Stanz, and in fpite of num- 
bers, forced them to retire with precipitation, leav- 
ing all their booty behind* Elate with fuccefe, 
and thinking nothing too arduous for courage tp 
achieve, they fcarce allowed themfelves a moment 
to breathe, but flew to meet the Auftrian general, 
who was pofted near Kufhach with the greater part 
of his army. It is a remark of Tacitus, that fear 
operates firji upon thejight ;* nor was the truth of 
the obfervation ever more fully exemplified than 
in the inftance before us. For no fooner did the 
count behold the banners of Schweitz, and hear 
the fliouts of vidory, than fufpeftLng the fatal iffue 
of the battle of Morgarten, he was feized with a 
fudden panic, and retreated, yi diforder, over the 
mountains, to Lucerne. 

* Primi in oronibos prseliis oculi, vincuntur, Tac. Germ* 
c. xliii. 

R ;2 Thus. 
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Thus was theindependance of the foreft cahtom ' 
eftabliflied by two fucceffive viftories, which were 
obtained, on their part, almoft without the lofs of 
blood. For a time, at leaft, all caufe of apprehen- 
fion ceafed, their duty to their country was fulfil- 
led, and they had now perfeft leifure to indulge the 
lefs nobler paffion of refentment, in the punifli- 
ment of thofe, w:hom they regarded, with fomc 
degree of juftice, as the authors of the war. The 
monks of Einfiedlen were the devoted objefts 
againft whom their fury was direfted. An incur- 
fion was made upon their territory, and a very 
confiderable booty carried off. Having thus 
given way to an emotion which is natural to the 
weaknefs of man, the confequence of which was to 
draw upon themfelves the cenfures of the Romifh 
church, a more pleafing duty remained to be ful- 
filled, in the juft remuneration of thofe brave men, 
to whom they were bound by every tie of grati- 
tude. With univerfal jubilee were the gallant 
exiles now welcomed back into the bofom of their 
country, and re-eftablifhed in all the rights of ci- 
tizenfliip, a recompence they had nobly merited. 
As a religious people, too, whofe minds were unfo- 
phifticated by the pretended lights of phUofophy, 
they felt everypoffible inducement to turn with rap-i 
turous exultation to the divine fourcc, from whofe 
abundant mercy their prefcnt iappinefs was derived. 
,And it was upon this principle, that the fixth of 

November 
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November was fet apart, as a folemn feftival to 
commemorate their almoft miraculous delivery to 
the lateft pofterity;* a cuftom which was reii- 
gioufly obferved by their defcendants till within 
thefe few years, in all the fimplicity of ancient 
manners. 

Glorious as were the circumftances which dif- 
tinguilhed the viftory of Morgarten, yet was it 
looked upon, by prudent men, rather as a brilliant 
triumph, than as likely to be produftive of any 
permanent benefit. The period of their fall was 
indeed procraftinated by the valor of this intrepid 
people, but it could never be fuppofed that the 
houfe of Auftria would give up the conteft, or that 
her power would prove inadequate to the accom« 
plifhment of her defigns. The difparity of force 
was too obvious for men of fenfe to indulge any 
rational hope. But they were determined to pcr- 
fevere to the laft extremity, and having once more 
affembled, they unanimoufly declared their union 

perpetual, which had hitherto been rc- 
1315. ftricled to a limited period-t Yet did they 

not as yet venture to ereft themfelves intp 

♦ According to Muller, fo late as 1776; poffibly till every 
civil and religious inftitution was overturned by the prevailing 
mania of philofophical reforni. 

t This ceremony took place at Brunnen, in Schweitz, on the 
fth of December, 1315, and was renewed in 1715. 

R 3 a» 
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an indepcndant commonwealth, or to feparate 
from the Germanic body. Their ambition was 
wholly confined to the prefervation of their libcr- 
' ties and of their laws ; which they could not flat- 
ter themfelves to accomplifli, unlefs by the con- 
tinuance of peace. 

The confequences of the late defeat were feverely 
felt at the Auftrian court ; as there were few il- 
luftrious families which had not fuffered in fome of 
it's branches. Even Leopold himfelf was fo de- 
jefted at his ill-fortune, that \ic abandoned him- 
felf to exceffive defpair.* 

In the mean time, Lewis and Frederic (for both, 
of them had affumed the title of emperor), were fo 
fully occupied with their private quarrel, that they 
found but little leifure to attend to the aflfairs of 
Switzerland. The former, however, let flip no 
opportunity of attaching the foreft cantons to his 
intereft, from their known inveteracy to 
^316. the houfe of Auftria. At a diet, held at 
Nuremberg, he put -the duke of Auftria 
tinder the imperial' ban ; and at the fame time, 
re-eft abliflied the ancient feudal connection which 

* The following paflagc is taken from Vitoduranus. Inter 
quo8 dux Leopoldiis reverfus, tanquiixn Jhfiimortuas apparuit^ »/- 
micdpra trifiitid. Quod oculis mcls.coijfpexi. 

had 
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ha4 heretofore fubfiftcd between the Germanic 
body and the foreft cantons, and which had been 
furreptitioufly transferred by Albert to his own 
family, to the prejudice of the imperial crown. 
Shortly after, and in grateful acknowledgment of 
fo valuable a benefit, they fent a reinforcement of 
two hundred men to join the imperial army in 
Italy. The emperor was fo pleafed with this mark 
of attachment, that he immediately ratified all 
their privileges by the moft explicit, and li- 

1317. beral declaration. He alfo deprived the 
count of Straiberg of the government of 

the Hajli'thal^ which was confidered as an imperial 
fief, and beftowed it upon the lord of Weiffen- 
berg, who was a firm friend to the forefl cantons. 
By thefe, and other ads of partial favor, he gained 
fo entire an afcendant over the public mind, that 
in the fubfeqijent years of his reign, he derived the 
inoft material affiftance from the aftive gratitude 
of this honeft people. 

The Auflrian provinces, which lay contiguous 

to the fcene of action, fuflfered too feverely from 

the continuance of the war, not to exert every 

poffible means to bring the contending parties 

to an amicable underftanding. And they 

1318. at length fucceeded in a great degree, 
for though they could not prevail upon 

Leopold perfonally to negociate, during the firfl 

R 4 ebullitions 
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ebullitions of refentment, yet he condefccnded fo 
far as to leave them at perfeft liberty to follow 
- their own inclinations. In cojifequence of which 
permiflion a truce very foon took place. 

This, however, was by no means fufficient for 
their purpofe. It was obvious that the few privir 
leges, which they themfelves enjoyed, had been 
long an objefl: of jealoufy to the houfe of Auftria. 
Nor could they be ignorant that the moment Leo- 
pold fhould have triumphed over the independant 
' fpirit of their magnanimous neighbors, they fliould 
themfelves be left entirely at his mercy i and it 
was natural for men in their fituation to wifh for 
fome better fecurity than that. Impreffed with 
thefe ideas, they renewed their folicitations in the 
moft fervent language, till the duke of Auftria, 
wearied out by repeated applications, confejited to 
a fufpenfion of arms, for the term of one year. 
During which, every thing was to be replaced 
upon the fame footing, on which it had been in 
the reign of Henry of Luxembourg. This was 
afterwards prolonged for five years. 

The channels of commerce were thus once mbr? 
opened, and an amicable intercourfe eftablifhed be- 
tween the contending parties. Nay to fuch a de- 
gree did all fpirit of animofity fubfide,' that (ac- 
cording to fome contemporary writers) many of 

til? 
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the high minded youths, who had drank too deeply 
of the cup of glory, to return contentedly to their . 
accuftomed toils, were induced to enter into the 
fervice of Leopold, and fought withdiftindion un- 
der his banners. . 

J 3 2 2. The power of Auftria received fo feverc 
a blow by tlie defeat and captivity of Frederic, at 
Muhldorf, in Bavaria, that all projects of aggran- 
difement were laid afide for the prefent. Thehu- 
miliation of their hereditary foe was peculiarly for- 
tunate for the inhabitants of the foreft cantons, as 
Leopold was now obliged, from political motives, 
to change his conduct towards them ; and to have 
recour% to conciliatory meafures, in order that he 
might not leave an enemy in his flank, while all 
his efforts were direfted to the recovery of hii 
brother's freedom* 

An:s:ious alfo to extinguifli every fpark of dit 
cord, he reprefented to the abbot of Einfiedlen 
the neceffity of confenting to a reconciliation. And 
in cafes like this, the wiflies of a fuperior in ge- 
neral operate with the force of laws. The abbot 
was too weak to confult his own incclinations, fo 
that in fpite of all the acrimony of baffled pride,- 
he had nothing Ipft but to obey. 



As 






2^0 HISTORY OF THE 

1323. As the period approached for the termi- ' 
nation of the armiftice between Leopold and the 
foreft cantons, Lewis artfully fuggefted that the 
moment was now arrived when they might take 
ample vengeance for their former wrongs, and 
that by uniting with Berne, their combined forces 
might give a blow to their common enemy, which 
he would with difficulty recover. Finding how* 
ever that they were indifferent to the fuggeftioiis 
of ambition, and turned a deaf ear to the propo- 
fal, he reprefented to them the great advantage he 
fliould himfelf derive from fuch a confederacy; 
thougjhi they Ihould take no aftiye part in the quar- 
rel ; and that they might thus render an effential 
fervice to him, without the fmalleft hazard to 
themfelves. Thefe arguments were cffeftual ; for 
though unwilling to rifque a certain good in the 
chimerical purfuit of glory, they felt their obliga- 
tions to Lewis, and were happy in an opportunity 
of teftifying their gratitude. The emperor too 
on his part was equally liberal. He was acquainted 
with their predominant paffion for independance, 
and omitted no opportunity to gratify it. 

The office of imperial bailiff was, however, ftill 
in exiftence ; but it was vefted in hands from 
which they could have nothing to apprehend, and 
with the exprefs declaration, that they were no 

further 
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ft^rther bound to obey the authority of their go- 
vernor, than was confiftent with the privileges 
which they enjoyed as members of the Germanic 
body. This circumftance is the more dcferving 
attention, as it is the laft inftance of the kind. The 
employment indeed fubfifted nominally ; but the 
pcrfons, by whom it was exercifed, were chofen 
from among the natives, and enjoyed a plenary- 
authority, even in cafes which were before referred 
to the paramount jurifdiftion of the emperors. 
Thus by degrees was a total feparation effected be- 
tween the foreft cantons, and the Germanic body. 
It was a conneftion by no means favorable to the 
weaker party ; and had frequently expofed them 
to imminent dangers from the artful attacks of an 
afpiring and powerful prince, but had fcarcely ever 
been produftive of any material benefits 

1324. Such, however, was the r^fllefs fpirit of 
the Auftrian princes, that no leffons of experience, 
however fevere, could long curb their enterprizing 
ambition ; and no fooner were they difappointed 
in one fcheme of aggrandifement, than they turned 
with eagernefs to another. Nor were their pro- 
jects always combined with that fagacious pru- 
dence which is indifpenfahle to fuccefs. In the caufe 
of juftice men may ftruggle againft adverfity with 
honor and reputation, but it is good fortune alone 
which can palliate ufurpation, or give a deceit- 
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fill ^lendor to acls of treachery and violence. A 
fruitlefs attempt made by Leopold to furprize the 
town of Conftance was of this defcription. The 
failure was difgraccful, and induced the inhabi- 
tants to enter into a clofe alliance with Zuric and 
Landau, and to declare in favor of Lewis. The 
conteft, however, was not of long duration. For 
the Auftrian power had not as yet recovered the 
defeat at Muhldorf, and Leopold finding himfelf 
unfuccefsful in every attempt to procure his bro- 
ther's enlargement, was at length reduced 
1325. to the humiliating neceffity of acknowledg'- 
ing his rival's claim to the imperial crown. 
Upon which Frederic was immediately fet at li- 
berty. 

1326. Leopold iiirvived this bitter mortifica- 
tion but a very fhort dme. Nor did Frederic out- 
Kvc him long. So that of Albert's numerous pro- 
geny, two fans alone remained, to divide the ample 
fucceffion, — Otho and Albert. A partition almoft 
immediately took place, when Suabia, Helvetia, 
and Switzerland became the portion of the former. 

1327. Lewis having at length eftabliflied an 
apparent calm, and thinking himfelf fecure from 
every danger on the quarter where he had moft 
to fear, embarked too rafhly in thofe fchemes of 
ambition which have at all times been produftive 

of 
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of fuch fatal confequences to the ftrength of Ger- 
many ; and eptered Italy at the head of a formi- 
dable army. Few occurrences in the annals of 
human weaknefs, refleft more poignant i^tirc 
upon the vanity of mankind, than the facrifices fo 
repeatedly made by the chiefs of the empire for 
the attainment of an objed which prefented no- . 
thing real — nothing captivating to ambition—- no- 
thing produ<Sivc of power. But which may be 
claffed with juftice among thofe fplendid chimeras, 
which in all ages, and in all countries, have not 
only feduced the weak, and giddy, from the paths 
of prudence, but have too frequently ferved as 

j Humbling-blocks to the wife. But the honor of 

I receiving the imperial crown in the capital of the 

Caefars was a temptation too ftrong to be reliiled 

I by princes, whofe intelleftual faculties* were even 

firperior to thofe with which Lewis appears to 
have been endowed. Yet no fooner had he 
croiTed the Alps, than the imprudence of his con- 
duel became manifeft to the duUeft apprehenfion. 

! The tranquillity which prevailed in Germany at 

the time of his departure, was eftabliflied upon the 
precarious bafis of terror. The acrimonious hu- 
mors were kept under by the conftant ufe of ftrong 
and adive remedies, but no radical cure had been 
eflFeded. The leaven of difcontent remained, and 
little was wanting to put it once more in a ftate of 
fermentation. Befides, the papal faftion, whom 

a re- 
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a reciprocity of interefts had more nearly con- 
nefted with the partifans of Auftria, waited only 
for a favorable moment to declare themfelves ; and 
the abfence of the emperor, whicli was peculiarly 
impolitic at the prefent crifis, feemed to afford them 
every advantage that they could poffibly defire* 

1328. Meanwhile Lewis continued to advance 
with rapid fteps into the heart of Italy. He had 
not only received the crown of Lombardy, from 
the hand? of the bifliop of Arezzo, at Milan, but 
in fpite of all the intrigues, and all the refijftance of 
John XXII, had penetrated without lofs to Rome. 
He was there welcomed with every demonftration 
of tumultuous joy by the Colonna faftion, and 
crowned in St» Peter's church by the patriarch of 
Venice. 

During his abode at Rome, Lewis hazarded a 
ftep, at which the boldcft of his predeceffors would 
probably have trembled. For in defiance of all 
the anathemas which were thundered againft hiiil 
by the indignant pontiff, he fummoned John to 
:q)pear in pcrfon before his tribunal, and to anfwer 
to the accufations which were brought againft him. 
The pope, as we may eafily conceive, had the pre- 
caution to keep out of the way. Upon this the 
emperor proceeded to his trial, and in ' a general 
affembly of the princes ar*d prelate* of the impc-* 

rial 
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rial party, having declared himguUty of every 
crime which was laid to his charge, vhe puflied his 
refentment to the utmoft extremity, and even ven- 
tured to pafs fentence of death. John revenged 
himfelf by vomiting forth excommunications and 
inter cEcts ap^inft the emperor, and his adherents, 
with the fingle exception of the poet Petrarch, i 
For fuch was the tribute paid to genius by a man, 
who according to the writers of the Gibelin fiic- 
tion, had been guilty of every crime. 

Lewis having thus carried every thing before 
him in Italy with abfolute fway, began to turn his 
thoughts once more to Switzerland ; and being 
dcfirous of giving to the foreft cantons a fignal 
mark of favor, he publiihed an imperial refcript, 
confirming all their former privileges in the moft 
precife and fatisfaftory terms. A league 

1329. too, which had lately been formed by the 
towns of Strafbourg, Bale, Zuric, Beme^ 

Fribourg, Conflance, Lindau, St. Gall, XJberlingen^ 
and Ravenfburg, for their mutual fecurity, re* 
cdved ftrong affurances of patronage, and protec- 
tion. The obje^l of this union was evidently le- 
velled againft the houfe of Auftria, and upon that 
account it had an additional claim to the 

1330. emperor's countenance. Auftria, however, 
had juft acquired a very confiderable acccf- 

fion 
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fion of power in Switzerland^ by the death of the 
count of Homburg, from whom, in default of male 
iffue, John of Hapfburg had inherited the march 
of RapperfwyL The fituation of the town of Rap- 
perfwyl, with refpeft to Zuric, rendered it an ob- 
ject of peculiar importance to a family, which 
viewed the rife and progrels of Helvetic Kberty 
\idth anxious jealoufy. Nor was Otho fatisfied 
till he had prevailed upon John, who was a weak 
and indolent prince, to refign this newly acquired 
ftate in his favor, and to hold it of him as his liege 
lord. 

A circumftantial detail of Lewis's expedition to 
Italy enters not within the compafs of the prefent 
work* It will be fufficient to obferve, that it ter- 
minated, as enterprizes of this nature have ufually 
done, in the difgrace, and difappointment of the 
' Germans»> During his abfence, the Auftrian fac- 
tion, animated by the exhortations, and excited 
by the emiffaries, of Pope John, had recommenced 
hoftilities. The imperial forces, exhaufted in the 
Italian wars, were no longer in a fituation to face 
their adverfaries. So that Lewis was in a fliort 
time reduced to purchafe peace almoft upon any 
conditions, which his enemies thought fit to im- 
pofe. But fortunately for the emperor, the necef- 
fitous ftate of the Auftrian finances had tempted 

Otho 
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Otho ta confine his demands entirely to a pecuniary 
tonfideration. The fum was indeed confiderable, 
and reduced Lewis to the grcateft ftraits. He had 
irecourfe, however, to a fyftem which was no way* 
uncommon in thofe days of fifcal ignorance, and 

, which had been rcforted to by Rodolphus, with 
very great fuccefs, with refpect to the Italian ftates* 
The; imperial claims upon ShafFhaufen, Rheinfel- 
den, St» Gall, and Zuric, were made over to the ,< 

, houfe of Auftria, as an equitable confideration. A 
propofal to which Lewis more readily confented, 
as he was highly ofiendqd with thefe towns, for the 
indifference which they had manifefted towards his 
caufe, during the late conteft. They, however, 
confidered this treaty to be an infringement of their 
chartered rights, and' objefted in the ftrongeft 
terms to the exchange. By this oppofition the ne- 
gociation was protrafted for fome time. But at- 
length, by the interceflion of the foreft cantons, 
and the remonftrances of the bifliop of Conftance, 
Zuric, and St. Gall, obtained the wifhed for pri- 
vilege of continuing under their former govern- 
ment, while Otho was prevailed upon to accept of 
Briflac, and Neuberg by way of equivalent. But 
the latter city, encouraged by the fuccefsftd ftruggle 
of Zuric, was preparing to purfue the fame line of 
condud, when Otho determined to put a ftop to 
all further refiflance by one ftriking act of feverity. 
Vol. L S fent 
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1 33 1, fcnt a ftrong detachment to take poffeffiott 
of it by force. And being mafter of the 
town, he treated the inhabitants with fo much 
rigor, as a punifliment for their oppofition, that 
the other three cities thought it advifable to avoid 
the ftorm by a prompt fubmiiGon. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

General Spirit df Difcontent*^Luceme joins the Con^ 
fedetacy-^^Abhey of Dijfentis — Zuric^^Beme"^ 
League of the Nobles^^Erlach — Battle ofLaupen. 

THE e:fcamt)le of the foreft cantons, as it is na- 
tural to fuppofe, produced a very fenfible ef- 
feft upoii the public mind. The neighboring ftates, 
which had hitherto fubmitted without enquiry to 
the form of government under which they were 
placed, by that combination of circumftances, 
which is fo frequently, and fo erroneoufly charac- 
t^rifed by the appellation of chance^ began now fc- 
rioufly to examine into the principles of all civil 
aflbciations — and in fuch cafes, from inveftigation 
to aftion the paff^ge is fliort, and the tranfition 
rapid. 

To keep mankind in a ftate of ignorance, expe- 
rience has ihewn to be a lefs difficult talk, than a 
philofophical analylis of the human intelleft would 
lead the theorift to fufpect. But to unteach them 
what they once have learnt— or in other words, to 
eflfacc from the tablet of the human njand thofe 

S 2 ideasx 
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ideas, which obfervation and rcfieftioii have 
once imprinted there, is an enterprize beyond the 
reach of defpotic power, even when combining 
with it^s molt active allies, fuperftitibn and prieft- 
craft. It is the feme with refpcct to libertyir Let 
a people once tafte the charms of being free, and 
no chains can hold them long. The terrors of 
martial law, a ferocious foldiery, with all the 
concomitant horrors of wheels and gibbets, may 
ftifle the voice of complaint, and eftabliih for a 
while that awful and tremendous calm, which by 
the tooH of tyranny is mifcalled fubmij/ion* But 
ho fooner are the troops withdrawn, than the 
flame will burft anew \ while the explofion becomes 
violent in proportion $o the compreflion it has be- 
fore experienced,^ 

With a vigilant, and jealous eye, did the Swife 
pbferve the conduft of the houfe of Auftria,. A de- 
feat, a conceffion, an overfight — every thing, in a 
word, was turned to the advancenlent of liberty ; 
while every progreffive ftep that was gained, was 
ne\Tr to be trodden back. 

It is befidcs one confequence of an arbitrary go- 
vernment frequently to accelerate it*s own down- 
fall by thofe very means which it employs to pre- 
vent it. Rigor is at belt but a precarious remedy ; 
and oftentimes inflames the humors which it is 

dellined 
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<Ieftined to fubdue. The cottduft df Albert, arid 
^f his fons, is a ftriking inftancc pf this kind. Thb 
impolitic rafhnefs of their enterprizes contributed 
more, in the courfe of a few years, to the afiran- 
chifement of Switzerland, than could have been 
accomplifhed by the gradual progrefs of philofo- 
phical improvement in ten times that fpace. For 
while by the unguarded violence of their meafureS 
they kindled a general fpirit of difefFe^ion among 
the riling order of plebeians, they almoft in an equal 
degree offended the inferior nobility, by the haugh- 
tinefs of their demeanor, and the rigor of their ex- 
aftions. It was fortunate for mankind, that upon 
this occafion pride got the better of prudence. For 
without the concurrence of the ariftocracy, every 
attempt towards eftablifliing defpotic power was 
^together impradicable. 

Befides, to fuch a degree did the ferment fpread, 
that even the hereditary provinces at length caught 
the infection, and began to reafon, and to analize. 
The ambitious projects of the houfe of Auftria, as 
they found from fatal experience, were continually 
involving them in frefli difficulties with the fur- 
rounding ftates* Even then, they were engaged 
in a deftruclive and ruinous war, in which neither 
inclination, nor intereft could have induced them 
to take a part. Under fuch circumftanccs, it v/as 
natural for them to turn their eyes with cavy to 

S3 the ^ 
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the fituation of a people, who were no longer fub.' 
jed to the capricioys will of an arbitrary mafter. 
A comparative view of their refpeftive conditions 
led them by degrees to queftion the legality of that 
power, under which they no longer bent in awful 
filence. The inquiry foon taught them to fed the 
dignity of the human charafter, and convinced 
them that Prov idence, in creating man, had called 
him t o a nobler dcftiny, than m ere ly to fuffer, and 
to obey, 

It was, however, referved fpr the ftate of Lu» 
cerne to give the firft fignal of refiftance. Their 
contiguity to the foreft cantons, made her citizens 
morefenfible of their own degraded ftate. They 
beheld with envy the emancipation of their neareft 
neighbors, and faw no reafon why an union, which 
had been produftive of fo much happinefs to Uri, 
Schweitz, and Unterwalden, fhould not fpread it's 
beneficial influence over a more extenfive fphere. 

The fituation of Lucerne is fo familiar to thofe 
who have vifited the lakes of Switzerland, that it 
can fcarce be neceflary to obferve, that it is built 
on the weftern extremity of the lake, and at the 
foot of Mount Pilate, The convenience of it's por 
fition had long rendered this city a depot for every 
fpedes of merchandize, that was tranfported be- 
tween Germany and Italy, over the rugged fum- 

mit 
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mit of the St. Gbthard ; which forms the moft cfi- 
re£l: line of communication between the twQ 
countries. 

In a former part of this work, we took occafion 
to notice the ancient conftitution of government 
which prevailed at Lucerne before the time of the 
emperor Rodolphus. During his reign^ a very 
material alteration took place ; as that prince riot 
only diffolved the connection which had fubiifted 
between that town and the monks of Murbach, 
fince the days of Pepin, but likewife deprived it o£ 
all the immunities that it enjoyed as an Imperial 
city, Albert, it is true, by way of tranquillizing 
the public mind, engaged in the moft folemn man-' 
ner never to violate the privileges to which the 
burghers could legally pretend, in confequence of 
exifting charters. But his fubfequent conduftvery 
foon evinced how little confidence was due to the 
engagements of a prince, whofe actions werie guided 
by no other principle but that of ambition. Nearly 
the whole burden of the war againft the foreft can- 
tons had been thrown upon them ; during which, 
all intercourfe with Italy was interrupted, - And it' 
was from their commerce with the ftates of Lom» 
bardy that the profperity of the Lucerners arofc;. 

Arguments like thefe are within compafs of the. 
jpoft common underftanding. But left they flxould. 

S 4 be 
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be inadequate to the purpofe, a frcfti caufe of di& 
content had bcoi lately added, which it was by na 
means eafy to obliterate. Much againft their indi* 
nation, the inhabitants of Lucerne had be&n com- 
pelled to. march to the liege of CJolmar, which was 
tuodertaken by Otha, during the emperor's abfence 
m Italy. Many objeftions were ftarted by the ci- 
tizens, on account of the expence ; but they were 
at length got the better of, and a promife given by 
the Auftrian governor, in his matter's name, for 
the reimburiement of all charges which are inci* 
dental to fuch expeditions. The campaign howi 
ever was no fooner terminated than a very difc 
fefent language was employed. The pay of the 
common foldiers was withheld, and all remon- 
ftrances upon the fubjeft treated as feditious. Be-i 
fides this, the liquidation of a confiderable fum, 
which had been lent upon the faith of Auftria, was 
peremptorily refufed, under pretence that nothing 
more had been advanced, than was due by way of 
legal contribution, 

1332, Such repeated afts of injuftice might 
have been fufficient to exhauft the patience of a 
people born in the trammels of fervitude. But 
the citizens of Lucerne had formerly enjoyed alarge 
portion of indGpendiince. They knew from expe- 
rience the fweets of liberty. In the fame perfuaflve 
fchool they had learnt alfo to regret it^s lofs;. 

Determined 



Determined no longer to ful»nit to a government 
from which they had derived no adequate ^dyan-» 
tage to compeniate for. the ill-treatment they met 
with, their views were naturally direfted to an 
umbu with thpfe cantons which had already ihakeQ 
off the yoke of Auftria, 

The firft and moft obvious ftep towards the zU 
tainment of this objeft was the fufpenfion of^aU 
iurther afts pf hoftility. But the nobles, the far 
greater part of whom were dependant upon the 
houie of Auftria, not doubting but that a pacifica* 
tion would eventually conduft to a more inti- 
mate connexion, left nothing unattempted to keep 
alive the fparks of jealoufy. Finding, however^ 
that their influence began notably to decline, and 
that the public mind was equally proof againft 
perfuafion or artifice, they refolved to fet every 
thing at ftake, and by one bold throw either to ruin 
their adverfaries, or to fink themfeives. Cabals 
were in confequence formed, and fecret conferences 
held, among the friends and adherents of the Aut 
trian faftion. Various plans were fuggefted to get 
pofleflion of the city by force, and to deliver it up 
to Otho. At length it was agreed that the confpi- 
rators fliould feize upon one of the gates, in the 
dead of night, and admit Ram/wag^ who was go* 
vernor of Rottenburg, a town belonging to the 
Auilrian family. They were then to proceed 

againfi; 
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againft the republican party with the greatcfl: few 
verity^ and fibially to fettle the conititution, as their 
refpe&ivc interefts and inclinations prompted. 

The day was fixed, and every precaution taken 
to enfure fuccefs. When the plot was difcovered 
by one of thofe unforefeen accidents, which are at- 
tributed by the philofopher to the operations of 
chance, and by the divine, to the interpofition of 
Providence. Ataylpr*sboy,wholayfleepingundei: 
the table in a room where the confpirators held one 
of their nodurnal meetings, overheard the greater 
part of their difcourfe. The youth was io alarm* 
ed, that he betrayed himfelf by thi& violence of 
his emotions ; upon this it was propofed by fome 
*of the members, who were prefent, immediately 
to put him out of the way, as the only fecu- 
rity againft a difcovery. But aK it fddom hap-* 
pens that pien are either good, or bad, in the ex- 
treme, the majority were for letting him live. 
Were it not for the inconfiftency of the human 
charafter, fuch an aft of clemency woixld be unac« 
countable in men, who but the moment before had 
been deciding calmly, and without hefitation, upon 
the deftruftion of hundreds of their fellow crea- 
tures. Happy to efcape, upon a promife of £3ence, 
th^ boy ran immediately to his friends, and gave 
diftant hints of being privy to an important fecret, 
which he was forbidden to difclofe. His whole 

(onver£itio9 
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converiation turned upon feditious affembUes, and 
armed' men, and was accompanied with an air of 
terror and myftery, which drew upon him the 
attention of the whole company. Their inquiries 
were redoubled, and enough being collefted to 
lead them to the place of rendezvous, the houfe 
was furroundfid, and the greater part of the con*, 
fpiratoni furprized. Some few, however, efcaped, 
but thought it prudentyby voluntary exile, to with^ 
draw from the firft effefts of popular refentment. 
Thus terminated a projeft that threatened Lucerne 
with the moft ferious confequences, and which had 
beep condufted with fuch care and precaution, 
that the enemies of liberty had fcarce a doubt of 
the moft compleat fuccefs. 

All apprehenfions of danger being now re- 
moved by the flight, or punittiment of the adverfc 
fa<9ion, the triumphant party now haftened to 
accomplifh the projed which they with reafon 
confidered to be their only efFedual fecurity, by a 
league with the three cantons of Uri, Schweitz, 
and Unterwalden* 

The perils, and perfecutions, to which they had 
been expofed, appeared to the citizens of Lucerne 
a compleat juftification of their conduct ; and in- 
deed could be regarded in no other light by the 
impartial world. But plaufiblc as thefe reafons 

were 
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were^ it caald hardly be fuppofcd that they would 
prove equally latisfadory to the mind o£ 
1333. Otho. All oppojkion^ in the language of a 
court, is a fynonimous term for r€beUhn^ 
And there are few reignhtig families in Europe, 
who have carried their ideas of prerogative to a 
higher pitch, than the defcendants of Rodolphus* 
The defection of Lucerne called for exemplary pu- 
nifhment, and orders were in confequence ifTued 
to the hereditary provinces, to break off all com-* 
mercial intercourfe with the rebels. The/ were 
direded, at the fame time, to keep the ftri&eft 
watch that no merchandize whatever fhould pafs, 
and to intercept and confifcate it, if ddlined fof 
the fupply of Lucerne. 

HofHlitics too were immediately commenced^ 
and carried on with every circumilance of rigor, 
that could give additional nufery to the calami-* 
ties of war. The whole country was laid vafte to 
the very gates of Lucerne ; while the burghers, on 
their part, omitted no opportunity of retalia^ting 
by frequent incurfions upon the Auflrian territory.. 
Having one day paffed the Reufs, and advanced 
incautioufly into the enemy's country, the gover- 
nor of Rothenberg took advantage of their im- 
prudence, got between them and the river, and 
falling upon a fmall party who were encumbered 
with plunder, put them all to the fwprd. After 

which 



vrliich he pofted himfelf in fa advantagcotts a po* 

fidoQ, as apparently to preclude all poffibility of a 

retreat. But nothing is too arduous for the adive 

valor of a people, who are lefe impreffed with the 

difficulty of any enterpriae, than with the neceffity 

of carrying it into execution^ To cut a way 

through the hoftile ranks was their only refource. 

k was attempted. The Auftrian commander was 

attacked, and routed^ In a few minutes he fled, 

leaving the field of battle covered with the flain* 

Thcfe little Ikirmifhes would be unimportant in a 

common war, but they ferve to fliew the deter* 

Hiined charafter of the founders of Helvetic liberty^ 

and prove that no fuperiority of numbers can avail j 

againft the efforts of defpair- - \ 

Thus the popular party was daily gaining 
ground. Every little fuccefs gave animation to 
their caufe, and taught them to look fon^ard with 
increafing confidence to more important triumphs- 

Among the rugged cliffs of the St. Gothard, not 
fiu: fropi the fourcc of the Reufs, lies the peaceful 
and romantic valley of Urferen. The complicated- 
chain of feudal dependance had rendered this fe-^ 
duded fpot fubject to the abbot of Diffentis ; 
while the ftrifteft ties of amity, and reciprocal ob- 
ligations had long united it with the gallant inha- 
bitants at the northern foot of the mountaiE. The 

abbot. 



abbot, who neither as the head of a retif^ous hbi^e/ 
nor as the ally of Auftria^ could be fufpeded of 
partiality for the new principles which Were daily 
gaining ground, determined to break off all c6n<« 
nedion with a people, who were the inveterate 
opponents of his favorite theory o f paffive obe-* 
dience, and diving rig^ht,^ A mandate was accord^ 
ingly iffued prohibiting all further intercourfe be-* 
tween them. But the hcneft mountaineers^ who 
had hitherto been accuftomed to confider thofe as 
their trueft friends and benefaftors, to whom they 
wer^ indebted for nwft of the necefiaries of life> 
which were denied them by the nature of their foil, 
and the temperature of fo elevated a iituation, were 
of opinion that the flrongeft of all ties were thofe of 
gratitude. To love our neighbors is a duty inferior 
to none but our obedience to God j and certainly 
under that title they were bound to confider thofe^ 
to whofe benevolence they were indebted for nioft 
of the comforts they enjoyed. An 6rder therefore 
fo repugnant to the precepts of gofpel charity, 
/ could not but furprize them from the mouth of a 
dignified ecclefiaftic. Obedience to their fuperior^ 
they regarded indeed, as a pofitive injunction^ 
though of inferior importance. But when twa. 
obligations came thus in contaft, they thought 
themfelves at liberty to adhere to that which ap^ 
peared to them of the greatefl: weight. Thus in- 
dination and duty for once combined, and decided 

the 
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thfe conteft in favor of benevoknce. The abbots 
who was impreffcd wi t h the higheft ideas both of 
civily an d ccclefiaftical authority^ confidered a re- 
lu£al in no other light than that of open rebelUoni, 
and collecting his vaflals with inconiiderate hafte^ 
irefolyed to chaitife the rebels into immediate fub- 
miflion* Biit a reinforcement of two hundred 
men from the canton of Lucerne foon rendered 
his projeft abortive, and forced him to retreat with 
precipitation, and with the melancholy refleftion, 
that the only effed: of his ill-concerted expedition 
was to have augmented the friends of freedom. 

The refolution, and energy, which had been dit 
played by the foreft cantons, under the moft try- 
ing circumftances, left the Auftrian princes but 
little inclination to renew a conteft, from the refult 
of which they had nothing profperous to hope. 
Indeed, their refources were now fo completely 
drained by a long feries of unfuccefsful wars, that, 
every principle of policy concurred in recommend- 
ing peace, as the only adequate remedy. Princes^ 
it is true, are ufually the laft perfons, who are made 
acquainted with their own errors. But the voice 
of truth is ultimately prevalent, and pervades even 
the moft hidden receflbs of a palace. An exhauft- . 
ed treafury, a diminilhed army, tjie murmujs of 
poverty, the cries of oirphan innocence were fuch 
convincing proofs of diftrefs^ that Otho could no 

longer 
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longer deceive himlSdf. His cy« were opened t9 
the fallacy of the fyftem which he had hitherto 
purfued ; he ihuddered at the miferies he had 
lyimfelf brought upon mankind^ and refolved to 
heal the wounds of humanity. 

Several of the hereditary provinces had ali^ady 
fiibfcribed to a truce with tfie foreft cantons for 
five years ; not only with the connivance, but 
with the confent of their fovereign, who 
1334* now feemed fo fully fatisfied of the impo- 
licy of war, that he determined never more 
to draw the fword. Circumftances too foon fur* 
nifhed him with an opportunity of giving to the 
world a ftriking, and unequivocal proof of this 
pacific fpirit* A frefti fource of difcontent having 
arifen between the fubjeds of Aujftria, and the fo- 
reft cantons, Otho appealed to the emjperor for his 
dedfion, declaring his intention of fubmitting im* 
plicitly to the fentence* Lewis upon this fum- 
m'oned the refpeftive parties to appear before his 
tribunal by reprefentatives, and having heard them 
with patience, and impartiality, he appointed nine 
perfons, of refpeftable birth, and acknowledged 
integrity, chofen in equal numbers from Zufic, 
Berne,, and Bale, to aft as mediators between them. 

The arbitration was produftive of the defiired 
calm. ., By a particular coftvention with Lucerne, 

it 
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It was fiipukted, that all pretenfions oh either fide, 
fhould lie dormant for thefpace.of three years^ 
during which period the Auftrian money fhould 
ifetain it's currency^ and every thing elfe be re- 
placed upon a legal footing, according to the 
I equitable example of former times;. 

The grounds of accommodation with Uri^ 
Schweitz, and Unterwalden were in every refpeft 
conformaUe to ancient treaties, with this fingle 
exception, that the emperor named commiflioners 
to examine ijito the validity of the Auftrian claims^ 
and after the moft minute inveftigation, confirmed 
.them by a declaratory a£ta 

The conduft of Lewis, during the whole of thii 
delicate bufinefs, does the higheft honor to his 
moderation and equity. For fuch was the impar- 
tiality of his decifion, that neither party ventured 
openly to complain^ This treaty, however, not- 
withftanding it's apparent fairnefs, was produftive 
of the moft important advantages to the citizens 
of Lucerne. Two points were gained of the 
higheft confequence to their future welfare. In 
the firft place they eftabliftied a fort of criterion, by 
which the pretenfions of Auftria might henceforth 
be regulated, with fome tolerable degree of pre* 
cifion 5 and in the fecond, they had obtained a for- 

Voul. T mal 
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mal acknowledgment of their league with the three 
united cantons. 

Meanwhile, amid the turbulence of domeftic 
ftorms, both Zuric and Berne werepurfuing with 
unremitting ardor a well digefted plan of great- 
nefs* Ihceffantly occupied, either in defeating the 
plots of internal traitors, or in refifting the more 
open attacks of their external foes, every freflt 
conteft not only afforded a freflifource of triumph, 
but fcarcely ever terminated without fome terri-- 
torial acquifition* 

But fuch, alas f is the deftiny of human affairs^ 
that eve ry progreffive ftep towar ds riches and, re- 
finemcAt is equally a ftep towards corruption and 
decays Commercial enterprize is, without any 
difpute, the parent of wealth, and the trueft fource 
of profperhy. But it is perhaps no paradox to af- 
fert, that a fpirit of traffic viay be pufhed too far^ 
Nor would it be impoflible to fiiew, that the bunian 
mind viay he fo excluftvely engrojfed in fpecuiatiom of 
trade^ as to become indifferent to every other obje^l"'* 
even to the prefervation of civil liberty. Every concern 
of life ^ in fuch afiate of things^ is reduced to calcula* 
tion* And when accumulating wealth is oppofed to de-* 
dining freedom^ it can be no matter offurprize^ifin the 

' contrasted ' 
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ibnfraded judgment of plodding arithmeticians^ tbefor^ 
merjhould fometimes preponderate^ 

The adive, and enterprifihg fpirit of the inhabi- 
tants of Zuric had produced a difparity of for- 
tune,* which was totally inconfiftent with a re- 
publican form of government* The freedom of 
the ancient conftitution began infenfibly to difap- 
pear. The members of the executive power had 
perpetuated their authority during life : though, 
in it's OTigin, it was only annual, and conferred by 
fuf&agei But left fo flagrant an ufurpation fhould 
pafs unnoticed, the fenators in general, aiOfeded an 
oftentatiou^ difplay of ariftocratic dignity, which 
was highly ofienfive to their fellow citizens. Be- 
iides, as the fortunes of the magiftrates were, in 
many inftaiices, inadequate to the dqpenUve ftile 
in which they lived, a fufpicion of venality wa^ 
the natulral confequence. With aji indignant ey0 
the people beheld this abufc of powa*. The dif- 
content was general* A reform was loudly calle4 
for. And it fogn became evident, that they w^rf^ 

* The author thinks it neccflary to obfcrvcj that it » by tL9 
tneans his intention to ihiinuatCj that a fcrfeB equality rfcmditiwi 
(the very fuppofitiou of which implies an abfurdity) is neceffkty 
in a republic. But only, that in/mall commowaceahhs^ futb as ihrf$ 
tf Snuitxerlandy any great difprofwiiun, if fortune is refttgnani to the 
^feiy frinci flies kf ^idf they exiji. 

T i prepared 
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prq)ared to rife, the very moment a leader coutd 
be found. 

* RoDOLPH Brun, who was himfelf a member of 
the executive government, had rendered himfelf 
obnoxious to his coUeagueSj by a fteady and perfe- 
vering oppofition to their ambitious projefts. With 
fecret pleafure he obferved the gradual progrefs of 
difaffecftion, and omitted no opportunity of recom- 
mending himfelf to public favor by the popularity 
of his meafures, and the apparent intereft which 
he took in the welfare of the meaneft individual. 
His friends too fpoke, in aH companies, of the re- 
fponfibility of magiftrates ; and hinted that the 
prefent mofnerit was particularly favorable for the 
corr^ftioil of thofe abufes which time invariably 
introduces ifttd thd moft perfeft plans of human 
jxoKty. T^e ftate of the pubKc treafury*too, feemed 
*to them to demand the ftrifteft inveftigation. 
•Malverfatiohs had certainly been praftifed. The 
•inquiry was neceffary for the juftificatiori of the 
innocent. None but the guilty feared it* 

' 133s* Such dodrines were too congenial to 
prevailing opinions to b^ heard with indifference. 
A regular fyftem of oppofition took place. Brun 
-.becSame the idol of the difaffecled. And an ac- 
count was loudly called for. . The ruling party, 
-" - ' - however. 
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however, were by no means inclined to yield. 
They had too long enjoyed the fweets of power, 
not to regret it's lofs. Every artifice was employed 
to divert the public attention, or to footh the acri- 
monious humors. Bribes, menaces, carpffes, were 
lavifhly difpenfed. The vain, the weak, the in- 
tfirefted were afiailed in the moft vulnerat>le part. 
But every attempt was equally \infiiccefsfuL Ex- 
perience and hiftory evince the impoffibility of long 
refitting the current, when the people are rciblutely . 
bent upon carrying any point.. 

From reprefentations and remonftrances, they. 
proceeded to more efficacious remedies ; and hav-;^ 
ingcoUefted before the fenate-Jioufc in a numerous 
body, they infifted upon the immediate diffolution 
of that corrupt jiflembly. All refiftance now be- 
came imprafticable^ The moft obnoxious mepu 
bers had no alternative but flight, to fave them- 
felves from the indignation qf a tumultuous mob ; 
while the more moderate, making a virtue of ne- 
ceffity, furrendered up their authority without opr 
pofition, and returned to a private ftation, 

A committee was immediately appointed to 
new-model the government upon a more com- 
prehenfive fcale. An arduous and important 

T3 taikJ 
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talk ! yet greedily fought after by the vanity 6f 



man.* 



In the be^ning of Auguft, the whole proceed* 
ings were Md before a general affembly compofed 
of all orders of citizens ; and before the end of the 
year a new conftitution was prepared, by which 
the people were admitted to a ihare in the admi^ 
niftration of the republic, though the Patrician fa- 
milies ftill retained the preponderance. The citi-» 
sen? were divided into thirteen claffes, or comfun 
flies ; each of which elefted a reprefentativCj or 
najlery who together with an equal number ch<^n 
by the ariftocracy, were entrufted with the wh<Je, 
executive power. The legiflative authority was 
vetted in a council compofed of twelve deputies 
from each company, and eighteen of the nobifity, 
which united with the members of the kfler coun- 

cil, conftituted an affembly of two hundred 
1336. perfons. This new form of government 

was no fooncr fanftioned by the public 
voice, than it received the approbation of the lady 
abbels, and was ultimately confirmed by the con- 
fent of the emperor, 1 337, 

* Our own obfervation muft have ihewn us, that to tlefirvy is aa 
cafy taik, and within reach of the mod common capacity ; 
while to tehuzld requires a combination of talents, and an extent 
of Yicws, which nature difiributes with a ^ery fparing hand. 

Scarce 
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Scarce had the new magiftrates taken pofieffion 
'0£ their refjpeftive fiinftions, than tlie banifhed 
nobles, who faw themfdves for ever excluded £rdin 
all offices of enfiolument, began fecretly to cabal 
among their former friends and adherents."* But 
the vigilance of the popular party difcovered their 
intrigues, before the plot was ripe for execution, 
and by the exercife of a little falutary fevcrity r^ 
eftabliihed a temporary calnu The evil, however, 
was far from being eradicated ; nor did the hoiUle 
fidion long want a powerful iiipporL 

John, count of Hapiburg, had lately been in- 
ihiced from motives of perianal fecurity to enter 
into a defenfiv« league with the ilate of Zuric 
But as the union, on his part at leafi, was founded 
entirely upon intereftcd principles, it was hardly 
to be fuppo&d that he fhould ^ hx conquer the 
inveterate prejudices of birth, and education, as to 
behold with fatisfa<9don the progreffive profperity 
of a city, wMch ranked among the moft ftrenuous 
advocates of dvil liberty. Could he embriCHl his 
allies in a war, by encouraging the noble fugitives, 
ihc event might prove favorable to hi* own plans 

* Five only of the moft odious mera%ers of the old govern- 
ment had been condenmed to perpetual exile. The reft were 
baniflxed for different, but limited periods. All of them were, 
however, equally declared incapable of every public cmploy- 

T4 of 
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of aggrandifement. Influenced by fuch motives, 
which unfortunately for the happineis of mankind 
are almoft the only ones ever liflened to in politi-. 
cal decifions, he not only received the exiles with 
dpen arms, but, without any previous^ notice, 
commenced hoftilitie^, by a fudden invafion of 
the territory of Zuric* The aggreflion was fo un^ 
expefted, and the projeft fo well condufted, that 
it might have been attended with the moft fatal 
confequences to the rifing commonwealth, had not 
a fortunate combination of circumftances moft pro* 
videntially concurred to avert the impending 
ftorm, 

Diethelm, count of Toggenburg, was at thii 
time preparing to renew a claim, which had exifted, 
for years an hereditary fource of difcord between 
his family and the houfe of Rapperfwyl ; and was 
in confequence courting the fiiendlhip of the 
neighboring ftates. Zuric, both from her topo-. 
graphical pofition, and on account of her hoftile 
fentiments towards the count of Hapfburg, was 
naturally among the firft to which he addrefled 
himfelf. Mutual intereft, the only fecure bond 
of union between ftate and ftate, gave rife to 
a mutual alliance. It was agreed, that the two 
contrafting parties flioyld begin their attack by 
falling upon the town of Rapperfwyl with their 
tombin?d forces. The attempt was immediately^ 
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made, but the garrifon being prepared to receive 

them, they were under the neceffity of retiring 

•without lofe of time. Foiled, but not difcouraged, 

their efforts were next direded againft the caftle of 

Grinau, a fortrefs upon the lake of Zuric, where 

John had fliut himfelf up, with the fixed refolutioa 

of defending it to the laft extremity. Finding, 

however, that the advances of the enemy were 

flow, and irregular, he took advantage of their 

fupineneis to attack their quarters by night, and 

fucceeded fo £ir that they abandoned their camp 

in the utmoft confufion, leaving the count of Tog- 

genburg a prifoner. But no fooner had they re- 

covered from this momentary panic, than they 

felt all the! ignominy of their flight, and refolved 

unanimoufly to redeem their honor by refcuing 

their general, or to perifli in the attempt. The 

battle was in confequence renewed at the return 

of day, with the moft intrepid vigor on both fides. 

The allies ruflied forwaird with dauntlefs courage, 

endeavoring to pierce the enemy's line, and to , 

bring back Diethelm in triumph. Count John, 

on his part, was no lefs diftinguifhed by his per- 

fonal prowefs than by his conduct as a commander* 

He fell at the head of his cavalry, as he was 

rallying them for another charge. Deprived of 

their gallant leader, and difpirited by his I0J&, 

the troops gave way, and fled in diforder to the 

fbrtrels. Dicthdm was ftiU a captive Nofoower 

did 
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<iid the foldicrs perceive him, than all their fury 
was dwefted againft him. " Let us revenge our 
'« gallant leader I" was the general cry. With 
frantic tumult they ruihcd upon the defencelefs 
warrior, and pierced by a hundred fwords, he fell 
the victim of their unbridled fury. 

A war condufted with fUch favage ferocity 
threatened the moft fatal iffue- But the Auftrian 
princes continued firm in their pacific intentions^ 
and exerted their powerful influence to induce the 
children of the deceafed count of Rapperfwyl to 
confent to a reconciliation with Zurlc, 

A meafure of fuch manifeft prudence received 
the concurrent fupport of the emperor, and an ac- 
commodation was at length brought about, upon 
reafonabie terms. The Zurickers w^re induced to 
reftore their fequeftered property to the exiled 
nobles, upon the payment of a ftipulated fum by 
way of indemnification for the expences of the 
war. Hopes too were held out to them of fome 
further mitigation in the feverity o£»the decree, by 
which they had been condemned, provided they 
refrained from all further ads of hoftility. 

While Zuric was thus engaged in an honorable 
conteft, in defence of her deareft rights, Bbrnb 
was ftruggliftg with equal perfeverance, and ftill 
'■- ' greater 
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greater fuccefs, againft the hoftile attacks of her 
jealous and implacable neighbors. But as the war, 
m which Ihe was now on the point of engaging, is 
one of the moil memorable, which ever ferved to 
diiplay the courage of the Helvetic confederacy, it 
may not be improper to take a retrofpedivc view 
of the internal fituation of this rifing republic, 
from the beginning of the fourteenth century. 
Such an inquiry will throw an additional light 
upon the fubjeft before us, and will befides enable 
us to form a jufter eftimate of the reipective views 
of the contending parties. 

We have already been made acqudnted with 
the origin of Berne, as a free, and imperial city^ 
and have feen that it's primitive inhabitants were 
^For the moft part compofed of peoide who fought 
un afylum againft the perfecutions of tyranny. 
Among thefe, we irtay diftinguifli no inccmfiderable 
proportion of noble families. • , 

It is wdBi known, that at the period which w© 
are dcfcribing, perfons of illuftrious defcent had no 
other occupation but arms. This military genius, 
which oould with difficidty be direfted to the pur^ 
fuits of fcience, or the fpecuhtions of commerce, 
was wakefully alive to every occafion which af^ 
forded the fainteft promifc of eventual gtory. 
Whatever therefore could be deemed ofienfive to 

pride. 
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the pride, or injurious to the intcrefts of the ftate, 
was feized upon with avidity, and if poffible mag- 
nified into a valid caufe for national interference- 

* The rapid progrefs, and growing ftrength of 
this flouriihing republic excited the general envy 
of the furrounding ftates. They beheld with jea- 
loufy the profperity of a people, whofe happinefi 
was the refult of a government the very reverfe of 
their own, and which reflefted the fevereft cenfure 
upon their adminiftration. In enunierating the 
enemies of civil liberty, it is a lmo ft invariably our 
lot to mention the princes of the houfe of Auftria, 
As ufual they appeared at the head of the hoftile 
phalanx ; for having long looked upon Switzer* 
land as the deilined prey of their inordinate, am- 
bition, every ftep towards independance was con- 
fidered to be a frefli invafion of their own pre- 
Togatives^ -#m^/^ ^j^^^-^ ^/r/^^/a "7Jr/5£^ 

The citizens of Fribourg were animated with 
the fame fpirit of inveteracy. Jealoufy had ren- 
dered them the determined enemies of freedom^ 
fince they had fo ignominioufly parted ^ith their 
vOwn. 

To thefe may be added all that defpicable tribe 
4of petty tyrants, who fwarmed in the adjacent 
country. Men difUngidlhcd only by the violence 

of 
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of their principles, and the atrocity of their crimes. 
They had long infulted their fellow-creatures with 
impunity, and were not only the foes of indepen- 
danc^, but the declared enemies of mankind. 

Fortunately, however, for the profperity of 
Berne, the hereditary feuds, which difunited the 
greater part of her adverfaries j were too obftinate 
to peitnit them to engage in any common plan. 
The i^irit of animofity in this cafe pf eva3ed ovet 
the fuggeftions of intereft. And it was in general 
iufficient that a projed fhould have been fuggefted , 
by one baron, for it to be rejeAed by another. 
The houfe of Auftria too, from the beginning of the 
century, had been occupied with views of higher 
importance, and had found conftant employment 
for her arms, without interfering in the internal 
politics of Berne. 

Secure from any apprehenfions on the part of 
their moft formidable enemy, the Berners expe* 
rienced but little difficulty in reducing the reft. 
Caftle after caftle fell into their hands, and was 
levelled with the ground. For thefe prudent re- 
publicans, by way of guarding againft every pof- 
fible viciffitude of fortune, refolved, fo far as the 
fphere of their power extended^ to eflface thefe re* 
ceptades of plunder from the earth. 

We 
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We muft not however ima^ne that this rapid 
progrefs in the career of glory was effeftcd withotrt 
foreign aid. A combination of interefls had fur* 
nifhed the republic with powerful allies* Among 
thefe we may enumerate the duke of Savoy, the 
town of Soleure, and the foreft cantons. The for-- 
. mer,indeed,both from the extent of his dominions^ 
and his internal refources, was capable of affording 
the moft effectual fupport. But the latter com* 
penikted for every deficiency by the energy of 
their exertions in the field, and their fidelity in 
obferviag their engagements. Part of the Valais, 
the biihop of Sion, with the towns of Morat, 
Biennc, and Laupen, took part alfo in the confe- 
deracy.* 

No means which a well direded policy could 
fuggeft, or any favorable combination of event$ 
could offer, were neglefted by thefe wary republi- 
cans to extend the limits of their rifing ftate. 
And opportunities frequently occurred for the 
completion of their darling projeft. Exhaufted by 
war, or embarraffed through want of economy in 

* The league with the Valais bears date in 1250. That with 
the honfe of Savoy in 1295, and it was renewed in 1330. With 
Laupen in 1304. With Biel 1306. With Solcure 1309 and 
1351, With the foreft cantons 1323; and with Morat 1333. 
Settlfr, Tfchudi. 

the 
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the adminiftration of their finances, the neighbor- 
ing princes had often recourfe to the wealthy Ber- 
ners in the moment of diftrefs- The prompt li- 
berality with which they at all times came forward 
to alleviate the wants of others, rendered their 
grateful creditors lefs attentive to the motives,from 
which this apparent benevolence arofe. For in 
truth, it was only apparent ; and proceeded more 
iirom political fpeculations,and a refined fpirit of cal- 
culation, than from hearts overflowing with charity^ 
and silive at the call of humanity. We conceive, 
indeed, that there is no inflance upon record, of 
any aififtancc afibrded by the prudent Berners to 
their indigent allies, except upon fuch fecurity as 
rendered the default of payment a mofl defirable 
event. Nor were they ever backward in taking 
poffeflion of the mortgaged territory, fo foon as 
the conditions of the agreement furnilhed a pre- 
tence. They are fuppofed likewife to have been 
no ftrangers to that infidious policy, which is im- 
puted by the Gredc hiftorians to Philip of Mace- 
don ; and are faid to have conquered almoft as 
frequently by their purfes, as by their fwords. 

Ever true to the fame principle, they gradually 
extended their jurifdidion at the eacpence a£ their 
lefs cautious neighbors j and provided the objeft 
was accompfifhed, they do not appear to have 

been 



been over fcnipulous with refpeft to the means b^ 
which it was obtained. 

In the year 1308, or four years after the alliance 
was formed between Berne and Laupen, they got 
poffeffion of the latter town, by way of fecurity for 
fifteen hundred marks of filver ^ lent by the republic 
to the count of Stralberg. And in 1 3 24, the caftlc 
was likewife ceded to them by Peter of Thurn, as 
fecurity for three thoufand marks. Thus too, in 
jthe fpace of a few years, Arberg, Thun^ and Burg- 
dorfy became fucceffively the prey of this afpiring 
'commonwealth, by the united influence of arms 
and money. And fo univerfally was this fpirit of 
ambition difFufed among all ranks of people, that 
funds were never wanting for the aggrandifement 
of the republicJ But if at any time the public 
treafury was found inadequate to the accom^liih- 
ment of the objed in view, the deficiency was 
amply fuppHed by the patriotic donations of a 
people, in whom the love of their country was pa*^ 
ramount to every other paffion** 



* A very llriking inftance of this public fpirit was dilplayedby 
the Bcrners in I384j when they nobly confented to facrifice a 
twentieth part of their property, in order to liquidate the heavy 
debt, with which the republic was at tha^ time aggrieved. 

Fufly 
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Fully fenfible of the great advantages which 
muft accrue to the republic from this patriotic 
ardor, and anxious to fupport a fpirit which is the 
parent of heroic deeds^ it was an invariable rule 
with the government to puftifh with.the moft rigid 
feverity, every aftion which could tend either to 
diminifh the credit, or to fink the reputation of 
the warlike nobles. In the execution of this duty^ 
they were indeed fometimes led to confound the 
honor of individuals with the honor of the ftate, 
and to revenge their quarrels, or defend their 
rights with a degree of animofity which frequendy 
bordered upon injuftice-* Candor muft, however^ 
admit that fuch partiality was founded upon a 
principle of gratitude, which did honor to the na* 
tional charafter, as it was never proftituted to un- 
deferving objefts, but referved alone for thofe, 
who had rendered effential fervices to their coun* 
try. This fyftem, befides, was beneficial to the 
commonwealth in another point of view, for by 
raifing the privileges of the ariftocracy, it induced 
many of the furrounding barons, upon .the firft 

* In 1351, Hans Senno^ a diiliiiguiihed knight, having killed 
the curate of Dielbach, the republic, inftead of punifhing the of- 
fender, immediately laid fiege to the town of Diefbach^ under 
pretence that the friends of the deceafed had rejefted all over* 
tures .towards an accommodation; a ilrange excufe indeed for 
an unjuft adion ; but fuch however as ambition is never at a 
lofs to find ! 

. Vouh V xnenace 
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menace of hoftilitics, to fubmit to the power of 
Berne, and to put themfelves, in quaKty of co-* 
burghers, under the proteftion of that republic^ 
rather than rifk eventual ruin by perfevering in 
the unequal conteft. Thus we find the lord of 
Scnn, after the deftruftion of his caftle, becoming 
a citizen of Berncr Thus too ended a long znd 
bloody contcft with the houfe of Weiffenberg, fa 
foon as the prudent chief had fufpended the keys- 
of his fortrefs in the market place of Berne, in 
token of his fubmiflion to the republic-/ The com- 
munity of Hafli, over which the Weiffenberg fa- 
mily had long prefided as imperial prefefts, foon 
followed the example, and yielded to the authority 
of a people, by whom they had been frequently pro- 
tected againft the tyranny of an oppreflive mafter^ 

So uninterrupted a career of profperity gave 
fuch animation and energy to the charafter of the 
Berners, that they no longer regarded any enter- 
prize as too arduous to be attempted ; but march- 
ed to battle with a confidence and intrepidity that 
enfured fucccfs. To ftorm a caftle was confidered 
as an amufcment for the occupation of an idle 
lumr. It was a fchool in which the young nobility 
contended with each other, and imbibed, an ardor 
for martial deeds, as the heroes of Greece were 
trained to glory in the Ifmean or Olympic games^ 

Mahary 
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Military exploits, of every defcription, are wont 
to command our admiration. By their dazzling 
fplehctor they captivate the mind, and fcarce leave 
tis leifure to examine into thie motives from whence 
they fpring* And yet in feft this conftitutes their 
charaderiftic merit. It is the juftice of the caufe 
alone which can make war a duty. The people 
who fight for their religion, their liberty, and their 
laws, are fulfilling a facred obligation. While the 
hoft that move^ to battle, allured by the hope of 
plunder, or tempted by mcrcehary pay, diflFers but 
little from the profeffional affaffin, who murders 
for the acquifition of a purfe* The Decii, devot- 
ing themfelves for the falvation of their country, 
however ftrange fuch an atftion might appear in a 
modern general, will for ever command the fym* 
pathetic plaudits of the generous and the brave ; 
Vrhile the chimerical ehtei-prizes of Alexander, or 
Charles the twelfth, may excite the admiration of 
the vulgar, but can nevei* intereft the fenfibility of 
the more enlightened* 

Yet wkat^ver may be oiiir. fdntiments with re-* 
ipeft to the policy of Berne, it was fcarcely poffibli 
for the neighboring princes to contemplate thi^ 
Ipirit of aggrandifement with an eye of indiffer* 
ence^ Without fonae effedhial exertion, their ruift 
wa« inevitable. No alternative was left, but to 
^ * V2 fall 
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fall fucceffively a prey to this ambitious repttbUcT^ 
or by a combination of interefts, and an union of 
forces, to check her proud career. A league was 
in confequcnce formed, into which moft of the fur- 
rounding barons, and many of the drcumjacent 
cities were induced to enter, either from motives 
of envy, or from motives of fear. This confe- 
deracy was flrongly fupported by the houfe of 
Auftria, and even received the fecret countenance 
of the emperor himfelf. But fuch was the idea 
which univerfally prevailed both of the courage 
and power of Berne, that her enemies did not 
tliink it advifable to commence the meditated at- 
tack, till from the extent and nature of their pre- 
parations, they confidered her deftruftion as in- 
evitable* 

The fituation of Berne became eveiy day more 
critical. She faw the ftorm which was gathering 
in every quarter, and though doubtful of her ca- 
pacity to refift, refolved to meet it with firm- 
nefs. It is with pleafure we contemplate her con- 
duA in this trying moment — ^the welfare of thou- 
fands depended upon the decifion ; for had he? 
enemies prevailed, the Helvetic confederacy muft 
have fallen to the ground, and one of the happieft 
afylums of civil liberty been blotted from the 
earth for ever. 

Having 
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1338. Having had occafion to mention the 
name of the emperor among the favorers of the 
hoftile league, it will be neceffary to examine into 
the caufes which occafiond this fudden alteration 
in his political fentiments, as we have hitherto 
feen him, upon* every occafion, manifeft the moft 
ftriking partiality for the free inhabitants of Hd* 
'vetia. 

Superftition, which is ever the prominent fea* 
-lure of an unenlightened age, formed an effen- 
^ial part of the charafter of the Berner?. No 
fooner was Lewis fallen under the cenfures of the 
.Romifli fee, than they fliuddered at the bare idea 
of maintaining any correfpondence ^dth an excom- 
municated prince- Perhaps too, their minds were^ 
not fo entirely biaffed by religious fcruples, as to 
be infenfible to fuggeftions of a more worldly na- 
ture. The moment might appear favorable to 
ihake off every veftige of dependance upon tte 
imperial throne ; and deviating from f heir wonted 
prudence, they may not have duly confidered the 
incalculable advantage of the emperor's counter 
nance, and fupport, in every conteft with the 
houfe of Auftria. The defeAion of his ancient al- 
lies, in fo trying a fituation, carried with it an ap- 
pearance of ingratitude, which it was by no means 
jeafy to ^cufe. The generous heart of Lewis was 
fully fenfible of the injury. It made a lafting inv- 

U3 preffiou 
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preffion upon his mixld. He had formerly ad* 
mired the Helvetic nations as the friends of free- 
4om — ^he henceforth defpifed them a3 the flave$ of 
^terefl:,* 

The town of Nidau was fixed upon for the at 
fembly of the confederate priuces. The enemies ' 
of Berpe poured in from every fide. Various were 
their motives of complaint, but unanimous w^as 
the refolution of revenging the common wrongs. 
At the head of the league flood Everard of Ky- 
burg, a dependant; of thg houfe of Auftria% A 

* Though it is by no means our intention to enter minutely 
into the hiftory of Germg^ny, which would carry us into toc^ 
wide a ,field, yet having been led, by the chain of events, to 
take notice of the animofity which fubiifted between the Pope 
and Lewis, it may not be foreign to our fubjeft to remi^k the 
difference which two centuries and a half had produced' upon 
the public mind. Not all the fplendid qualities of Henry the 
fourth could ftruggle fugcefsfully againfl the prefumptuous in- 
folence of an ambitious monk. But in the year 1338, whetv 
Lewis had made a lad, but ineffedual effort to appe^fe the rc- 
fentment of Bcncdift the twelfth, he afTcmbled a diet at Frank- 
^rt ; when it was declared to be a (landing law of the empire, 
that the perfon, chofcn by a majority pf the cleAors to be king 
of the Rpmans, was^ entirely independant of the papal fee ; and 
that neither the confent, nor confirmation, of the fovercign pon- 
tiff were in the leaft degree necefTary for the legal exercife of hi^ 
authority. It was at the fame time enadled, to be high treafon 
barely tp affirm that: the pope had a right to depofe the cm- 
.pcror. 

mm 
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jian of a refileis ambition, but of an irrefolnte 
temper ; abandoning through caprice what he had 
undertaken haftily. His hiftory is varioully re- 
lated, but it appears, from the beft authorities, that 
having murdered his elder brother, in a domellic 
quarrel, he took pofleflion of the principality /of 
Thun. An alliaj>c^ with the compionwealth of 
JBerne appearing at that time, the .moft probable 
jneans of giving ftability to his ufurpajtion, he was^ 
>at his earneft requ^ft, admitted a co-burgher of that 
rifing ftate. Some pecuniary aid was likewife ad- 
minifterod. In return for which, he mortgaged 
the city of Thun, with all it's dependaneies, to his 
new allies. But havijig at length eftaWiihcd his 
authority upon a more folid bails, and being de- 
firous of recovering the family domain upon the 
eafieft terms, he renounced all connedion with the 
republic, and placed himfelf ^ thje head of ,th0 
hofUle cojifederacy,. 

Rudolph of Nidau, and LevWs of Neuchatel al- 
Jcdged that the Berners had given an afyhim to 
feveral of their rebellioua fubjeds, and had admit- 
ted than to the freedom of their city^ 

Peter, count of Gruyercs, complained of the non- 
payment of a debt, which was due to him from 
the Icard of Weiffenberg, who proud of his dc- 

U 4 gradation. 
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gradation, (for fiich it was termed by his enemies), 
had treated all his applications with ne^eSL Nor 
had the repeated remonfirances, which he had 
made to the repubfic, been produdive of any be- 
nefit, 

Even the town of Fribourg, influenced by a fer- 
vile complaifance for the confederated barons, ap- 
peared in the hoftilc league, demanding the im- 
mediate reflitution of the caftle of Laupen, which 
had been lately awarded to them by an imperial 
decree ; but which the Berners flill perfifted to re- 
tain* In a word, fo precarious was the fituation of 
Berne, that every rival ftate was anxious to feize 
this opportunity of humbling her prid^, and fetting 
bounds to her increafing powen 

l^o fooner had the aflembled princes delivered a 
ftatement of their refpeftive grievances, than it 
was voted, by unanimous confent, that the exift- 
ence of Berne was incompatible with the public 
fafety. That it was clearly the objeft of that am- 
bitious commonwealth to deftroy all the preroga- 
tives of tjie independant nobility, and to reduce 
them to the degrading condition of vaflals. And 
that nothing but their intimate union could coun- 
teraft this dangerous projeft, and fupport the caufe 
pf ariftocracy againft fuch bold and artful attacks. 

In 
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In confequence of this declaration, they con- 
firmed their alliance by oath ; and havings mutually 
engaged to perfevere in the conteft, till the deftruc- 
tion of the common enemy was accompliflied, and 
having named Gerard of Valangin, the imperial 
prefed, their leader, they at length feparated to 
prepare for the projeded expedition. 

So powerful a coalition could not fail to fpread 
univerfal confternation among the inhabitants of 
Berne. Nor could they refleft upon the vaft dif- 
parity of forces, without trembling for the event. 
Yet they by no meaijs gave way to defpain But 
determined to perfevere to the laft extremity, and 
rather to bury themfelves under the ruins of their 
fortifications, and perifli glorioufly with arms in 
their hands, than condefcend to terms which were 
derogatory to their honor, or inconliftent with 
their independance. However, that they might 
omit no opportunity of diverting the ftorm, they 
had recourfe to negociation, hoping by partial con- 
defcenfions to difunite the confederates. To the 
emperor, they gave the moft unequivocal affurances 
of fidelity and attachment ; promifing, at the. fame 
time, to reinftate him in all his juft prerogatives 
the very moment he was reconciled to the church. 
The counts of Kyburg, Nidau, and Gruyeres, re- 
ceived offers of the moft ample indemnity ; al- 
though the demands of the fecond were- by no 

inean$ 
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;neans reconcilable with thofe privileges wMch 
lad been confirmed by a fucceffion of emperors. 
But to the Friburgers they appealed as friends ; 
reprefenting, by the mouths of their delegates, 
the imprudence of their prefent conduct. In the 
moft glowing colors they painted to them their 
real interefts ; which ought to have induced them 
as an independant people to embark in the fame 
caufe with themfelves, inftead of paving the way 
for their own fubjugatipn, by the fupport they 
were fo improvidently giving to the d^gerou* , 
views of ariftocracy. 

Not fatisfied with thefe partial applications, they 
publifhed a juftification of their conduct, in which 
they endeavored, by the moft plaufible argu^ 
ments, to fhield themfelves from the imputation 
of ambition. They called God, and the whole 
world to'witnefs the integrity of their hearts, and 
the eqtlity of their proceedings ; afferting that they 
. had never been the aggrtflbrs in any war, but had 
invariably taken up arms in vindication of tho& 
rights which nature, and reafon taught them to 
. revere. They concluded by affirming, that though 
notliing was further from their wiflies than to dif- 
turb the tranquillity of Helvetia, they were re- 
jTolved to defend their independance againft every 
unjuft aggreffion, and to ceafe to exift^ when they 
leafed to be free. 

The 
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. The reader, we apprehend, w31 hardly cx^peS: 
that fuch prudence and moderation could b^ 
productive of the moft trifling benefit. Confe* 
deracies, of the nature of that we are now at* 
tempting to defcribe, have in general other vkws 
befides the redrefs of grievances. And when an 
attack is once refolved upon, ft is not the cry qf 
humanity, nor the voice of truth, which will re- 
tard the march of the belligerent armies— On the 
contrary, every inftance of forbearance, on the fide 
of the weaker party, is confidered as an indication 
of fear, and operates rather as a temptation to 
haflen the attack, than as an inducement to retard 
it. 

Such w^re now the fentiments of the allies, in 
the profecution of which they were ftiU further 
encouraged by the interefted infinuations of the 
houfe of Auftria. So that infl:ead of fiftening, with 
a favorable ear to the overtures which were made, 
they rejefted them with difdain and infult, as is 
too frequently the cafe with men, who confider 
their triumph as fecure. 

.1339. The Berners no fooner found all their 

efforts ineffeftual, than they prepared to meet the 

. ftorm with becoming fpirit. The council aflembled 

under the prefidency of John of Bubenberg, and 

.tame to a refolution, Tbat having done every thing 

which 
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reconciling contending duties, and unwiBing pef^ 
haps to forfeit his eftate, if it be allowable to fu6 
pe<9: a patriot of being influenced by worldly mo-* 
tives, he prefented himfelf before the count of Ni«i 
VJau^ requefting his permiffion to fly to the afliftance 
of Berne. The count readily confented, proudly 
obferving, that in a hoji^ like his^ the abjence of one 
vian was immaterial. Erlach withdrew, replying 
with confcious dignity, *' / hope at leqft to prov4 
that lam a man.^* 

The remembrance of his father's deeds, added td 
Ills own reputation, at once decided the council to 
offer him the command. To fo flattering a mark 
of puWic confidence he replied with that candor, 
which is the infeparable companion of real merit ) 
and nearly in the following words. " No one^ mf 
*' valiant countrymen^ can be morefenfible than I am^ 
*' to the honor you confer upon me^ nor can any one feel' 
" more deeply the importance of the trtijt. Though fo 
*' lately arrived among you^ I am no fir anger to the in^^ 
^ feriority of your forces^ but I am acquainted with your 
*' courage alfo^ and knowing that, can I defpair offuc^ 
** cefs ? Tet before I confent to undertake the weighty 
*' charge, I mufi be affured of the mofi implicit deference 
** to my commands ; for it is no lefs to the exoEtnefs of 
^ our difcipline, than to the vigor of our amis^ that 
" we muji look fir viffcry.'* 

Aloud 
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A loud acclamation, fpontaneoufly burfting from 
the admiring crowd, teftified the general affent. 
For with God, and Erlach on their fide, they werd 
convinced they had little to apprehend. Turning 
then to his brave countrymen, he inquired, when 
they would march. The reply was, *' to^morrow*^--^ 
" How Jhall we fight f was his next queftion t 
they anfwered, ^ to the lajl manJ* 

Nothing now remained but to haften to the re- 
lief of Laupen, which had hitherto defended itfelf 
with obftinate courage. In vain the confederates 
had felefted their braveft troops for the aflault, 
the garrifon repelled their attacks with a degree of 
refolution which precluded every hope of taking 
it by ftorm. The fiege was therefore converted 
into a blockade. And the allies confident that 
every attempt to introduce fupplies mufi: prove 
abortive, already looked upon the fortrefs as their 
own. Berne, on her part, had not been idle. De- 
puties had been difpatched into all the neighbor-' 
ing cantons to follicit fuccors from the friends of 
freedom. But fuch was the terror which accom- 
panied the march of the allies, that her applications 
were in general received with cold neglect ; and 
to forbear engaging in the hoftile bands, was re- 
garded as the utmoft term at which political friend- 
fhip could arrive. The forcft cantons, however^ 
were not fq eafily appaBed/ Ever awake at the 

caU 
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call of liberty, they immediately difpatched mrid 
hundred of their braveft warriors to the aiOiftance 
of their diftreft ally-^— all chofen rnen, accuftomed: 
to face the Auftrian cavalry with fearlefs intre- 
pidity, and animated with an ardor unknown to 
the venal flaves of defpotifm. Soleure too fent 
eighty horfe. Her own precarious deftiny left no 
more at her difpofal — while the count of Weiflen-^ 
berg led fix hundred in perfon. Thefe, added to 
about four thoufand natives, compofed the whole 
of Erlach^s force* To which was oppofed an army 
of not lefs than thirty thoufand men •, commanded 
by Gerard of Valangin, as imperi^yi plenipoten-r 
tiary, and Rudolph of Nidau, the Auftrian pre-^ 
feci. Under thefe ferved count Peter of Arberg, 
Lewis of Neuchatel, Peter of Gruyeres, with a va- 
riety of knights and barons, from Alface, Helvetia, 
Suabia, and Burgundy. As yet the count of Ky- 
burg had not joined the confederates ; but was 
occupied in arming his numerous dependants in 
Alface, where he poffeffed a very extenfive in- 
fluence. On the eve before the bajtle, John count 
qf Savoye arrived in the camp of the allies, at- 
tended by one hundred knights. He had been fent 
by his aged father to mediate peace. But the 
young nobility were too much elated with their 
approaching triumph to liften to the propofal. On 
the contrary, they employed fuch plaufible argu- 
ments to perfuade the ill fated youth that the 

enemy^ 
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enemy would fubmit without refiftance, that they . 
prevailed upon him in an, evil hour to join they: 
toft. 

On the 2ift of June, at the dawn of day, the 
army marched out of the gates of Berne— Bafel- 
windi 21 prieft equally refpeftable for his age, and 
fanftity, bore before them the confecrated hoft. 
The ramparts were crouded with the fathers, 
^ives, and children of thofe to whom the falva- 
lion of their country was committed. They 
viewed thena, in imagination for the laft time, as 
they afcended the hill, and gazed with the tender- 
eft emotions upon the martial band, till interven- 
ing woods obfcured their progrefs,.and feparated 
them perhaps for ever. Meanwhile the affembled 
ienate waited in anxious expe<ftation for the re* 
turn of meffengejs from .the iield of battle; pre?- 
pared, in all emergencies, to provide for the exi- 
gencies of the ftatQ. While the wives, and mo- 
thers, proftrate before the altars, implored the 
prote<5lion of -their patronifing faint for -thofe 
whom love and duty had rendered the objefts of 
iheir tendereft affe6ibns. 

About noon, the republican army took poft 
upon an eminence, at a fmall diftance from xh^ 
town of Laupen. Here Erlach refreflied his troops. 

YovJ. X Nothing 
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Nothing material happened during the reft of the 
day. It pafled in awful espedation on the fide of. 
the Bcrners, in exiiltation and infult on the part 
of the confederates. Whilcj knights from both 
armies occafionally provoked each other to dduU 
tory combats, which ferved to difplay the (kill 
lind proweis of individuals, without procuring any 
material advantage to either party. Towards 
evening the combat began. Confcious of the vaft 
fuperiority of the enemy in taftics, as well as in 
numbers, Erlach had recourfe to that mode of at^ 
tack which in more modern times has rendered the 
fcientific difplay of military evolutions an object 
rather of parade, than of utility. It was his plaq 
to fight, and not to manoeuvre. The men from 
the foreft cantons were, at their particular requeft, 
oppofed to the Auftrian cavalry. It was the poft 
of dagger, and was due to their active z^I, 

As he led them to the charge, Erlach addreffecj 
his trpops in a fhort, V)ut animated fpeech, which 
was calculated to awaken courage in the coldeft 
bofom. But his moft impreffive eloquence was in 
his owp example. He marched undaunted at their 
headi — he ihewed them the rpa4 to glory ; and 
daftardly muft have been th? foul, which Ihrunk, 
from danger with fuch a leader.* 

^1 Simler, TfchudL 

Afeiea 
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A feleft troop, compofed entirely of the citizen^ 
of Berne* began the attack, by difcharging thred 
voUies of ftones upon the adverfe foot. The fliock 
was violent. The enemy fell back, unable to main- 
tain their ground. But inftead of purfuing his 
advantage,, Erlach commanded this body, by a 
rapid movement, to take poffefSon of an eminence, 
^vhich the enemy had improvidently ncglefted 
to occupy. Nothing now could be more favor* 
able than the pofition of the Berners. But fo pre. 
carious is the chance of war, that the very circum- 
ftance, which according to the moft probable com- 
bination of events, ought to have decided the for- 
tune of the day in their favor, had nearly proved 
their ruin. For the rear of the army, miftaking, 
through inexperience, the motive of their ge- 
neral^s conduA, conceived that the firft line had 
been repulfed, and that they were already retiring 
from the field. Panic-ftruck at the fight, they 
thought it time to' provide for their own fafety, , 
and fled, without a moment's refledion, to the 
neighboring woods. The confufion was growing 
univerfah Ifhe alarm fpread. But Erlach per- 
ceived the danger. One expedient was left him/ 
With a prefence of mind, which would have done 
honor to the moft celebrated hero of antiquity, he 
rode through the ranks, and pointing to tke 
fugitives, exclaimed in a tone of exultation — 
** The dafs- our own ! our triumph is decided! For - 
' X ^ . " there 
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*' there is no longer one coward left among us^ With 
thefe words, he feized the banner of the ftate, and 
followed by his chofen troop, he rufhed upon the 
foe with an impetuofity which nothing could with., 
ftand.* In a few minutes, the allies were thrown 
into complete diforder. The fight was no where 
fupported with obftinacy, except by fmall parties, 
which had rallied round their refpeftive ftandards, 
and ftill continued to d^fepd them >Yith defperate 
refolution. 

During this fliarp conteft, the foreft cantons 
were engaged in doubtful combat with the hoftile 
cavalry. The conflift had been fupported on both 
iides with the intrepidity of men who knew no alter- 
native but death, or viftory. The fcale ftill hung 
in anxious fufpenfe, when a detachment of Berners, 
who were returned from the purfuit, poured 
down, like a torrent, from the adjacent heights, 
;ind took the enemy in flank. Exhaufted by the 
fatigues of the. day, their reliftance M'^as feeble. In 
an inftant, the field was covered with the'carcafes 
of the flain. Horfes, and horfemen laid fcattered 
in promifcuous ruin. No hope was left except in 
flight, and the adiyity of the conquerors rendered 

* Some authors, and Tfchudi. among the number, pretend 
that the Berners made ufe of iron chariots, to break the ranks 
pf the ciiemy. 

even 
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^en that precarious. With refpeft to the num- 
bers which perifhed in this decifive battle, writers 
as ufual differ. By the Swifs hiftorians they have 
without doubt been exaggerated ; and their own 
lofs proportionably dithinifhed. But even accord- 
ing to the moft moderate accounts, the blow was 
fatal, and purchafed with the facrifice of but little 
blood. 

On the part of the confederates fell the two 
commanders, with eighty knights of illuftrious fa-i 
milies.* Among which number, we tntift include 
the unfoTtufiateheir of the houfe of Savoy, whcfd 
death was univerfally regretted, as he came not 
with a hoftiie intent. His difconfolate father, to 
fpeak in the epifodic ftile of Homer, was now left 
childlefs, the viftim of his benign intentions. 
Peter, Count of Nidau, (for it was Rudolph who 
was killed) upon the firft appearance of adverfd 
fortune, fled from tlie fidd of battle, after 
plundering the camp, with the defence of which 
he was entrufted. At Arberg, he met the count 
of Kyburg, who was haftening to join the army^ 
at the head of four thoufand vallals. Nidau had 

* Contemporary writers fay eiglity crowned helmets, which 
\<r^re the dillin^Slive chara^teriftics of iliuftVioits birth. Thd 
whole lofs is computed at between three and four thoafand. 

X3 no 
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no excufe for his own daftardly behavior, but iit 
reprefenting the fituation of the allies as altogether 
hopelefs ; and fo exaggerated was his defcriptioa 
of the impending danger, that his friend was per- 
fuaded to regain Alface, convinced that by ad- 
vancing, he fliould only condud: his troops to in- 
evitable deftruftion, without affording any ma- 
terial fuceor to his friends. 

The fatisfeaion experienced by the garrifon of 
Laupen, at the unexpe<9:ed appearance of their 
triumphant countrymen, is more eafily conceived 
than defcribed. During the whole of the day, 
they had obferved an unufual movement in the 
camp of the befiegers j but were entirely ignorant of 
the occafion, till their deliverance was announced to 
them from the mouths of the conquerors themfelves* 
Having returned thanks, upon the field of battle, 
to him in whofe hand is viftory, and performed 
the laft fed offices to the gallant dead, the con- 
querors returned exulting to their native homes, 
decorated witli the fhields and helmets of the van- 
quiflicd foe, and bearing in artlefs pomp twenty- 
feven ftandards, the well-earned trophies of their 
glorious fuccefe. To paint the effuifions of grati- 
tude and tranfport with which they were wel- 
comed, exceeds the powers of language. They 
only, who have felt for the return of a fon or huf- 

hand. 
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band, from the arduous duties of a military ftation^ 
Can form any adequate idea of the fcene. The day 
was fet apart for a folemn feftival, to confecrate 
this important triumph to the lateft pofterity, and 
to infpire the love of virtue by perpetuating the 
memory of \drtuous deeds* ^ 
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CHAPTER Vli. 

Frederic of Aujlria — Friburgers — Death ofErlad-'^ 
Albert of Aujlria — Death of the Emperor Lewis — 
Charles the Fourth fucceeds — Plague — Attempt upon 
Zuric — Zutic joins the Gonfederacy-^^War with 
Aujlria — Siege of Zuric — Duplicity of Queen Agnes 
— War renewed — Claris joins the Confederacy — 
Dajlardly Conduct of Brun — Zug-^Renewal of 
the War againjl Zuric-^^Truce^ 

THE conducJJ: of the Berners, upon this Impor-' 
tant occafioDy was fuch as the foundeft po- 
Ecy would have diftated. The moment was pro- 
pitious for the accompliihment of their defignsr 
They felt their advantage, and wifely refolved 
to improve it. The baron of Burgendorf had 
been one of the moft active fupporters of the 
hoftile league. He ^vas, in confequence^ felefted 
by the gallant republicans to become the firft vic-» 
tim of their refentment. A detachment was im* 
mediately fent to lay fiege to his caftle, and he 
himfelf was killed by an arrow, as he was recon- 
noitring the enemy from a window. The fortrefc 
inftantly furrendered, and was levelled with the 

groundr 
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ground. Various predatory incurfions were fuc-* 
ceffively made upon the territories of Burgdorf^ 
and Nidau, whofe haughty lords had defervedly 
incurred the difpleafure of Berne, by an attempt 
to intercept the provifions which, were deftined 
for her markets* Indeed, fo prevalent was this 
fyftem among the baflkd adherents of ariftocracy^ 
that it was found neceffary to fend out flying par- 
ties to fcour the country, and to keep open the 
communication with the vallies of Unterwalden^ 
from whence fupplies were chiefly drawn. 

1340* The enfuing campaign was evened, on 
the fide of the Berners, by a fuccefsful attack upon 
the town of Hutwil, a place of fome confequencc 
belonging to the Kyburg family* And, fuch was 
now the terror which preceded the marcli of thefe 
formidable republicans, that the oppafition they 
experienced was every where weak. The confter- 
nation fpread by their triumphant arms was ge* 
neral. And, what is ufusdly the cafe in fimilar 
fituations, their power became now as much an 
object of terror, as it had been before a fubject of 
derifion. Fribourg firft recovered from the uni- 
verfal panic. Frederic of Auftria, who had lately 
fucceeded to that part of his father's dominions, 
which lay in Alface, in Suabia, and Helvetia, in- 
herited with them the fame hatred for every re- 
publican conftitution, that has invariably charac- 
terized 
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terized the famUy from which he was defcendecJ. 
Unwilling as yet to take a decided part againft the 
confederated cantons, he confined himfelf to fur- 
reptitious attacks* By his permiffion, his vaflak 
enlifted under every banner, that was difplayed 
againft the caufe of freedom. Aftuated by fuch 
motives, he could not but obferve the condud of 
the Friburgers with fecret fatisfa£Hon ; and left 
the dormant flame fliould expire from want of 
aliment, he cherilhed it with the moft pofitive af* 
furances of his powerful aid. Meanwhile his fub- 
jefts flocked, from every quarter, to the defence of 
the city, in cafe it fhould be attacked ; an event by 
no means improbable on account of the great pre- 
parations which were making at Berne. The mar- 
tial appearance, and warlike ardor of the Auf- 
trians, gave fuch animation to the reviving fpirits 
of their new allies, that they took courage to ven- 
ture beyond the precinfts of their ramparts- 
During one of thefe excurfions, they fell in with a 
fmall detachment from the garrifon of Laupen. 
An encounter took place, in which twenty-two of 
the Berners were left dead upon the field. Ele- 
vated with this temporary advantage, the Fribur- 
gers returned in triumph. But the day of retri- 
bution was at hand. Erlach prepared to revenge 
the affront his countrymen had endured. He put 
Jiimfelf at the head of a feleft troop of horfe^ left 
Bcrne-during the filence of the night, and having 

placed 
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f>laccd the greater part of his force in aiiibufcade, 
in the neighboring woods, he approached the walls 
of Friburg with a fmall retinue. At the dawn of 
day, the citizens beheld them laying wafte their 
farms, and carrying off their cattle. An infult of 
this kind, from fo fmall a body, was not to be en- 
dured. A fally was refolved upon. On a fudden 
they burft from their gates. The Berners took to 
flight in feeming diforder, leaving a few ftragglers 
behind. The ftratagem fucceeded. The Friburgers 
purfued with intemperate hafte ; when Erlach 
having at length drawn them to the fatal fpot, gave 
the appointed fignal by a flourifh with his fword. 
The Berners appeared, and in their turn became 
the aflailants. Unprepared for refiftance, the 
enemy was ftruck with diiinay. Theydared not 
fight. They could not fly. Their retreat was cut 
off. No quarter was given.^ Seven hundred feli 
. upon the field of battle. Others periflied in at- 
tempting to pafs the bridge ; or before the gates,. 
which in the general confufion were fliut againft 
them. Erlach's vengeance was compleat, and he 
once more entered Berne amid the fliouts, and ac- 
clamations of his applauding countrymen- Such 
was the laft public act in the life of this extraor- 
dinary man ; for he feems henceforth to have re- 
tired from all Ojfficial fituations, and to have pafled 
the remainder of his days in honorable repofe, 
upon an cftatc he poffeffed at Reichenbach. There 

he 
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he gave himfelf entirely up to rural fports, and 
agricultural improvements, declining all civil em- 
ployments as incompatible with his favorite pur- 
fuits. If ever, in the fequel, he took up arms in, 
defence of his country, which is at beft uncertain, 
it was only in the quality of a private knight ; for 
he certainly never again appeared at the head of 
her armies. 

We have hitherto admired Erlach in the cha- 
rafter of a warrior alone. To the integrity of his 
private conduft the confidence of his enemies bears 
honorable teftimony. Rudolph of Nidau, left two 
fons, who were minors at the time of his death. 
In the precarious fituation of public affairs, the 
choice of a proper guardian, for the infant princes^ 
was an objeft of no trifling import. The houfe of 
Neuchatel, to which they were nearly allied, was 
unequal to the arduous charge. To commit them 
to the care of a foreign prince, in fuch an age, 
when jufticc was not always the concomitant of 
power, was expofing them to gratuitous danger. 
In this dilemma, the name of Erlach prefented it- 
fclf to the imagination with all it's fplendid ac- 
companiments of military talents and focial vir- 
tues. Unanimous approbation crowned the pro- 
pofal; and overtures were immediately made 
through the bifliop of Bale, to engage him to 
undertake the facrcd duty. Thus was the leader 

of 
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of the hoftile bands felefted as guardian to the 
children of him, whom he tiad flain in the field 
of battle. The inftance, we apprehend, to be un^ 
paralleled in the annals of human virtue. It im^ 
plies every thing that is honorable in the heart of 
man; and confers a reputation of integrity, to 
which, perhaps, among the heroes of antiquity, 
Ariftides could have alone pretended. Few men 
had ever a fairer profpeft of clofing their eyes in 
peace. But the ways of providence are infcrutable. 
A monfter exifted, in whofe inhuman breaft, nei-r 
ther the venerable appearance of the hoary chief, 
nor the grateful recolleftion of thefe important 
fervices which he had rendered the ftate, were ca* 
pable of exciting a fentiment of refpeft. This 
monfter was the hufband of his daughter. John 
of Rudentz, being upon a vifit to his father-in- 
law, ibme dilute arofe about the payment of the 
marriage portion. Words ran high. The argu- 
ments, on both fides, were fupported with inde- 
cent warmth. When Rudentz, irritated beyond 
bearing at the oppofition he experienced, favagely 
feized a fword, and plunged it into the bofom of 
his weak and venerable father.* It was the very 
fword which had been fo often drawn in defence 
of his country, and which the aged hero preferved 
v/ith a kind of religious veneration ever fufpended 

* This ipclsncholy event took place in 1360. 

before 
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before his eyes, a trophy of his youthful prowe6« 
The wound was fatsdl. The affaifin fled, purfued, 
like Cain, by the hatred and execrations of man- 
kind, wherever patriotifm was an objeft of admi- 
ration, valor of applaufe, or age of refpeft. KB* 
fate is however uncertain/ It appears, indeed, 
from exijfting documents, that he did not long 
furvive the atrocious deed, as we find mentioB 
made of his wife Margaretta, under the charader 
of a r widow. And we are informed^that tlte tid-. 
ings of this melancholy event no fooner reached 
Berne, than the impreflion of horror became univ 
verfal, A<^uated by one common impulfe, the 
indignant populace fet out in fearch of the parrir 
cide, who had embrued his hands in the blood of 
their common parent. But whether he fell by the 
fword of fome avenging friend, or paid the for* 
feit of his crimes to public juftice, is a problem we 
cannot take upon purfelves to refblve. 

The fevere loffes, fuftained by the Friburgers, had 
fo much reduced their ftrength, that their adverfaries 
began to entertain ferious hopes of gettmg poflefc 
fion of the town itfelf. In a few days after thq 
laft battle they prefented themfelves before it with 
a formidable force, burnt the fuburbs, and fet fire 
to a wooden bridge, which communicated with the 
city, the greater part of which was likewife built 
of wood. The flames fpread with an alarming ra^ 

pidity. 
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pidity. The deftru£tion of the town appeared in^ 
evitable. But the fpirited exertions of two young 
and gallant citizens, who rilked th^ir own lives in 
the attempt, put a ftop to the dreadful calamity, 
Fruftrated in their defim of entering the town 
during the tumultuous horrors of ^ general con- 
flagration, the Berners contented themfclves with 
laying wafte the open country, and carrying off 
what, in thofe days of fimplicity, was deemed a va-» 
Juable booty. Thefe predatory incurfions were di^ 
reded on every fide with indifa'iminate fury. 
Whoever was fufpefted of having favored the 
league was, in his turn, fele<Sed for exemplary 
chaftifement. The barons were infuited in their 
very caftles. Too weak to venture without the 
walls, or to aflford the leaft afliftaiice to their pil-. 
laged vaffals, they experienced the mod bitter of 
all humiliations which a haughty ariftocracy can 
undergo— the infults of plebeian pride. Their de- 
pendants too, when they beheld thefe petty ty^ 
r^mts, whofe frowns they were wont to regard a§ 
the unerring harbingers of woe, timidly flirinking 
within their ramparts, nor daring to refent the in* 
dignities to which they were expofed, began no 
longer to copfider them as the delegates of divi-. 
jiity. The fafcinating charm was broken, and re-i 
fped: converted to contempt, fo foon as they dit 
covered that the idol of their worfliip was formed 
pnly of clay like themfelves. 
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Queen Agnes, who, in the convent fhe had 
founded at Konigsfelden^ was not fo entirely oc- 
cupied in preparing for the other world, as to be 
inattentive to the concerns of this, contemplated 
the rapid progrefs of the Berners witli a fufpicious 
eye, and trenlbled for the greatnefs of her family. 
For it was now evident to the meaneft capacity, 
that the projefts of this rifing republic were no 
longer confined to defenfive operations, but that 
her ambition expanded in proportion as her power 
augmented. Befides the houfe of Auftria, with 2JI 
5t's adherents, was fo completely exhaufted by the 
wars in which tliey had been engaged, that no- 
thing but a permanent peace could heal the wound. 
The devout and artfid Agnes, therefore, took ad- 
vantage of the reputed fanftky of her charafter, 
to mediate like an intervening angel, whofe only 
object was the happinefs of mankind.* By her 
interpofition an armiftice was agreed upon be- 
tween Berne and Friburg, for the limited period 
of feven weeks, in hopes that, during that fhort. 
interval of repofe, fome efFeftual fteps might be 
taken towards a general pacification. 

The flames of war were neverthelefs far from 
being extinguiflied by this partial fufpenfion of 
arms* Moft of the other ftates of Switzerland 

* Settler. 

we;re 
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Wete either engaged in z&xidl hoftiUties^ or pre- 
paring themfdves, by new alliances, to meet the 
impending ftorm with vigorous refiftance* With^. 
this intent, the dty of Zixric had juft entered into 
a>frefli treaty with Conftance, Shofihaufen, Bale^ 
and St. Gall. ; ; 

1343^ Meanwhile Queen Agnes was indefati- 
gable in her endeavolir^t for the re-eftablifhinent 
of peaces All the influence, whidi age and mis- 
^rtune combined with derated rank, and often!- 
tatious devotion, were, rakuiajbed to in^re, fixe 
employed 'with active zeal^ and. at length pr6- 
vailed'fo far, that a congnafewas fixed upon, for 
the difcufiion of mutual, daims* And fo weary 
were all pai^iies of the conteft, that, contrary to 
the ufual cuftom of negociators, they met with 
a fincere defire of terminating their differences^ 
A retondliation^ in confequence, took place. Th^ 
ancient alliance between Berne and Friburg was 
renewed. Favorable conditions were granted to 
the young counts of Nidau in confideration of 
Erlach*s fervices ; and the treaty between Soleure 
and Berne, which had hitherto been limited to a 
flaort period, was now perpetuated for ever* 

1 345* But fcarcdy was the artful mjgdiation of 
the v^dowed queen. crowned with fuccefs, than an 
event took place which obfcured the political ho- 

Voji. I. Y rizon. 
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rizon, and caft a tranfient cloud over tht flatter- 
ing proi^ft. The two Auftrian princjcs, Frederic 
.^and Leopold) were iiutched away in the fpace of 
It few weeks ; when the whcde of that importam: 
fucceifion was once more united in the perfon of 
their uncle, Albert. 

At a time, when no regular fyftem could be faid 
to direft the policy of the European cabinets, the 
death of a prince was an evient of the greateft xax>t^ 
ment in the poUtical world, as it frequency pr^ 
duced a total change in the interefts of nations. 
Albert enjoyed areputktion of wifdom which ren* 
dered his future condu6: an objed. q( more than 
common attention. ^ He was no IcHiger in that pe- 
riod of life when judgment yields to the impetuo^ 
fity of the pa£5ons, biit of an age whienreafon pof- 
feffes her moft exteniive influence. And thefceni? 
before, him afforded ample room £ov i\*B£!Q3k£t 
exercife. 

X r349v . The elaflion of a chief to^ the vacant 
empire was, befides, ata affair of no . trifling imr 
portance. Lewis was lately dead^ His death in 
-all probability delivered his country from tie hor- 
ror and confufion of a civil w^ir, as a party was 
fortning ag'ainft him which threatened Germany 
with the moft difaftrous confeq^uenceSr 

Charles^ 
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Clhafts, -king of Bohemia, had been chofen 
by the papal faftion to oppofe to the deccaf- 
ed eihperor, and had been cleded king of the 
Romans during the life of his prcdeceffor. This 
dignity, it is true, was purchafed by the moft hu- 
miliating conceffions to' the fee of Rome. Nor 
ttrcre therleftoral rotes exempt from the fufpicion 
of having bden biafled by the moft corrupt influ-* 
ence. Charles was the fon of that venerable mo* 
narch who fell at the battie of Crecy, and had been 
educated at the court of France, wh^re he was 
<fiftinguiihed by his perfonal accompliftimehts and 
his military talents. But the means which were 
employed to promote his elefiion^ joined to his 
political attachments, rendered him fo unpopular 
among the great princes of the empire, that a very 
violent oppofition took place, notwithftanding the 
high dignity which he bad previoufly obtained* 
Immediately upon tlie death of Lewis, a diet was 
held at Cologne, when the imperial crown was ten- 
dered t6 Edward the third, king of England ; who 
Was at that time in the full career (rf his victories 
againft the houfe of Valois, and was by far the 
moft diftinguiflied prince in Chriftendom. Ed- 
ward is faid to have been dazzled by the bril- 
liancy of the offer, and to have requefted time for 
refledlion. Meanwhile, he fcnt the earl of Nor- 
thampton to examine into the real fituation of the 
German ftates. But his report proving unfavor- 

Ya able. 
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able, he declined the honor which was mteiuled 
him. No encomiums we can beftow upon the 
memory of this great man, can add addition^ 
lufire to fo glorious a name. But we cannot help 
remarking, that it is no common thing for a prince^ 
who was by nature ambitious, and fond of war, 
to rejeft a fituation, which feemed to promife fo 
fair an opportunity of humbling the hereditary 
rival of his throne. It is an iniiance of prudence 
we feldom meet with in the charafter of a hero. 
Difappointed in their expeftations of oppofing fo* 
formidable a comp^itor to the Bohemian monarch, 
the deftors had fucceflively recourfe to the moft 
powerful of the German families. But thofe who, 
from their hereditary ftrength, might have inr- 
dulged the hope of fupporting the fplendid burden 
with any tolerable degree of reputation, were una- 
nimous in their refufal to engage in a conteft, the 
event of whkh was at beft precarious. While 
thofe of an inferior rank flxrunk with confcious 
inability from the arduous undertaking. Thusi, 
from want of any rival candidate, Charles, in a 
fliort time, found himfelf firmly eftablilhed upon 
the imperial throne. 

The hHlory of the Helvetic confederacy is at all 
times fo clofely connefted with that of the German 
empire, that we thought it neceflary to enter into 
thefe details, though the acceifiop of Charles was 

produftive 
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produdive of no immediate change in the deftiny 
gf Switzerland, , 

But an evil of another nature, and far more de- 
ftruftive in it's conlequences than even the fcourge 
of war, threatened not only Switzerland, but Eu- 
rope, with univer£d devaftation. After a 
1349. feries of earthquakes, perhaps the mod 
tremendous which this favored quarter of 
the ^be was ever doomed to experience, a pefti- 
lence, more dreadful than any which hiftory re- 
cords, ipread with deftru^ve fury from the ihores 
of the Mediterranean over the whole of Italy, and 
the far greater part of Germany. The rapid and 
pernicious effeds of this pefUlential malady are ck- 
fcribed by Boccacio, who was himfelf a fpe^tor 
of the calamity, in thofe vivid colors which form 
the charaderiftic beauty of his writings. To him 
we muft refer the inquifitive reader for a more 
minute detail, confining ourfelves entirely to it's 
cflFefts upon the population of Helvetia. In Bale 
alone upwards of twelve thoufand perfons arc 
fuppofed to have perifhed in a very fhort fpace; 
while one-thifd of the inhabitants of Switzerland 
are faid to have been fwept away, 

. A calamity, like this, was peculiarly calculated 
to produce the moft ftrange and oppofite eflfeds 
lipon the mind* of men, in whom religion was 

y 3 merely 
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merely the refult of haHt, aiKi confifted entirely 
in external ceremonies. Some, weakly bcUeving,^ 
that the end of the world was at h^nd, and that 
the deftni^tion of ihc human race had beeii ine- 
vitably deqreed as 9, pumihpieBt due to the enor-f 
mity of their tran%refiions, guve way to every e?^- 
£e& in which a Hccndous fpirit could indulge } al? 
leging» in excufe for their difbrders^ that they were 
deikous of turning the ipiall remnant of fife that 
was left tKem to the moil profitable account. 
Others^ equally inconfequent, thought the ven- 
geance of offended heaa^en could alqae be appealed 
by the efii)iion of human blood. Thus that uut* 
^fortunate race of peopk,, who have been fo long 
the ofa}eds of popular calumny> were once more 
fi^leded for perfeciition ; and an event, produced 
by a &tal combination of > patural caufes, was al?^ 
mofi imiverialtjr attributed to the malevolence of 
^e Jews. Accufbd of poifbning the iprings, and 
adulterating every article of food, they fell by 
thoufands the devoted vidims of public indigna? 
tion. In vain the conftituted authorities took tfaefe 
unfortunate wretches under their immediate pro- 
teftion. The arm of juftice was too feeble to conj. 
tend with the inveterate fury of a frantic mob* 
Inftances are not wanting, in which refpeftable 
magiftrates have been forcibly compelled, to pafs 
fentencc upon men whofe innocence was as appa« 
jrent, as the injuftice of their perfecutors was atro-* 

cipus. 
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dous. Baptifm or death were the only alternatives 
oflfered. Upon the flighteft hefitatioti they were 
led to the ftake, where they were infulted in the 
agonies of death, with every indignity which the 
mo& ferocious bigotry could devife ; while, with 
their dying eyes, they beh<dd thdr infant children 
receiviiig the myftic fign of chriftianity from the 
hands of a reviling prieft, and thus conftrained to 
become members of a f^d:, againft which their pre- 
judices were not likely to be foothed by the inhu- 
manity of thofe who had been confecrated it's 
cholen minrft^s.^ 

Meanwhile Charles w^ eftablifiiing his autho- 
rity upon a folid bafis. Many of the princes^ who 
Jiad at firft oppofed his elevation, were gained 
over by his munificence ; and the Helvetic ftates 
were reconciled to his government, by the ratifica- 
tion of their late conquefts. The town of Lau- 
peij, with other imperial dependancies, was in- 
cluded in the number of thefe grants. 

Berne was daily rifing bpth in confequence and 
power from the martial fpirit of her youth, Her 
friendfllip was courted by the circumjacent ftates ; 
while the honor x)f becoming a co-burgher of this 
flojuriflung commonwealth was regarded bpth as 

* Stumpf, Tfchudi, Stettler. 

Y4 an 
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an honor and a fupport by many of the indq>en« 
dant nobffity,* 

1350. The long pending cx>nteft for the Marches^ 
between the monks of Einfiedlen, and the cantoh 
of Schwcitz— that conteft which had ferved as a 
prete;K:t for the firft war between Auftria and Swit* 
p^rland, and had fo long baffled the united efforts 
of all fpiritual and fecular jurifdidions — was at 
length terminated by the benevolent exertions of 
the abbot of Diffentis. The limits of th^r refpeci- 
tive territories were afcertained with precifion, and 
the firft champions of Helvetic liberty once more 
abfolved from thofc kiterdicls, which confidering 
the bigotry of the age, they had borne with be- 
coming fortitude, and honorable indifference. 

* It was fortunate for thecaufe of humanity, that the fuper- 

Aition of the tiipes h^ fet apart any feafon of the year for the 
cxcluiivc praAice of religious duties, during which the exercife 
of arms was forbidden under the heavicft penalties, Bvit d^s yet 
the fiat of the church was unqueflloned in eccleilaftical affairs. 
So that men, whofe bofoms were infenfible to the cry of in- 
jiocence, and to whom murder was a ps^ftime when prefented 
under the attradtiye form of war, would throw afide the cuira(ii 
during the forty days of lent, and perfuade themfelves that they 
wefe performing ar^ acceptable fervice to the Almighty, in fuf- 
pending their vengeance during that period of penitence, and 
potlponing the execution of it to a feafon, which is the moil 
calculated of any in the cbriHian calendar to infpire mercy, an4 
fprsiyci^cfs qf injuries, 

^ ' • Rudolph 
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Rudolph Bran, whon^ we have already had oc- 
cafion to prefent to our reader in a very flatter- 
ing point of view, after railing himfelf upon the 
ruins of the ariftocratic party, continued during 
fourteen years to govern Zuric, with credit to him- 
felf j and advantage to his country. It is the luu 
ture of all popular governments that diftinguiihed 
merit ihould be expofed to the fhafts of envy ; 
and this is in particular the defiiny of thofe who 
have been inftrumental in promoting revolutions^ 
or reforming abufes. We cannot wonder, then, 
if the portrait of Bran fliould appear under very 
different jfhades, as the principles of his biographers 
have direded their pencil. Certain, hpwevcr, it 
is that the ftate, over which he prefided, was never 
in a more flourifhing condition than during the 
period of his adminiftration ; and perhaps in efti* 
mating the charafters of public men, no jufter 
criterion can be adopted. 

By the oppofite faftion ht is accufed of afting 
with an arbitrary violence, which is inconfiftent 
with the principles of a democracy, and likewife of 
having facrificed the interefts of his country to 
views of private emolument. 

That of all forms of human polity, an arifto* 
cracy is, in general, the moft oppreffive and cor- 
irupt, is a pofition, we conceive, that will hardly 

U 
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be controverted by thofe who have had any oppor- 
tunity of making themfclves acquainted with the 
coniUtutions of Genoa, and Venice. By extending 
the rights of eledioji to a wider circle of citizens, 
Brun feems to us to have rendered ap eflentiai 
fervice to the community* The conftant oppofi* 
lion whiph he experienced in ill his plan of reform, 
as well as the dangers to which he wasf continually 
cxpofed from the fecret machinations of his ene^v 
mieSy may have e^afperated a temper liable to ir? 
ritability, and have induced him to adopt ^ more 
' energetic fyftem than would be perfeftly recon- 
cilable with the ftrict rules of juftice during a pe? 
nod of domeftic tranijuillity. But whatever may 
have been the motives which influenced his adtions, 
or the line of conduct he purfued, it is to the ta* 
knts and exertions of this extraordinary man, that 
the members of the Helvetic confederacy were ia 
great meafure indebted for the happinefs and pror 
fperity they enjoyed under the benign aufpices of 
freedom. Nothing fliort of the very great prepon- 
jderancy which Zuric obtained by the prudence 
and energy of his adminiftration, could have fe- 
cured the rifmg liberties of Switzerland. It wa« 
the point of union round which the cantons ral- - 
lied. Formidable were the men of Schweitz in 
the day of battle- With an ipipetuofity, which 
nothing could refift, did the fhepherds of Uri and 
Unten/v^alden pour down from their native mounr 

tains^ 
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takiSv But while free and happy in their retired 
vallies, a nation of herdfmen was )but little calcu*^ 
kted to take the lead in any great political aflbda^ 
tion, or to diredthe fprings which are defiined to 
guide the complicated machine of a federative ^o^ 
vernment. It is by no means our wiih to excul^ 
pate Brun from the imputation of tyranny. But 
candor obliges us to confeis, that we can discover 
nothing in the condud of his enemies, that can in-p 
duce us to fufpeft that they were influenced by 
motives of a higher nature. If the rigor of the 
one was dictated by a fpirit of revenge, or by the 
interelled fuggeftions of perfonal ambition, the 
violent oppofltion of the other party was certainly 
the efFed of difa{^inted pride. The ill fucceis of 
their fprmer attempt had indeed taught the parti- 
zans of ariftocracy, that they h,ad little to expeft 
^omthe concurrence of their fellow citizens, who, 
potwithftanding the pretended feverity of Brunts 
adminiftration, appear to have been firmly attach- 
jed to Iris perfon. The only hope which they could 
indidge, of recovering their former confequence, 
was derived from the fupport of foreign powers. 
Nor could- this be eflfefted without aflaifin^ting 
|the leaders of the democratic party. 

There are not wanting inftances in hiftory, when 
the moft heinous crimes have been exalted into 
yir)tues by the. perverted principles of party preju- 
dice. 
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dice, and bigot zeal. Even the Saint Bartholo- 
mew— that memorable inftance of Gallic perfidy 
—became an object of triumph ; and was cde* 
brated, at the court; of Rome, with all the often-^ 
tation of religious pageantry, as an acceptable ia« 
crifice to the Got) of Mercy. Perhaps the pre^. 
fent ftor jr may be of this defcription. For we are 
unwilling to fuppofe, that a large body of men, 
' who were taught by the chivalrous notions of the 
age to confider honor as an idol, at whofe ihrine 
every other duty muft.be facrificed, as of a fubor« 
dinate rank, ihould deliberately ordain the flaugh^ 
ter of hundreds of their fellowrcreatures,and Ihould 
at the fame time perfuade themfelves, that fo atro- 
cious an adit)n was by no means repugnant to thQ 
tenets of that romantic crcedi 

. Having regulated their plan, and eftablilhed a 
private correfpondence with the difaffefted of 
every defcription, they communicated the fecrct 
to the count of Hapfbyrg, offering to cancel all 
gifting mortgages, provided he would affift them 
in reftoring the ancient conftitution. The hearts 
of princes are feldom lefs fufceptible to the fuggef- 
tions of intefeft, than thofe of lefs exalted perfon*- 
ages. Hence the propofal was readily accepted, 
though at this very time a truce adfaially fubfiiled 
between Zuric and Rapperfwyl. The count, how-i 
ever, endeavored tp reconcile this breach of put?- 

. ^ Ik 
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lie feith by that eafy fyftefn of political cafuiftry, 
which we fo often meet with in the annak of a 
court ; pretending that the death of his father, 
"who fell at Gninau by the hands of the Zurickfers, 
wis ftill unrevenged. Various others pf the in- 
•dependant barons were fucceffively engaged in the 
fame enterprize ; and a day was fixed for the exe- 
cution of this execrable projeft. Small bodies of 
troops, difguifed like peafants, were* introduced 
into the town ; while a more confiderable force 
affembled privately in the convent of Einfiedlen. 
Veffels were alfo prepared upon the lakie under 
various pretences, either to affift in the attack, or 
to afford the means of efcape in cafe the attempt 
ihould prove abortive. But what appears to us 
to be the mdft extraordinary circumftance in the 
whole tranfaftion, is, that although upwards of 
feven hundred perfons are faid to have been privy 
to the confpiracy, and notwithftanding the numer* 
ous fpies and informers which Brun is reprefented 
to have employed, the moft inviolable fecrecy pre- 
vailed till the very moment when deftruction 
hung, like an eleftric cloud, over this devoted 
city. On the day previous to the execution, Ulric 
of Bonftetten arrived with a large retinue, under 
the plaufible excufe of vifitiilg a near relation in 
the celebrated female convent." The count of 
Hapfburg too followed in the evening ; nor was a 

rational 
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rational plea wanting to difguife the real motive 
of his journey. 

The fim \xras already fet. The confpirators 
were prepared. A large body of cavalry aflembled 
near the gates, waited only for the appointed fig- 
nal to begin the work of flaughter. The leaders 
of the democratic party had clofed their eyes to 
fleep, never more to open them to the light of 
heaven. At this momentous crifis, when the fate 
of Zuric feemed decided for ever, the count of 
Toggenburgh, either feized with a fudden panic, 
or flxuck with remorfe, at the atrocity of the deed 
he was about to perpetrate, embraced the hafty 
refdution of abandoning the enterprize, and with- 
drawing from the fcene of horror. Accompa- 
nied only by a few attendants, he haftened to the 
port, and embarked in the firft veffel he could pro- 
cure. The boatman, furprized at the appearance 
of an unknown knight in complete armour, at 
that late hour, examined him with a fcrutinizing 
eye^ His emotion was vifible. His behavior was 
confufed. His words were ambiguous. Sufpeft- 
ing that his country was ii^ danger, the waterman 
refolved to alarm the magiftrates. His only dif- 
ficulty was how to difpofe of the paffengers* 
For fome time he meditated with himfelf, when 
embracing a hafty refolution, he overfet the boat» 

and 
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and throi^ing himfelf into the lake, fwaiti badt to 
the ihiore, leaving the helplefs ftrangers to fink 
under the weight of their arms. Nearly at the 
fame time, a baker '^s boy, who had overheard the 
confpirators unperceived, carried information to 
the burgomafier, that the dty was filled with arm- 
ed men. Brun immediately ran to the town- 
houfe, at the evident ri(k of his life 5 where he 
barricadoed hixnfelf againft any fudden attack, tiU 
h^ friends and adherents could fly to his afiiftance* 
The alarm htll rang. The tumult became generaL 
The gloom of night increafed the univerialhorron 
Finding themfelves difcovered, tlie confpirators 
feisSed thtir airms, and ru(hed into the ftrt^ts, re- 
vived to fell their lives a3 dearly as poffible. The 
air refounded with the cries of vcagczncc^ an4 
the groans of death. Anud the confufion and 
darknefs friends were with diificulty diftinguiflied 
from foes. Priefts, women, mojnks, mechanics, 
ran to the defence of their country, to the refcue 
of their favorite, while the very children threw 
down tiles from the houfes upon the heads of the 
traitors* Convinced that all refiftance was vain, 
the confpirators attempted to -gain their boats, 
leaving Bonftetten, and the count of Hapiburg to 
the mercy of their enemies. Many, fell in the re- 
treat, or periihed in the lake ; wbik feveral were 
taken, and died by the hands of the executioner?. 

Brui^ 
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Brun is accu(ed of having fuUied his txiudipli 
by cruelty. Far be it from us to attempt a jufti& 
cation of the inhuman, or the proud ! We fed for 
the diftrefles of our fellow creatures, and view the 
violences of the mighty with an indignant eye. 
But inch alas ! is the nature of great political r^» 
volutions ! Like the convulfion of the elements the 
ihock is dreadful* Nay even when the tempeft 
begins to abate it's fury — ^when the winds and 
waves no longer roar — ^the agitated fea bears ter^ 
rific record of what is paft, nor fubfides at once to 
it's wonted ferenity. 

Having chaftifed the traitors Avith ex^niplary 
feverity, Brun thought the moment favorable tc> 
revenge himfelf upon his external foes* For this 
purpofe, he fummoned his allies of Shaffhaufen to 
take the field, and putting himfelf at the head of 
the combined forces, appeared before the gates of 
New Rappcrfwyl 5 the ufual rendezvous of the 
hoftile party. The refiftance he experienced was 
trifling* After a fiege of three days the inhabi- 
tants capitulated, upon a promife of fecurity to 
their perfons and property. The March, a narrow 
neck of land, upon the fliores of the lake, foon 
followed their example ; upon which the natives 
were admitted to an alliance with the conquerors, 
who now returned in triumph, after having razed 

the 
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the town of Old Rapperfwyl, which was lik^wife 
taken without any oppofition, Brun, however^ 
was ftill of opinion that nothing material was ef* 
fefted towards the permanent fecurity of Zuric^ 
while New Rapperfwyl continued to afibrd a fafe 
afylum to the difafFeifted ; and ferved as a point 
of union for her enemies to afiemblci He there* 
fore refolved upon it's deftruftion^ The fentencc 
was immediately executed, and the piiferablc in- 
habitants driven from their {)aternal abodes, ia 
direft violation of the articles of capitulation, with 
circumftatices.of rigor which no motives of policy 
can palliate. To commeltnorate inftances of a fimi- 
lar nature is the moft painful duty of the hiftorian* 
Happy indeed is his tafk, when he finds war con- 
ducted upon a lefs ferocious fyftem ; when mercy 
marches in the train of viftory, prepared to miti** 
gate the calamities which mark her proud career ! 

So flagrant a breach of public faith afforded 
ample fcope to the enemies of Brun to blacken 
his charafter by the moft injurious imputations ; 
while the difconjfolate exiles filled all the neighbor- 
ing courts with their complaints and lamenta- 
tions ; calling aloud for vengeance againft the per* 
jured foe. Zuric was now reprefented as a city, 
on which nO tie was binding } but which j£icrificed 
every principle of juftice, every feeling of hu- 
manity, at the inlatiate Ihrine of iritereft. 

Vol- 1. Z Albert 
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Albert of Auftria had long been waiting ^^^tfi 
impatience for a favorable opportunity of crufliing 
the Helvetic ftates^ The moment feemed propi- 
tious, and he refolved to embrace it. Forgetting 
however that the count of Hapfburg had been the 
aggrcffor, he complained in the bittereft terms of 
tlie perfidious conduft of the citizens of Zuric, in- 
viting all his numerous allies to combine with 
him for the utter fubverfion of that dangerous. 
commonwealth. The propofal coincided too well 
with the prejudices, and interefts of the iriftocratic 
pirty, to meet with a cold reception. A coalition 
-was immediately formed, which was continually 
branching forth into frefli ramifications. . So that 
the. &te of Zuric became every day more preca- 
rious« In this hour of diftrefs and danger, pru- 
dence pointed oyt one only probable refource; 
and naturally direded their attention and wiQies 
to an alliance with a people, who had already 
•triumphed in the feme glorious caufe. Deputies 
were accordingly difpatched, with the moft preff- 
ing folicitations, to the foreft cantons. The al- 
Hance was concluded without delay, for few are 
the impediments in the way of negociation,^ when 
-integrity and confidence form the bafis of a treaty. 
Out of refpeft,. however, to the dignity, of an im- 
perial city, precedence was allowed to Zuric 
135 1, in the confederacy. The 2id was figned in 
the beginning of May, with the ufual re- 

firicUous 



ftrictions reSpeclIiig all feudal claims^. Th^firji ar* 
tide regarded the limits within which the union was to 
be circunifcribed : and thofe wete confined t^ the countrf 
between Rhetia^ and the Rhine^ the Aar^ and the 
Thur. Should - any of the contra{lipg parties engage 
in hojiilities beyond thefe boundaries^ the other niemberi 
if the confederacy were left at liberty^ to remain neuter. 
But within this dijiridy their troops were obliged to 
march upon thejirjifummonsy and were to be maintained 
in the field at the expence of their refpeSliveJiates. Tet 
in cafe either of the confederate cities Jhould be befieged^ 
it was then forced to furnijh fupplies to the garrifon^ 
though compofed of foldiers from the other cantons, 
^he allies fiill further covenanted to employ all the 
means in their power to obtain redrefs for each other in 
tafe of any real injury being done them even beyond, the 
fpccific bounds. Should any difputes arffe among them* 
felves^ deputies were immediately to affembte^ at Einfied* 
len^for their amicable difcujjlon ; but if either party 
perfified obfiinately in ifs pretenfionsy the affair in that 
cafe was' to be referred to the definitive judgement of 
five arbitrators y chofen exprefsly for thatpurpofe* Cri- 
minals were to be mutually ^ given upy the moment they 
were claimed. Nor were any appeals whatever to be 
madcy qr denunciations carriedy to any ecclefiafiical tri^- 
bunal whatever. The for^ cantons engaged tofup-* 
port the new government of Zuric. To render this 
treaty an obje^ of fiill greater importance by recalling 
it continually to the public mindy it was further enabled 

% 2 that 
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that it Jhould be renewed every fen yeaff in the meji 
folcmn manner ; yet Jhoiild any unforefeen accidents in^ 
tervene to impede the celebration of this decennial cere^ 
mony^fuch omijjion icas in na manner to affeil the fpiritj 
or invalid<He the force of the treaty^ 

It IS curious enough to compare the concife, 
and finiple ftile, etiiployed by the Helvetic ftates in 
regulating the conditions of their federative go- 
yernifient, with the verbofe and coniplex forms of 
riiodern diplomacy. At that time, the union of 
Independant nations was effected in nearly as few 
ti^otds, as we have feen made ufe of to' exemplify 
the dignities and titles of a Spanilh plenipotentiary* 
The character of the Swifs was in thofe days guile- 
lefs as it was brave. Their virtues . wxre fimple, 
their words few, their habits of life rude, and un- 
pollihed. But in thd hbur of danger, they dif- 
played an unlhaken fortitude, which muft entitle 
them to the admiration of pofterity, fo long as an 
afylum fliall be left on earth for liberty, where it 
is fafe for the hiftorian to commem.orate the ftrug- 
gles of a free people, and to hold them up to man- 
kind as examples to imitate and revere. 

No fooner w^as Albert of Auftria made acquaint- 
ed with this tranfaclion, than he refplved, by ac- 
celerating his preparations, to check the evil before 

it fpread too far. Determining however to per- 

' * fevere. 
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fev^re in the fyftem of diflimulation which he had 
adopted, till the moment of vengeance was at 
•hand, he received th« delegates of Zuric, who were 
fent to compliment him upon his arrival at Bruck, 
with ftiidied imiles. 
< 

Albert was fixty three years of age, when he 
fucceeded to the Auftrian dominions. He is re- 
-prefented, by many of the German -^^Titers, as a 
prince of diftinguifhed virtues. His perfon is faid 
to have been manly and dignified ; his judgment 
juft ; his underftanding naturally firong, and im- 
proved by literary acquirements. His equity, his 
humanity have likewise afforded ample themes fbt 
the inventive genius of his panegyrifts. But 
ihould we refer to his aftions, as the only juft cri- 
terion on which a rational opinion can be founded, 
the portrait appears to be drawn with a very flat- 
tering pencil ; for unlefs raftinefs be a fymptom of 
courage, obflinacy a mark of perfeverance, and 
feverity a charaAeriftic of juftice, it* will be in vain 
ito look for thofe fplendid endowments which the 
venal pen of adulation has jfo kviihly beftowed, 

Albert was no fooner fatisfied that the current 
of popular opinion was favorable to his proje(5iS, 
than he threw afide the malk. The piteous tale of 
the Rapperfwyllers had made a ftrong impreflion. 
Tlus too was artfully increafed by the fecret 

Z 3 emiffaries 
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cmiflarics of Auftria, who were employed to work 
upon the public feelings, and to excite a general 
fpirit of indignation againft -the authors df their 
cilamity. Albert, now finding himfdf prepared 
for aftion, iffued an imperious mandate, command- 
ing the Zurickers inftantly to rebuild the town of 
Rapperfwyl, over which he pretended to exercifc 
a paramount authority, in quality of feudal lord. 
At the fame time he enjoined them, in a ftUe^ 
equally didatorial, to reftore the conquered terri- 
tories, and to indemnify their adverfaries for the 
whole expences of the war. This menace was 
backed by an army of twenty thouland men, at 
the head of which he appeared in perfon before 
the gates of Zuric, on the 13th of September. A 
numerous tribe of vafTals, and indcpendant princes, 
marched in his train. Among the moft confider- 
able of thefe, we may enumerate the margrave of 
Brandcnbcrg, the duke of Teck, and the burgrave 
of Nuremberg. The bifhops of Bamberg, Wurtz- 
burg. Bale, and Coire, fent reinforcements to the 
Auftrian camp, where we likewife remark, though 
not without fome degree of furprize, the banners 
of Soleure, Bale, and Berne. Thefe, with con- 
fidcrable reinforcements from the imperial cities, 
confututed an army, formidable indeed in point of 
numbers, but which we can hardly fuppofe to have 
been animated by that fpirit of ccM)peration, and 
wiflx of fucceis, which can sdone give inability to 

an 
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an undertaking.. To oj^ofe to this mighty hoft^ 
the^urickers had nothing but their courage ; for 
of all their friends, none djyred to move in their 
defence, but the foreft cantons. And fortunately, 
a fmall body of thefe arrived a £tw hour^ before 
the city was invefted. 

. The fate of Zuric now feemed inevitable. But 
Providence, which was determined in it's mercy 
to fet bounds to the violent car^r of defpotifm, 
.did not will it's fall. Amid this fhew, and appa-. 
ratus of war, fecret jealoufies prevailed. Many of 
the confederated barons viewed the increafing 
j)Ower of the houfe of Auftria with a fufpicious 
^ye ; and were alarmed at the prodigious augmen- 
tation of ftrength which would accrue to that am- 
bitious family from the annihilation of the inde- 
pendant cantons. Others were ftruck with com- 
paffioii for the deftiny of a people, who had dif- 
played fuch magnanimity in the moft trying fitu- 
ations. In a word, the conduct of the' coalefced 
powers was fuch, 3s might be naturally expefted 
from fo heterogeneous a body, afting under the im- 
pulfe o( different paffions, and liftening alone to 
the fuggeftions of private intereft. Scarce were 
they affem.bled before the walls of Zuric, when fe- 
cret conferences were already held, for the ex- 
prefs purpofe of terminating the conteft without 
cfiufion of blood. This plan was warmly fujr 
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ported by the count of Toggenburg, and the de- 
puties from Berne ; and being reduced to a regu- 
lar fyftem, was prefented to Albert for his appro- 
bation. The duke, fatisfied that it would be in 
vain for him any longer to oppofe the wiflies of 
his allies, receiveid the propofal with afFedcd mo- 
deration ; and though deeply mortified at the 
cruel difappointment, was eafily induced to con- 
fent to the nomination of two arbitrators, by each 
party, to whofe decifion this important quarrel 
fhould be referred. The propofition was next 
fubmitted ' to the Zurickers, who acceded to it 
with eager fatisfaftion j and it was further ftipu- 
lated, that in cafe the delegates fliould find it im- 
pOjSible to agree upon terms of accommodation, 
the affair fiiould be ultimately left to the decifion 
of Queen Agries, whofe fentence, in that cafe, 
fliould be conclufive. In the mean while, they 
were to fend hoftages to the Auftrian camp, in 
token of their entire fubmiffion to the award. 
This latter mealfure was violently combated by 
the foreft cantons, who taxed it openly with im- 
prudence. But all their arguments, as is too fre- 
quently the cafe with the wifeft counfels, were in- 
efFeftual. Nay more, they were themfelves at 
length prevailed upon, by the urgent folicitations 
of Brun, to become parties in the negociation, and 
to fubmit their own grievances likewife to the 
widowed queen of Hungary. 
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The conducl of Brun, upon this occafion, is not 
eafily accounted for. For whatever may have 
been his opinion of the moral rectitude of the de- 
vout Agnes, fuch unlimited confidence in the in- 
tegrity of a perfon, whom every motive of per- 
gonal attachment, and family pride, muft inevit- 
ably lead to favor the hoftile caufe, was perfecUy 
inconfiftent with the cautious charafter of that 
artful politician. We muft therefore either fup- 
pofe him to have placed but little dependance in 
the co-operation, and exertions of his fellow ci- 
tizens, or to have been afted upon by confiderat^ 
tions of a more degrading nature than even fear 
itfetf. 

It could hardly be expe^ed, that in fuch a com- 
bination of difcordant interefts, the opinions of 
the arbitrators fliould eafily agree. The Auftrian 
plenipotentiaries, whb were bdth of them vaflals 
of that powerful family, infifted, upon terms 
which were little lefs advantageous, than what 
might have been impofed by the diftatorial voice 
of viftory. Their opponents, on the contrary, 
, affirmed that they had not been the aggreffors 
in the war. Far from manifefting an incliniation 
to reftore the conquered territory, they con- 
tended that the loffes fuftained by their enemies 
^ could be confidered in no other 'light, than as 

the 
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the merited re\«^ard of treachery. Both parties 
were firmly wedded to their own ideas, fo that 
every conference tended only to widen the breach. 
No hope of an accommodation remained, but in 
the equity of queen Agnes, to whom, by mutual 
confent, the affair was now referred. The con- 
grefs was in confequence removed to Konigsfelden* 
The.commiffionefs laid their refpeftive pretenfions 
before the royal widow. She no* fooncr heard 
them, than to the utter confufion of the Swifs, 
without the fmalleft hefitation, flie confirmed the 
claims of Auftria in their fuUefl extent. 

iy this award, the Zurickers were condemned 
to rebuild the town of Rapperfwyl, and to reftorc 
it, with all it's dcpendancies, to the count of 
Hapfburg. They were likewifc to make ample f^ 
tisfadion to the Duke of Auftria, for their info- 
lent and unjuftifiable attack upon a place, which 
was under his immediate protedion ; to indemniiy 
the reft of the confederate batons for the danaagc 
they had fuftained— and to make good all the e»- 
pences of the war. 

The injuftice of this fentence, with refpecl tO the 
foreft cantons, was fcarcely lefs enormous j every 
point in conteft being adjudged in favor of the 
houfe of Auftria. 

In 
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In vain did the Swifs complain that their pkni- 
potentiaries hadexceeded the limits of their powers. 
In vain did they petition the duke for a mitigation 
of the terms. Albert was deaf to every applica-' 
tion, and.gave them to underftand, that he would 
' never cOnfent to liberate the hoftages, till the award 

I was complied with, to the very letter, Mean- 

! while the friends of thefe unhappy captives grew 

I fo clamorous for their releafe, that by their in- 

i . fluence, and remonftrances, they prevailed with 
the fenate to execute the treaty rather than expofe 
[ * .their moft illuftrious fellow citizens to the refent* 
ment of a prince, of whofe humanity and modera* 
I tion they had reafon to entertain no very favorable 

impreffions. Having fworn to fulfil the condi* 
I / tions, they demanded the reftitution of the holi 

'^ tages. Albert replied, that fo long as the count of 

I Hapjhurg was detained in captivity^ they muji not ex^ 

pefl their liberty. 

Confounded at this unlooked-for denflind, the 
Zurickers produced the award, in which the il* 
luftrious prifoner was not even mentioned. The 
equity of the' cafe was clear. But power, as ufualy 
preponderated. The hoftages were ftill in Albert's 
hands. Their freedom depended alone upon his 
pleafure. He felt all the advantage of his fituation, 
and was indifferent to the opinion of mankind. 
He therefore infifted, that notwithftanding the ap- 
parent 
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parent neglect with which his noble kinfinan had 
been treated, count John was indifputably compre^ 
hended in a general claufe, which enaded, that all 
vajfals and dependants cf the houfe cf Avftria Jhouki 
hefet at liberty. It is evident, that from the very- 
beginning of the treaty, Albert was never fincere 
in his wifhes for peace. He fought only to humble 
the confederates, and if poffible, to throw the 
whole odium of the war upon them. This opi- 
nion becomes ftill more probable, fliould we ex- 
amine the tenor of the award with a critical eye. 
For it was drawn in fo loofc, and undeterminate a 
ftile, that almcft every claufe was capable of any 
interpretation, which the caprice or intereft of the 
ftronger party Ihould think proper to affix. Such 
accumulated inftances of injuftice were not to be 
endured. They would have roufed the moft timid 
to refiflance. The Zurickers had now penetrated 
the real views of their artful and intolerant perfe* 
cutor. They were convinced of the inefficacy of 
fubmiffion. They faw that their only profpe^ of 
rcdrefs was in God, and their fwords. 

Albert, refolving to inflick an exemplary punifh* 
ment on thefe contumacious plebeians, immediately 
fummoned his numerous vaffals to join his ftan*» 
dard. Among thefe, the houfe of Auftria had been 
accuftomed to include the peaceful ihepherds of 
the vales of Glaris. For fo undefined was the fitu» 

ation 



HEI.VET1C REPUBMCS; ^4§ 

ation of moft of the Hdvetic provinces, and fo 
complicated the whole chain of feudal relation, 
that it would have beeii no eafy talk for the 
moft profound antiquarian to unravel the in- 
tricate clue. Nothing therefore could be more 
eafy than to inftitute a daim ; , nothing more dif- 
ficidt than to defeat it. The natives of Claris, 
who were perfect ftrangers to every fcience, which 
was not immediately connected with the fimple 
duties of a paftoral life, could produce no docu- 
ments, wherewith to refute the arguments of 
crafty civilians. But they were equally ignorant 
of any valid reafons, which could induce men to 
abandon the comforts of domeftic life, in or^er ta 
invade the territory of a people, againft whom they 
had no caufe of complaint. They therefore re- 
plied to the Auftrian commiflary, that they were 
much ajlonijhed at his tiiajler^s requeft. That the 
Zurickers had never carried cff their cattle^ nor offered 
outrage to their wives or daughters.^ Why were they, 
then to confider them as foes ? They were themfelves a 
plain andjimple people^ and underjiood but little of the 
laws of war^ nor would they ever engage in foreign 
ho/iilitiesy but whoever dared to invade their peaceful 
vallies^ would find that they were not wa?2ting infpirit 
to defend their rights. 

* Tfchudi^ Stumpf. GuiUimaiiA. 

; The 
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The liaughty foul of Albert was Kttle calculated 
to endure contradiction; particularly from a 
people, whofe artlefk manners, and contrafted 
wants, had rendered them the objefts of his de- 
riiion. Neither fide was indined to yield. The 
Auftrian threatened. The Glarners were un- 
^ppalled. 

No fooner were the wary Zurickers apprized of 
wh^t had paft, than they determined to feize the 
pfopitious moment, and gain another member to 
the confederacy. In hafte they marched a body 
of troops, and took poffefHon of all the defiles, 
through which the canton of Claris was accef- 
fible, before the approach of the Auftrian army, 
A proclamation announced their benign inten- 
tions to the inhabitants. They came not^ they 
'declared, attraded by the hope of plunder ^ or in the 
view of adding a tributary province to their own re* 
public • Their motives were founded in benevolence^ 
and they offered them to partake in their independance. 
Such language was captivarting. They were re- 
ceived, with open arms — ^were welcomed as men 
fent from heaven to refcue the weak from the 
perfecutions of tyranny. The alliance was imme- 
diately concluded, and two hundred of the men 
of Claris marched back to reinforce the garrifon of 
Zuric* 

Claris, 
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Claris, like the contiguous cantons of Schweitz, 
and Uri, k ftrong from it*s fituation. Surrounded 
by rocks, which are in moft places inacceffible, it 
trufted entirely to nature for it's defence. Not a 
place in the canton had even a wall or a ditch. 
The fides of thefe ftupendous mountains, almoft to 
their very funjmits, abound in fertile paftures, 
where numerous herds feed during the fummer, 
and afford a plain and wholefome diet to a healthy, 
and vigorous race of men. In the midft of the 
vale beneath, runs the rapid Limmat, which, after 
difliifing plenty during it's circuitous courfe, 
empties itfelf into the lake of Zuric. The Gkr- 
tiers, like their neighbors of the foreft cantons, 
though diftinguilhed by a variety of privileges, 
can hardly be faid to have enjoyed perfect freedom. 
The pecuuiary aids and contributions, which were 
paid to the convent of S^ckihgen, were veftiges of 
feudal dependance. But on the other hand, their 
government was municipal, and was vefted in a 
council of twelve, chofen from among their own 
citizens, though at Ithe nomination of the lady 
abbefs ; and thefe were prefided by a baUiff. Such 
was the condition of this happy people, who enh 
joyed all the tranquil pleafures of a patriarchal life, 
till king Albert obliged the abbefs, in fpite of her 
reiterated remonftrances, to cede her limited fu- 
premacy to the houfe of Auiiria. Since which 
time, the del^endants of that amt4tiQus monarch 

had 
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had4)een continually ftarting frefli claims. Thd 
inhabitants, who had lived in a-ftate of uninter^ 
rupted profperity under the mild patronage of the 
abbefs, refufed to ackno\yledge any other fuperion 
Hitherto they had ftruggled obftinately, though 
ineffe6hially, for the recovery of their ancient im-. 
munities. No conccflions had been made on the 
part of Auftria, no conciliatory expedients had been 
tried. The mifunderftanding was daily incfeafing* 
Nor was the fuUen ferocity of an Auftrian foldier 
by any means calculated to heal the animofities* 
A fyftem of rigor had been adopted. Many of 
!the moft refpeftable families were baniflied. The 
whole form of government was changed. Thus a 
'^ot, which but a few years before^ prefented thr 
moft grateful fpeftacle to a pjiilanthropic mind^ 
now exhibited only the melancholy pidure of 
filent grief and gloomy defpair. 

Awakened at the call of freedom, the Glarneri 
ran to arms, and fecure in the fupport of their new 
allies, the firft ufe they made of independance was 
to reftore the ancient conftitution. Meanwhile 
the Auftrian governor, Walter Stadion, thought it 
prudent to retire. Though his fears were pro* 
bably gr^undlefs. Liberty, and not revenge, was 
the objeft of the Swi6, during the whole courfe 
of their emancipation. And in this refped, as wc 
have already had occafion to remark, the Helvetic 

revolutioft 



Kvp^tigp^s t^ithput a pai^aflql in. <be jftmals of tii* 
y^H'lAn .Am^ng other people, {d&ced in fbo^ilw 
fitua^ipfiSitthe Jfiaggeftiiwis of pcrfonal . interefli i©r 
of private animofity, have been feexi. to c^ratdr 
with greatefr force than the public good. Hence 
theyi^Vferbqen led to deviate from the plain path 
before them. Sacrificing a rival to itheir own .ain* 
J>iti0us yiews^ they have dignified the atrodcais 
ad with the ^pompous appellation of tyrannidda 
JU^;p&rh?ps the moRje .minutely we inveftigate 
^iei|n<i^ftcdlel]^atedjQi9i^iKe of>.this nature, which 
hiftory record, the leis?r'€^fc^ ihall we find,tiarap- 
jp^aud^either the pri^depqe^ or the di&itereftedisd^, 
of the coni^rators.* . . ; ^ ^ 

\,j But Inhere wis »n^thiiig felfifli in the condujQ: of 
?yie Helvetii., Nothing . to difgrace the caufeip 
fjvrfeich thfcy. .were .engaged. In the purfuit of li* 
h^ty^ th^y were>rieithejr,foolilhly dotted by a par- 

*' If certainly is not' tKe moment here, t6 enter into at^riti^al 
mndiyik of thdnotives,4>y wKSch the murderers of Caefar were 
icHuencetl tx> dsttvoy th^ man, 'whom nattire^ (eeiDs tdi h^tt 
^oifited oat fcr the government of the world. But it Would 
perhaps be no difficult taik to prove, that, with the fingle^^-* 
ception of Brutus, there was not one of the confpirators, whofe 
*fote objedb Was the public good. - Caflius was clearly inftigated 
cby klter^ftedvviQWs ^ and appears to have worked upon the fed* 
tiigs:of his friend» that he might mukeuiie of i« popular a name 
40* veil his own ambition. 
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tial tiitxmph, nor unmanfully dejeftcd by 4 mo- 
mentary reverie. Their behavior was firm aiid 
ttnifbnn. Moderate in profperity. Intrepid iii 
tlie hour of danger. 

1352, In the month of June, in the following 
year, the acceflion of Claris to the Helvetic confe- 
, deracy was publicly ratified with the ufiial forma- 
lities. The ftile and conditions of the feveral trea- 
ties, by which the union of Switzerland was con- 
firmed, differ fo little from each other, that it 
would be a wafte of time to repeat them daufe by 
clau&. We fliall, therefore, content ourfelves with 
pointing out to the reader thofe inftances alone, 
in which any material variation exifts. The 
Other cantons had hitherto treated upon terms of 
perfeA equality. But fuch was the fituation of 
Claris, that in the negociations of modern times it 
would pais for a mark of imbecillity not to take 
advantage of her diftre&. However, fortunately 
for the Swi&, they were totally unacquainted with 
thofe refinements which we call policy ; and were 
. fimple enough to confider generofity as a principle 
..no Ids amiable in the tranfaftions of nations, than 
'in the conduft of individuals. Claris was accord- 
, ingly admitted into the Helvetic borid upon terms 
.extremely advantageous. The only -ftipulation, 
i which was^ not reciprocal, enaded, that the new ' 
member fhould enter into no war, nor form any 

■^ ' .treaty. 
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treaty, without the exprefi confent of its- cp-aBies. 
This partial diftinftion will, however, difappear in 
the fequel of time, and the inhabitants of Claris 
become entitled to every prerogative, enjoyed by 
[ the other cantons, in the fulleft extent. 

Not content with having fecured their flank by 
the acquisition fo recently made, the confederates 
direfted their attention ta every other quarter 
from which an attack was to be^ apprehended. 
The imperial cities of Bale and Strafbourg had re- 
cently fent a reinforcement of two hundred men, 
to aflift the Auftrians in covering Baden. Thefe 
troops being encamped at fome diftance from the 
town, and diiadvantageoufly pofted, Brun formed 
, the bold defign of furprifing them in their camp, 
and refolved to condud the enterprize in perfon. 
Defirous of uniting the higheft military, employ- 
ments to the civic dignities which he already ai- 
joyed, he found the confidence of his fellow citi- 
zens unlimited as his own ambition. No ho- 
nors appeared to them too great for the man, to 
whom they owed their independance, and by 
whofe aftive vigilance they had fo, lately efcaped 
from the fword of affaffins. Brun was perfeflfly 
confcious that fecrecy alone could give fuccefs to 
his undertaking, and concealed his intentions with 
the moft vigilant care^ till the^ very moment of his 
departure. On the eve of Chriftmas, while the 
A a 2. burghers 
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burghers were occupied in preparations for cele- 
brating that foiemn feftival, he fallied forth with 
whatever troops he had been able to affemble in 
|iafte. But, in fpite of all his precautions, the 
enemy had gained intimation of his defigns time 
enough to retire under the walls of Badenj where 
they had ho longer any thing to apprehend. Va- 
nity was too deeply interefted in the event of this 
expedition, for Brun to bear the difappointment 
with any tolerable degree of temper. Giving way, 
therefore, to the natural impetuofity of his difpo- 
fition, he revenged himfelf by laying wafte the 
open country with fire and the fword. In the firft 
ebullitions of his fury, he razed to the very ground 
the fmall, but flourilhing town of Freudenau, fitu- 
ate neai" tlie conflux of the Limmat, and the Aar. 
The following day, impelled rather by the violence 
of his character, than by any regular fyftem of 
hoftilities, he direfted his march towards Baden ; 
and wks preparing to encamp his little force, which 
does not feem to have exceeded fourteen hundred 
men, in a valley near Tatvyl, when he was fud- 
deniy alarmed by the approach of a numerous body ' 
of the enemy. Burchard of Ellerbach, the Auf- 
trian prefect, was no- fooner acquainted with the 
'<iefigns of the Zurickers, than he drew together 
all the troops which could be fpared from the 
neighboring garrifons, to the- amount of neaf 
four thoufand. Hitherto he had watched the 
- motion?.. 
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Uiotions of Bnui with an attentive feye. The pe-r 
fition, iie had now- taken^ appeared favorable for 
an attack. He was already in poffeflion' of th$ 
heights, and all communication with Zuric was cut 
off. Brunts fituaticfn was highly criticask Sur- 
rounded pn all fides by a fuperiot army, a retreat 
feemed impracticable, a battle dangerous. His only 
refource was in the energy of his own mind, and 
to that a hero would have reforted. But Brun no 
fooncr learnt that the Auftrians were advancing, 
than he was loft. His courage forfook him^ He 
felt himfelf unequal to the tafk. His choice was 
only between death or victory. He attempted 
neither. His refource was ftiame. 

Under pretence of reconnoitring the enemy's 
pofition, he withdrew from the camp, but with a 
litm refolution of returning to it no more ; and 
taking advantage of his local knowledge, got fafe 
beyond the enemy's lines- It was impoflible for 
Brun's warmeft advocates to palliate fo daftardly 
an aftion. Indeed the only rational mode of ac- 
counting for it, in a man, who in other, and evea 
trying fituations, had betrayed no marks of cowj- 
ardice, is to fuppofe him ftruck with a fudden 
panic — a circumftance by no means without exp 
ample in the hiftory of human weaknefs,. Con^ 
iicious of having been the chief author of the reyo- 
Jtyition^ he dreaded the vindiaive fpirit pf the. op- 

Aa3 pofife 
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pofite £aidion, if he fell into their hands* In fuch 
a iltuation a Roman would have died. Bru'n 
deemed it more prudent to fly. 

Manefle, who was fecond in command, began 
foon to fufpeil the truth, and though he enter- 
tained himfelf no very high opinion of his gene- 
ral's courage, yet he with juftice apprehended, that 
the example might become contagious, and that the 
foldiers, difpirited by the flight of their favorite, 
would throw down their arms, fliould the real 
caufe of his abfence be known. Refolving, there- 
fore, to have recourfe to diffimulation, he called 
them together ; and addrefledth'em in the follow- 
ing words. ' " Tou/ee, my friends j that nothing is left 
*' us^ but to €Ut our way through the eneniy^ or to fall 
*^ inglorioujly into their hands. The former ^ perhaps^ 
*' is lefs difficult than it may appear. Ths latter is at-^ 
*^ tended with certain deJiru6iion. Tour general is al-^ 
*^ ready gone in fearch of a reinforcement ^ and is^per-^ 
** haps^ at this very moment marching to our fuccor^ 
*' His arrival would enfure our fuccefs^ but would di^ 
** minifb our glory. If we beat the enemy without any 
^^ further aid^ the honor will be all our own. I read 
*' your axjfwer in your countenances. 1 partake your 
^^ feelings^ I will deferveyour confidencej"* 

So faying he led them to the charge. The 
Auftrians were ^ready in motion* The flxock was 

yiplent 
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yioleftt. Op*both fides they fought wtk defpe<*, 
rate rcfolution. Tlte combat continued during, 
the whole day. The night came on, and viftory 
was undecided. Yet notwithftanding all the va-. 
lor they difplayed, it is fcarcely poffible that this 
handful of men ikould have fgfcaped deftruftioii, 
had not an event taken place, which the darknefe^ 
of the firmament rendered no lefs advantageous to 
them, than it was difcouraging to "their adverfa^ 
ries.* About one hundred and fifty of the ^eigh* 
boring mountaineers, who were the allies of Zur 
ric, had been fummoned to join her ftandard, but 
on account of the anticipated march of Brun, had 
arrived too late. This was a ievcre- mortification 
to a people ardent of glory. They learned the 
route he had taken, they traced his fteps, and were 
conducted, by the. genius of their country, to the 
field of battle, jufl: at the dofe of day. Shoujts of 
exidtation announced their arrival. They ^were 
welcomed by their weary friends with cries x)f joy, 
who now no longer doubted that their general was 
returned with the reinforcement they were pro- 
mifed. The effeft produced upon the Auftrians, 
by thefq repea):ed peals, wa§ \videly diiferent. The 

t Some hiftorians pretend, that Manefi[e caufed a number of 
mares to be driven among the Auftrian c^^valry, and by this 
means rendered, theij; horfe^ Co unruly, they were i>o longer go- 
yernable. But this is probably one of tl^ofe tales, which may. 
l^ clalied vi^ith the ftory of Darius and his groom. 

. 4^4 obfcurity 



dbfctirity of night prevented theitt fr«ffi j\ii%iftg' 
<3f the ntritibers except from tlie fouttd -of voicftift. 
Tfi^ir apprehenfions magnified the danger, and fed 
f hem to imagine that the Whole force of Zuric 
was upon their flanks. The panic ipread. A re- 
treat was to be attempted as thebnly refource. 
The Zurickers, aow finding the enemy give way 
6n all fictes;^^ attributing this^ iincxpeded fuc- 
cefs to the prefence of their beloved Brun, preflbd 
iKird up6n the retiring foe, and* di^ve (hem vAth 
prodigious flaughttr-to the very gates^of Badi^ri.* 

At Zuric, where the mdancholy tidings of the 
difaftrous pofition of this little army had already- 
anived, the trani^orts excited by its triumphant 
return were fcarfcely greater than the furprize oc- 
cafldned by the abfence of Brun, • The ftory of his 
diigi^'c^'Was foon whifpefed abroad. But.fiicb 
Wafe^the infatuation of faftion, that th€ populace, 
deif to the Voice of truth, tumultuoufly felzed the 
banner of the ftate, flew to a^ neighboring villa 
Where theif favorite- was concealed, placed him in 
the midft of their exulting band, and brought him 
bick in all the pomp of tnilitary ovations Com 
. fcious of his own mifcondu6t, Brun's fituation was 
in the highefl: degree ludicrous. For fome time he 

* Scnddeler eftimates the* lofs of the Ailflrian$' at 7Q0 men, 
^TfcEudi reduces it to 450 — Roo to only 600-— but'f hey* all agree 
that ^x. b^n^iers fell into the hands of the conquerors. 

doubted 
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dDubted whether the fccne was £bribixs/aiKl ifiif- 
peeled thfe mode parade to be intended m deriiipn 
of his daftardly behavior. But ,the refpect and 
applaufe which accompanied him rduring his tri« 
nmphant progrefs^ at length diffipatcdhis appre- 
benfions. Yet what was his aftomihmeift when, 
upon his entry into the dty, he found himielf hail- 
ed, by general acclamation, the deliTerer of hh 
country, and as a reward for his fignal fervices, 
was confirmed in his important office during life. 
Nay fuch was his popularity, that the report of 
his ^ght was treated every where as a calumny, 
propagated by the partifans of ariftocracy, to. de- 
grade the champion of fiberty in th^ puMic efti- 
mation, 

~ No fooner was it known thait: GJaris, and the 
foEefl; cantons,, had feat reijiforccments tx); the de- 
fence of ZuriQ, tha« the Auftrians difpatched fly* 
ing parties, in afcioft every direftioni to lay wafte 
their lands, and carry off their caitlc, Hoflalitie^ 
were conducted in this defultory manner during 
the greater pent of Ithe" wiiiter^ In the folloWhig 
ipring, the Zxirick^rs coijcli^ding that they had n^ 
Jjc»igeraj3^JftiEriedigte. danger to apprehend, difc 
niified their tgsdilailti frieridSyXoiklientmg themfdvei^ 
withtheaffu«Hice, thartthcy^uldbc r^ady tora 
tulnrvuponithClfirft?^a^m; . ' 
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In order, however, that the martial fpirit of 
their youth might not abate through habits of in- 
dolence, they kept them in conftant exercife, by 
predatory inroads upon the Auftrian territory. 
During one of thefc excurfions, a detachment of 
fifty men fell in with a body of the enemy, which, 
according to the moft refpeftable authorities, con- 
fifted of upwards of a thoufitnd combatants. They 
had juft pillaged the town of Kufnach, upon the 
lake of Lucerne, and were making off with their 
booty. Undifmayed by the inequality of num- 
bers, the Swife began the attack with their accuf- 
tomed ardor, and a conflift enfued, the iffue of 
which was fo doubtful, that both fides pretended 
to viftory. The Auftrians, from having efcapcd 
with the fpoil ; the republicans, beciufe they re- 
mained mafters of the field. It is certain, how- 
ever, that the latter were for fome time unmc^eft- 
edy and took advantage of the inactivity of their 
enemies, to burn the caftle of Hapiburg, which 
furreaidered after a ten dap fiege, 

TheAbry of the. Helvetic wars prefents a feries 
of thefe extradrcfinary events, where a hapdftil 
of nien put whole battalions topflight. Thefe 
triumphs a^ u^liually attributed by national vanity 
tQ the moft flldiering pf : all caufcsi — ^perfonal brar 
very. Allowing to perfonal bravery all the wonr 
4er5 it cap achieve, it is ftill difficult to fuppofe. 
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that by any fuperiority of courage one man can 
be a match for twenty, as was the cafe in the pre- 
fent mftahce. We may, therefore, without hefita- 
tion infer, that the Auftrians, deeming it altoge- 
ther impoflible that the republicans Ihould have 
rilked an adion with fo difproportionate a force, 
regarded the attack in no other light than that of 
aii artful feint to draw them, encumbered as they 
were with booty, from their advantageous ground, 
to a fpot where they would be left entirely at the 
cnemy^s mercy. And having already fulfilled the 
objed of their expedition, by the plunder of Kuf- 
nach, they probably thought it moft prudent to 
retire, vdthout expofing th^mfdves gratuitoufly to 
any eventual lofc. 

' Such repeated trials of fuccefsful fortune ope^ 
rated as. powerful incentives upon the public miiid. 
They roufed the indolent ; encouraged the timid, 
and gave decifion to the moft irrefolute. The 
very government itfelf was hurried on by the ra* 
pid tide of profperity to enterprizes, which, under 
other circumftances, and in the cooler moments of 
jrefleftion, they would have flirunk from as chime- 
rical. For in what other light can the ofFenfive 
operations of thefe gallant mountaineers appear, to 
a mind which weighs all the occurrencies of hu» 
«nan life in the common fcale of probabilities, 
wheQ direded againft the gigantic power of the 

houfe 
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houfe of Auftria. But- the eflforts of a people, 
dtiring the turbulence of a revolution, like thofe 
of the human body under the paroxifins of a 
frenzy-fever, fo far exceed all rules of eomputa^. 
tion, to be derived from mathematical fources, 
that to reafon upon fetded principles is to embrace 
error with voluntary blindnefs. The impulfe is 
tko fooner given, than the body politic is borne 
away with the eccentric rapidity of a comet. Alt 
efforts to arreft it*s courfe are equally ineffechial. 
Every thing is attraded within it's orbit, is fob- 
jcft to it's influence. The giddy crowd ftand* 
wondering at the portentous fight. Philofophy 
paufes in anxious expeftation of the tretoendous 
ifTue. Weak minds oppofe, and fall. 

The town of Zuo was opportunely fituated for 
jsny defultory attack upon the foreft cantons. Purr 
ing the late hoftilities, it'sr garrifon had annoyed 
them by frequent failles, and was at all times able 
to throw conliderable impediments in their way, 
whenever a junftion of forces might be attempted, 
^ug was the ancient capital of the Tugeni, but 
4uring the tumiidtuous confufion of Gothic times, 
had fa|Uen under the dominion of the counts of 
jLenzburg, to whom it had continued fubjeft till 
the year 11723 when that ' illuftriops family be- 
camq extinft. It then paflfed, with the moft va- 
luable part of that rich fiicceflion, to the houfe of 

Kyburg^ 
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Kyburg, and ultimately centered in the houfc of 
Auftria, as reprefentatives of the Hapfburg family. 

The poffeffion of this little town was an objeA of 
fuch high iihportance to the united cantons, that 
the temptation was no -longer to be refifted-. Art 
army of two thoufand fix hundred men was de- 
ftincd for the fiege, of which Zuric furniflxed only 
fix hundred, the foreft cantons the reft. Previous 
to their taking the field, a fecrct cOrrefpondence 
^ was eftabUflied with the adjacent Tillages, and an 
agreement entered into, that they fliould remain 
unmolefted, provided they obferved a ftrift neutra- 
lity. The event of the fiege was to decide their 
deftiny. Their connexion with Zug was to con- 
tinue unbroken. ' , 

Upon the approach of the confederates the gaf- 
rifon evacuated the tpwn, abandoning the btirghers , 
to their own counfels. This precipitate retreat 
'W'as probably owing to two caufes— ^waht of con- 
fidcnce in the co-operation of the citizens, and 
want of refources for a regular defence: Left en- 
tirely to their own direftion, the Zugers difdairied 
to yield without refiftance, and determined- to de- 
fend themfelves, till they were fully acquainted 
with the intentions of Auftria. Thefcdfiegefs were 
repulfed mth vigor for fourteen days, but no re* 
inforceraent arriving, and provifions beginning to 

fail. 
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fail, a truce was agreed upon for eight and forty 
hours, upon condition that the town ihould be 
furrendered, if not relieved within that period. 
Commiflioners were immediately difpatched to Al- 
bert, who was then at Konigsfelden, to apprize 
him of their diftrefs, and of their inability to hold 
out any longer, unlefs fupported by an Auftrian 
army. The duke received the intelligence with 
apparent indifference, and without deigning to 
reply to the deputies, turned carele&ly to one of 
his falconers, with whom he was before converfing 
about his favorite amuicment of hawking. 

Herman, a wealthy and reipedable inhabitant 
of Zug, who was at the head of the legation, was 
too fenfibly ftruck with the indignity of fuch 
treatment to fupprels his feelings, but gave way to 
the warmth of his emotions in the following 
words : " Since your highnefi confiders the health 
** of your birds to be more worthy your attention 
*' than the diftreffes of your fubjefts, it becomes 
*' their indifpenfable duty henceforth to provide 
** for their own welfare. It is my bufinefs, there- 
" fore, to apprize you, that unlefs it is immedi- 
" ately relieVed, your town of Zug will be forced 
" to furrender at my return." " Let it !*' rejoined 
Albert with ^aughtinefs. " In that cafe we fliall 
*' have one city more to conquer.'* 

The 
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The ZtUgcrs, whofe attachment for the Auftrian 
government was fuch as might be expefted from 
the treatment they experienced, were no fooner 
made acquainted with the duke's fcornftil treat- 
ment, than they conformed to the infulting man- 
date with alacrity. But as they confidered with 
reafon, that obedience and proteftion are recipro- 
cal duties, and can be feparated by no political ca- 
fuiftry whatever, they, at the fame time, refolved 
that the bond once broken Should be fevered for 
ever. The two days being now elapfed, the gates 
were thrown open, according to the conditions of 
the armiftice. The confederates entered not as 
conquerors, but friends, amidft fhouts^ and accla- 
mations. An union was propofed on onfe part 
with generofity, and was accepted with gratitude 
by the other. The vanquifhed were admitted into 

r the Helvetic confederacy, upon the ufu^l terms, 

and with the ufual reftriftions, when the league 

j was ratified with every formality which had been 

I employed upon former occafions. 

From the anfwer returned by Albert to the de- 
legates of Zug, his plans might bp eafijy inferred. 
Indeed j it was neither confiften|:, with his pride, 
,nor with his dignity, taipely to fubmit to fueh ac- 
cumulated, infults from a confederacy, the gr^eater 
part of whom he could with, fome juftice ftigma- 
. tize with the odious appellation of rebels. To con- 
fine 
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fine himfelf to a \^ar of p6fts, appeared to him i 
<!egrading fyftem, tuiWorthy the mighty power of 
Auftria. It was incumbent on the chief of that 
, potent 'family, by one decifive blow, to crufli thef 
reptile ftates which braved his wrath. The town 
6f Zuric was very juftly regarded as the center 
from which the diverging rays of repubiicanifin 
derived their force. By affailing the monfter in 
thii vital part, it's branching members >^ould na* 
hif ally perifh, when deprived of the nouriihment 
they. drew from the parent fouree. The enter* 
prize was to be attempted, and with ptop&r-^^e^ 
cautions could not be difficult. 

The 'vrholfe energy of Albert^s mind was How 
turAed towards the accompUfliment erf this fo- 
vorite projeft. Ten thoufahd foot, and twt) tJiou* 
fand horfc were Gambled, from his hereditai*^ 
itates, while his numerous dlies were invited to 
join tie Auftrian ftandkrd. , 

The magnitude of his preparations obliged him 
to impofe, what in thofe days of fifc^ igndif»ice 
were deemed enormous burdens, upon hisfubje^ts, 
but which,' when compared with the contributioiis 
of modern iiimes, fcarce merit the appeflatioh ctf a 
grievahec. It muft however be remembered, that 
"the fdencc of finance was then in it's infancy, if it 
can be laid to have exifted at alL Nor would the 

moft 
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moft vifionary politician, in the wildeft flights of 
fancy, have figured to himfelf the poffibility of 
there ever arriving a time,^when the whole arcana 
of government fliould be reduced to a pradical 
experiment of drawing all the wealth of a nation 
into the coffers of the ftate ; and that the profpe- 
rity of a country fliould be eftimated, not by the 
comforts of the peafantry, but by the produce of 
thecuftoms. 

In order, however, to form a jufl: eftimate of tHc 
fituation, and refources of thofe times, we muft 
recolleft that, fince the difcovery of Ailfierica, the 
precious metals have increafed in at leaft a decupte 
proportion. It the days of Albert, the whole agi- 
gregate commerce of Europe was probably lefe 
confiderable than what is carried on by more than 
one of the great emporiums of modern trade. 
Hence the difliculty of finding fupplies for any 
military cnterprize, that was planned upon an 
extenfive fcale, muft have augmented in a complex 
ratio of the fcarcity of money, and the want of 
circulation. And this accounts, in a very fatif- 
faftory manner, for the fliort fpace, during which 
the moft powerful princes could maintain any for- 
midable force in the field.* 

On 

* Mullcr obferves, that the pay of a foldler in the fourteenth 

century, comparatively fpcaking, was infinitely higher th^n it 

Vol,. I, JB b i* 
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On tlie tenth of Jime, Albeit encamped in %ht 
t£ Zuric, at the head of a large and well ap« 
pointed army, con^ipofed partly of troc^ from 
his hereditary dominions, and partly -of the fuc* 
cors furniflied by his numerous allies. Among 
the latter were the Margrave of Brandenburg, the 
ddeft fon of the emperor Lewis, the burgrave of 
Nuremberg, the counts of Wirtenburg^ Kyburg, 
and Neuchatel, with a long and fplendid train of 
'v^rarlike nobles, both ecclefiaftical and fecular. So 
}it)le, too, was the balance of power underftood, 
that th^ towns of Soleure and Berne confidered 
ihemfdives as bound, by ancient treaties, to fend 
ih«ir re^tcftive contingents, and thus to aflSft in 
^^omoting the a^randifement of their ijaoftdan* 
^erous foe. 

The Zurikers were ftron^y entrenched brfore 

their waUs, behind which, in all extremities, they 

were fecure of a iafc retreat. Continual Ikir-- 

fni£hes took place between the out-pofts. The fo* 

• raging parties wer^ every day engaged. Nothing 

-liMiterial, however, gould b^ efFeded, till the alliqs 

ie at prefent in the European armies- Peter of Goaxnoens» in 
1347, received 280 livres for 212 days fervicc for himfclf and 
four horfemen. In 1364, fix knights and forty foot foldier» 
were paid at the rate of 1008 florins for fix months. The lofs 
of a hor& was computed at 350 florins, according to a conven« 
JioQ betweejp Goi^mpens and £\ides of Burgundy. 

had 



hdd fucceeded in thrd^vidng a bridge over the 
Limmat, a nieafure which was abfolutely; neceflbqt 
before the town could be compleatly invefted. To 
the accoinplifhment of this important objed all the 
efibrts of the combined forces were diredted. But 
every exertion proved inefiFedual. The progrcft 
made during the day was deftroyed at night by the 
activity of the garrifon. The army was haraffed^ 
but no proportionate advantages were obtained. 

In this fituation things continued till the be^ 
ginning of Augiift, when the Aufirians began to 
fuflEer feverdy from want of provifions. This wa$ 
an evil without remedy, in an age when armies 
had no means of fubfiftence, but what they de- 
rived from the enemy's country. The Margrave 
of Brandenburgh is faid to have been the firft 
among the confederates, who perceived the dif- 
aftrous lituation to which they were reduced, and 
the abfolute impoflibility of continuing the iiege* 
In this dilemma, he found an opportunity of found* 
ing the temper of the burghers ; and having made 
iumfelf^acquainted with their pretenfions, and with 
the facrifices to which they were inclined to con- 
fent, he communicated his ideas to feveral of the 
allied princes. The whole of this negociation wa$ 
probably carried on with the privacy, and appro- 
bation of Albert, though the margrave aflFeftqd tQ 
aA an independant part, alleging, a9 ^P e^ctifp fo7 
B b 2 the 
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the wann intereft which he took in hcvor of the 
Ziirickers the firong hereditary attachment which 
he fdt for the friends of his deceafed fsither. Con- 
fidential meflengers now pa£fed between the camp 
and dty. The rugged front of war began hourJjr 
to affume a milder afped, while both fides looked 
forward with fatisfadion to an approaching peace. 
Jiowever, before the treaty could be brought to a 
condufion, funine obliged the allies to break up 
their camp, and to retreat predpitately under co- 
ver of the night. At the dawn of day, to their 
extreme furprize, the garrifon beheld no veftige 
of the hoftile armament, except where the Berners 
were polled. For thefe gallant republicans, dif- 
daining iafety when incompatible with honor, and 
regarding a no^hirnal flight as degrading to their 
■charafter, preferred the rilk of remaining alone, 
and marching off in the face of their enemies. 

• Meanwhile the margrave was indefatigable in 
his endeavors to bring about a general pacification. 
By his adive zeal, the belligerent powers were at 
length prevailed upon to confent to an armiftice, 
and to fend deputies to Lucerne, where he propofed 
to affemble a congrels, at which hefignified his in- 
tention of being prefent. The interim was em- 
ployed in arranging a general outline, which might 
ferve for the bafis of a permanent treaty. The 
plan was fubmitted to the plenipotentiaries, at 

their 
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their firft meeting, and was drawn with fuch mo- 
deration and impartiality, that no valid objec- 
tions could be ftarted. Yet much remained to 
be' done. It is true, the moil impoi'tant points 
were agreed to, but there were ftill many intricate 
queftions to debate, and a variety of; repugnant in- 
terefts to reconcile, any of which were amply fuf* 
ficient, in the prefent irritable ftate of the public 
mind, to rekindle the flame anew. JBefides, it re- 
quired a degree of fclf-denial, of. which none but 
elevated minds are capable, for the houfe of Auf- 
tria quietly to abandon all it*s pretenfions and 
daims, and to fit down contentedly with the bitter 
fentiment of difappointed pride. And there was 
nothing in the charafter of Albert which couUi 
infpire a hope of his pdffefEng fuch exalted qua- 
lities. Nor was it probable, that the united can- 
tons would be eafily induced to believfe that their 
enemy was for once fincere. It was natural for 
them to doubt his profeffions, and to require fome 
ftronger fecurity than he would be inclined to give. 

Thefe obftacles however were at length over- 
come, and a treaty was concluded upon the fol- 
lowing terms ; which were propofed by the Swils, 
and accepted by the duke of Auftria. 

*' The ftates of Zuric and Lucerne, on their parts, 
"^'ragaged to admit no Auftrian fixbjeft .to.the 

" right 
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« right of citizenihip ; while the foreft cantonsi 
** covenanted not only, not to obJiru£l the duke in 
** the enjoyment of his legal rights and preroga- 
** tives, or in the perception of his due revenues ; 
*^ but on the contrary, to afford him every fupport 
^^ and aid lallicir power. With relpeft to Zug, 
*' and Claris, it was ftipulated that they fliotildre- 
*' turn to their allegiance, but without any retro- 
*' fpeft to paft tranfaftions ; while th^confederated 
** cantons . mutually promifed, never in future 
** ta receive anyjiate or province^ belonging to^ or de- 
" pendant upon the houfe of Auflria^ into their alliance. 
" Finally, it was agreed that John, count of Hapf- 
" burg, fliould be fet at liberty, and that allpri- 
" foners, on both fides, fliould be given up ; in 
*' which number, the hojiages ^ere fpecifically in- 
^'eluded:', 

This treaty having been previoufly ratified by 
all parties, count John was once more reinftatcd 
in his patrimonial domain ; but not, however, till 
after he folemnly engaged that the moft perfeft 
amity fliould henceforth fubfift between him and 
the Zurickers, and that all former animofitieJ 
fliould be buried in oblivion. 

This generous confidence, on the part of Zunc, 
met not with the return it merited j as Albert 
was no (boner aflur^ that his noble rotation wi^ 

at 
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at liberty, than he pofitively refufed to give up 
the hoftages, till he had been paid the fum of feven 
hundred florins, which he claimed as an indemni* 
fication for the expence they had occafioned. Such 
pitiful deaJdng, on the part of a mighty prince, 
was but little calculated to get the better of thofe 
prejudices, which prevailed fo univerlally in 
Switzerland in favor of a republican govern* 
mentl 

1 343* JPfom the tranlaftions of the former year, 
it became <>bvious that nothing but a permanent 
union could effeihially fecure the liberties of the 
Helvetic ft^tes* We have feen, that in the late 
ftruggle, 3erne had .b?en forced, however reluc- 
tantly, to k^ ki dir^ (^pofition to her own in^ 
tereftsi Every principle of policy would hqtve na^ 
turally induced hea* to fide with the friends 
of freedom, .with whom flbe had been Icmg con-r 
nefted.by thofe ties, which fpri^g from a coinci-^ 
dence of views, and are the offspring of recipro? 
cal efteem. They were Agisting in the fame ^o«r 
rious caufe, in which flie was her&lf engaged, 
Her own ddlru6tion, would be the inevltaWe con? 
fequence of tlieir fall. The kfiiftance too, which 
flie had received from the foreft cantons, at the 
battle of Laupen, was ftill frefli in her memory. It 
was an obligation never to be obliterated from th^ 
Jieart gf gratitude, in an age when that intereftied 

fyftem, 
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fyfteiti, which is mifcalled policy y had hot yet ex> 
tinguiftied every finer feeling. 

But an event took place, at this important mo- 
ment, which feemed not only to render the prof- 
pe<3: of an union more remote than ever, but which 
threatened to kindle the flames of difcord in the 
very bofom of Helvetia, and to fpread them to an 
alarming extent. The inhabitants of the vale of 
Hq/Jiy in the environs of Brientz, had profited by 
the univerfal confufion to flhiake off their depen- 
-dance upon the provoft of Interlachen^ and the 
baron of Rinchenberg, both of whom were in al- 
liance with Berne. The commotion which feemed 
at firft to be unimportant (if popular tumults can 
ever be fo), by degrees extended, and increafed to 
fuch a pitch, that thie infiixgents not oiily refufed 
the payment of all fifcal contributions, but taking 
advantage of thb baron'is abfence, fet fire to his 
caffle, which ^as iii a fhort time conittrned to the 
ground. It is more than probable that the people 
had been inftigated to thefe afts of rebellion by 
the fecret fuggeftions of their neighbors from 
Unterwalden, as feveral of the inhabitants of that 
canton took an aftive part in the difturbances. 
The Berners, on the other hand, who were fcru- 
puloufly exad: in fulfilling every political engage- 
ment, declared their refolution of reinftating the 
feudal lords in all their juft prerogatives. - A body 

of 
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t&f troops was immediately fent into the revolted 
diftrids, who met with little oppofition in re- 
ftoring a temporary calm* They were,, however^ 
no fooner recalled, than the peafants flew once 
more to arms, and deftroyed every public enfign 
of legal fupremacy ; in which licentious enterprize 
they were again abetted by a reinforcement from 
Unterwalden. 

Affairs had now taken a more ferious turn> 
The authority of Berne was committed, and it was 
impoflible for her to recede with honor* Meflen- 
gers were therefore immediately difpatched to So- 
leure and Bienne, to fummon them, as allies of the 
republic, to join her ftandard. With alacrity they 
obeyed the call, and uniting their friendly bands, 
marched infliantly againft the infurgents, who were 
fo completely routed in the firft fkirmifli, that all 
further refifl:ance became imprafticable. Even the 
brave natives of Unterwalden were compelled to a 
precipitate retreat, while the yiftorious army pur- 
fued them to the very confines of their own ter- 
ritory. Indignant at this unwonted repulfe, they 
breathed revenge, and left no effort untried to 
convert their private quarrel into a national wan 
But the prudence of the confederates prevailed at 
length over the warmth of their refentment. To 
all violent propofals, they were anfwered, that ac- 
cording to the principles of the Helvetic union. 

Vol; I. C c every. 
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evdty difference of this nature ought to be deter» 
mined hy^i^wardj and lictt by arms. To this therefore 
they were called upon to fubmit.. Convinced that 
nothing could be obtained by oppo^g the general 
Wifli, the Unterwalders confented to an arbitra^ 
tion. The refult of which was, that they were fer 
verely cenfured for their inconfiderate conduft ii^ 
engaging gratuitoufly in a quarrel, in which they 
had no immediate concern ; and were ftriclly en- 
joined to abftain in future from all afts of hot 
tility. 

The impartiality pjF this decifion was & fatisfacr 
tory to the Berners, that all acrimonious humeri 
were at once removed, and an alliance immediately 
took place, by which they alfo became members cf 
the Helvetic confederacy.* 

This treaty as ufual, comprehends a variety of 
claufes to regulate the condud of each individual 
member under all ppflible circi^mftances. After 
the accuftomed illpulations wdth refpeft to feu- 
dal claims, it was enabled, " that upon the firft 
*^ alarm of Vv^ar, each canton fliould fend a dcr 
f ' legate to Keinholtzf to regulate the plan of ope- 

* The ceremony took place at Lucerne, on the 6th of May, 
1350. 

t A village upon the lake of Brlentz, which has been fincc 
dellroyed by an inundation. 

f* rations. 
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^rations. That upon the fcquifitf^ of Berne, 
^ the forftft cantons were, to marth withqut deln;:, ' 
^ even though tke attack fliould be direfted againft 
•** one of her dependant towns : while the BernerK 
" on their part, were to haften to the f^cco^ of 
** ^eir allies, whenever, and wherever they were • 
^' required." 

From this period the confederacy affumed a mdre 
regular and impofing afpeft ; as it now compre- 
hended eight cantons, which ranked in the follow- 
ing orders — Zuric, Berne, Lucerne, Uri, Schweitz, 
Unterwalden, Zug, and Claris. This union has 
been fince diftinguiflied by the appellation of the 
OLD BOND. During the fpace of one hundred and 
thirty years, it remained entire, without any ac- 
ceffion or diminution. And even after the junc- 
tion of the five additional cantons, the original 
members continued ftill to enjoy many appropriate 
and valuable privileges, by which they were dif- 
tinguiihed from their new allies. 

This indeed forms a moft important epocha in 
the annals of Helvetia. It arrefts our notice ; it 
excites our wonder ; it attrafts our fympathy. 
Nor can we look back to the nofturnal affembly 
in the field of Rutli, without tracing in visible 

CHARACTERS THE DESIGN OF A PROTECTING PRO- 
VIDENCE, WHO AMID THE CALAMITIES, AND CON- 
VULSION* 
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VUXiSlONS WItH WHICH DESPOTISM AND AMBITION 
H^D LONG DESOLATJED THE EARTH, BENIGNLY 
WILLED, THAT IN THE AlPINE RALLIES, THERE 
SHOULD EXIST A PRIVILEGED SPOT, WHERE THE 
FLAME OF LIBERTY SHOULD BURN WITH UNEX- 
TINGUISHED LUSTilE, AND WHERE BY CONTEM- 
PLATING THE BLESSINGS OF A FREt GOVERNMENT, 
MANKIND MIGHT HEREAFTER ACQUIRE A JUST 
ESTIMATE OF THEIR RIGHTS, AND LEARN FROM 
THEIR EXAMPLE THE PROPER MEANS TO DEFEND 
THEM. 
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